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Daniel C. Tsui-An
Autobiography

I tend to partition my life into three compartments: childhood years in a re-
mote village in the province of Henan in central China, schooling years in Hong
Kong, and the vears since I came to attend college in the United States. The only
thread connecting them is the kindness, generosity and friendship from the people
around me that I have experienced all my life.

My childhood memories are filled with the years of drought, flood and war
which were constantly on the consciousness of the inhabitants of my over-populat-
ed village, but also with my parents’ self-sacrificing love and the happy moments
they created for me. Like most other villagets, my parents never had the opportu-
nity to learn how to read and write. They suffered from their illiteracy and their
suffering made them determined not to have their children follow the same path at
any and whatever cost to them. In early 1951, my parents seized the first and
perhaps the only opportunity to have me leave them and their village to pursue ed-
ucation in so far away a place that neither they nor I knew how far it truly was.

In Hong Kong, I began my formal schooling at the sixth grade level with fear
and tembling, mixed with some pride and elation. I remember the difficulties
that I encountered in not knowing the Cantonese dialect in the beginning, but,
even more vividly, the overwhelming kindness of schoolmates who went out of
their way to help by offering me their friendship, bringing me into their circle,



