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Preface

This book is intended for adults, such as diplomats, busi-
nessmen, and journalists, who want to learn Chinese because
they plan to work or live in China. It is designed to train begin-
ners to communicate effectively in Chinese and can be used as a
textbook by both those who study with teachers and those who
study on their own.

The bock is an adaptation of Elementary Chinese Reader (in
two volumes), which was compiled by the Chinese Teaching
Staff ‘'of the Beijing Service Bureau for Diplomatic Missions and
was published in 1978. (Volume Il was revised in 1984. ) During
the past decade, that text has been well received by teachers and
foreign students. But some of the contents of the original book
have inevitably gone out of date as the years have passed. This
revision aims to maintain the concise and practical nature of the
original Reader while offering a greater variety of topics, notes
and exercises. Brief explanations of each text’s grammar and dif-
ficult usages are provided, and a Brief Summary of Chinese
Grammar is appended after Lesson 20 and Lesson 40. After ev-
ery ten lessons, there is a test for self — examination. Hanyu
Pinyin (an alphabetic transliteration) is used in the texts and ex-
ercises for those who do not want to learn Chinese characters.
Keys to all the exercises are included in the appendix.

The book has 40 lessons and a vocabulary of over 1, 500
words and expressions and can be finished within 100 one —hour
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classroom sessions. Students, both tutored and self-taught, can
obtain the basic fluency necessary for social conversation in Chi-
nese by studying this book.

The 1978 book was compiled by Ms. Wang Ye, Mr. Yin
Huafu, Mr. Wu Fengtao, Mr. Zu Zhenkou, Mr. Li Kegian and
Mr. Sun Zengsen.

In 1984, Volume II was revised by Mr. Li Changwu, Mr.
Yin Huafu, Mr. Zu Zhenkou, Mr. Wang Yuju and Mr. Li Yu.

We would like to express our thanks to Prof. Yin Huafu and
Prof. Li Kegqian for reviewing the manuscript and making sug-
gestions, to Ms. Lii Xinli and Mr. Li Yu for =diting the English
parts of the book and to Ms. Jennifer Clibbon for reviewing parts
of the manuscript. And also to Ms. Long Yanli and other mem-
bers of Sinolingua for their valuable suggestions concerning the
style and contents of the book.

We welcome all comments and suggestions from both stu-
dents and teachers who use the text and from professional col-

leagues.

Writers
Jin Nailu
Song Yankun
Hao Jie
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Phonetic Symbols of the Chinese Language
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er Yl

ai Cai) uai Cuai)

el Ceil uei  Cueid

a0 (au) iao Cian]

ou Cou) jou (ioul

an (an) ian Cian) uvan Cuan) dan (yan)
en (an) in CGn) uen C(uen] #n Cynd
ang (ap) iang (ian) uang (uap)

eng (€3] ing (ig) ueng C(uay)

ong (um) iong (ypl

1. FRAHESHHEBROOIMO,,FRO.
The final *i* in the following syllables is pronounced re-
spectively as (1 Jand (1D instead of Cil.
zhi chi shi ri Q]
zi ci si (4]

2. “0"BRU“e*FXMBHN jq.x HMH . EBENAEL
WAL ESX TSN, PAAEE, WERTHE
HEVRRE.

When "U” or a final beginning with *11" is r.-ombmed with
"i¥, "q" or "x", the two dots on top can be omitted; but they
can not be omitted when "#* or a final beginning with *it” is
combined with any other initial. Pay attention to the pronunci-
ation of the following syllables.
ju qu xu
juan quan XuAn

jue que xue



jun qun xun

nu nii lu lia

3. “iou.uei.uen”Jr N &0+, 5/ iu, ui, un.
If "iou”, "uei”, or "uen” is preceded by an initial, it

should be written as "-iu", ”-ui” or "-un".

L VHBREVRE - EFEFLE, BERNNT.

When "i” stands for a separate syllable or is at the begin-
ning of a syllable, it is written in the following way :

i - yi
1) v + in - yin
ing - ying
2)  “IECHYy”
"i"” changed into "y"

ia - ya

ie —- ye
ian —- yan
iao —- yao
iang —- yang
iou —- you
iong — yong

5w AE A A
When "u” stands for a separate syllable, it is preceded by
w,
u — wu

“WHE—NE IR, “u” B R YW,



When "u” is at the beginning of a syllable, "u” is changed

into "w".
ua — wa uai —- wai
uan = — wan uang —> wang
uel —- wel uen —- wen
ueng —* weng uo - WO

6. “a"HEEWRE—-TETH L, HFHUMTF .
When " ii" stands for a separate syllable or is at the begin-
ning of a syllable, it is written in the following way .

yu yue yuan yun

7. THRIEAFTVHIEBETMEMNETERINAES. &
HBE—-PNAER B AER.

The difference in pronouncing the initials in each of the
following pairs is that one initial in each pair is aspirated and

the other is not.
ba da ge i zi zhi
pa ta ke qi ci chi

B OWE O WA AR
Xiandai Hanya zhong de si gé shéngdiao
About the Four Tones in Standard Chinese Pronunciation

L WEENEFVRAF SN SR A dBRany. 80F
WA R RS RS ANNEAER PR —E B E B
ARENE, SRS WRSR.

A Chinese syllable usually consists of a " sheng” (a beginning



consonant) and a *yun” (the rest of the syllable) or is formed with
a "yun” only. Every syllable has a tone. There are four basic tones
in Beijing pronunciation, i.e. the first tone, the second tone, the
third tone and the fourth tone. They are represented respectively by
the tone marks "-7, "7, # ¥ » and v,

RS BIER SR EETHF L, Flm. PEIGE

The tone marks "-", ##, #~ # and "\ should be placed above
the main vowel in the "yunmu” (final). For example:

Zhongguod Hanya

2. FE AR, & X ARF

A difference in tone indicates a difference in meaning. For ex-

ample

[OI1 (i) chicken
a2 (ji) impatient ; fast
JL (i) how many
#F (i) to post

@ & (xié) some
& (xié) shoe
" (xié) to write
14 (xié) to thank

@ K (hui) grey
] (hui) to return, to go back
24 (hui) to destroy
3 (hui} can

@ B (wen) warm
151 (wén) to smell
Wy (weén) to kiss



HESHSE I

(wen)
(tang)
(tdng)
(tdng)
(tang)

to ask
soup

sugar

to lie down

to iron (clothes)
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