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Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions
Flourishing and Colorful
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Preface

"Festivals and conventions" are a special window on human civilization. The multicolored "festival and convention”
culture carries the life memories and boundless sentiments of human beings, displaying the process of human civilization

in the richest and most vivid forms.

China has a vast territory, a large number of ethnic groups, and a splendid 5 000-year history of civilization. Various
kinds of traditional "festivals and conventions" that have multiplied on China's fertile cultural soil number more
than 3.000, such as thc Nadam Fair celebrated by the ethnic groups living in the grasslands in north China, Flower
Fair and Corban Festival by the people in northwest China, Shoton Festival and Water Splashing Festival by the
people in southwest China, and A-Ma Festival by the people in the coastal areas of southeast China, expressing the
ancient and everlasting ardor of the Chinese people. Like dazzling torches of life, these festivals have been handed
down from generation to generation, and still move our hearts. The wide variety of traditional Chinese "festivals and
conventions" describe in a rich and colorful manner the beautiful history of our nation, and have contributed to the
richness and diversity of Chinese culture as well as the culture of the world as a whole. They have become previous

cuitural heritages and tourism resources of humankind.

Human beings need to have exchanges with each other, and need to constantly display their heartfelt understanding,
emotional accumulation, life experiences, and cultural, scientific, technological and economic achievements. The people
of different eras, regions and colors are infatuated and intoxicated with "festivals and conventions," because "festivals
and conventions" form a platform where human beings exchange their best feelings and display their most excellent

achievements.

The "festivals and conventions” that have been held in China since the initiation of the policies of reform and opening to
the outside world some 20 years ago fully display the characteristics of the modern era. The original ordinary exchanges
between different ethnic groups and regions mainly for entertainment have been replaced by cultural and economic
exchanges between ethnic groups, regions and countries, a trend which is better suited to world culture and peace, and to

economic globalization as well.



Meanwhile, China's specialized exhibitions and expositions have developed rapidly in recent years, with a total
number of over 2,000. The construction of exhibition halls in Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
Qingdao, Dalian, Xiamen, Hangzhou, Wuhan, Kunming, Chengdu and Chongging is in full swing, and the exhibition
industry is rapidly developing toward specialization and internationalization, and sparing no effort to set up
famous-brand products. The 2008 Olympic Games, to be held in Beijing, and the World Exposition 2010, to be
held in Shanghai, presage a golden era for China's convention and exhibition economy. The vigorous growth of
the convention and exhibition industry will accelerate the development of relevant industries in China, such as
production, circulation, services, tourism, advertising, transport and insurance, and speed up China's merger with

economic globalization.

The festivals, conventions and exhibitions have built a bridge between China and the world, and have widened the
window for the world to understand China. China's traditional "festival and convention" culture and its modern exhibition
economy, full of vitality, link the friendly feelings and material circulation between the East and the West with their

unique charm, and are attracting more and more attention from people of all walks of life both domestic and foreign life.

Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions, compiled by China Pictorial and published by the China
Pictorial Publishing House, includes, for the first time in the form of picture albums, the festivals, conventions and
expositions which are related to China's economy, culture, tourism, folk customs and religions, and introduces their
history, status and prospects, as well as places of scenic and historical interest and folk customs, in a systematic way.
With abundant data, this classic, in both text and pictures, integrates culture, economy and practicality. This series of
picture albums is of great importance for summing up and disseminating China's time-honored "festival and
convention” culture, promoting the development of China's economy, trade and tourism, and strengthening exchanges

between the cultures of China and the rest of the world.

Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions is a huge project, in many volumes. Thanks are due for
the great support of local governments, the active participation of a large number of leading Chinese scholars, and
the painstaking efforts of all the editors and working personnel involved in this project over the past year or so.

This series of picture albums will be published volume by volume. Wishing this project every success.

Minister of Culture of the People’s Republic of China
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From Spiritual Homeland to Stage of Life

— Preface to Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions

Hong Kong and Macao Volume

The Hong Kong and Macao Volume of Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions has been
published. The photo album was compiled and published by China Pictorial Publishing House. It includes
contributions from the Information Services Department of the HKSAR Government and the Information
Bureau of the MSAR Government. The album introduces nearly 100 festivals, conventions and exposi-
tions which are related to politics, the economy, recreation and sports, arts, tourism, folk customs and
religion. It vividly traces the historical evolution of Hong Kong and Macao and reflects the dynamism of

the two cities today.

Hong Kong and Macao are in the forefront of the merger of Eastern and Western cultures. This cultural
characteristic is prominently manifested by local "festivals, conventions and expositions." Different tra-
ditional customs and religious beliefs of East and West receive the same respect in Hong Kong and Macao.
The "festivals, conventions and expositions" of different ethnic groups, with different contents and styles,
such as fireworks to welcome Spring during the Spring Festival, Catholic mass celebrated at Christmas,
the bright moon at Mid-Autumn Festival, the night of revelry at Halloween, the celebration of A-Ma's
birthday through song and dance, the pious and solemn parade of the portrait of Our Lady and so on, are
celebrated in Hong Kong and Macao in unison, representing a culture and spirit that incorporate things of

diverse natures.

Both Hong Kong and Macao are international metropolises with highly modern societies. The most fash-
jonable things prevail in those cities, while the most ancient customs are also deep-rooted there. Tradi-
tional customs and religious beliefs, as well as "festivals and conventions," which have declined or disap-
peared elsewhere, have been retained and developed in Hong Kong and Macao. This phenomenon shows
that amidst different cultures, people will be sentimentally attached to their mother culture and spiritual

homeland. The merger of the quintessential and rational elements of traditional "festivals and conven-



tions" and modern life has gradually evolved into patriotic feelings, and reverence together with a conscious-

ness of loyalty, honesty and benevolence in a life, marked by keen competitions.

Living in highly developed commercial societies, the people of Hong Kong and Macao are pragmatic. The
traditional festivals and activities of Hong Kong and Macao, such as the A-Ma Festival, Dragon Boat Festi-
val and Drunken Dragon Dance, attract tourists from all over the world, and the varied and colorful art,
music and film festivals, sports contests as well as conventions, exhibitions and cultural activities held in
Hong Kong and Macao are directly related to the economy. Hong Kong's convention and exhibition industry
ranks fifth in the world, and first in Asia; and Macao's convention and exhibition industry has attracted
worldwide attention thanks to the slogan of "serving as a bridge between Europe and Asia,"” and its range of
efficient services supporting the industry. Scores of exhibitions related to fashion, toys, gifts, clocks and
watches, jewelry, electronic products, and trade and investment are held regularly in Hong Kong and Macao.
With a wide variety of products, a wealth of information, endless streams of tourists and businesspeople,

Hong Kong and Macao take the lead in the world in integrating business, shopping, and tourism.

Various kinds of "festivals, conventions and expositions” related to folk customs, religions, culture, arts,
tourism, recreation, economy and trade have had a colorful impact on the social life of Hong Kong and
Macao. They vividly describe the exotic history of Hong Kong and Macao, and illustrate the diversified,

dynamic and vigorous life styles of the two metropolises.

Chinese Culture: Festivals, Conventions and Expositions not only offers visual enjoyment to readers, but
also helps them better understand the spiritual and material lives of the people of Hong Kong and Macao. We
sincerely hope that this photo album will serve as a bridge to strengthen the exchanges between Hong Kong

and Macao and the international community and Mainland China.

Wishing Hong Kong and Macao an even more spectacular future.

President of the School of Humanities and

Social Sciences, Tsinghua University
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A Survey of Hong Kong
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Handover Ceremony

National Day

The Inauguration Ceremony of the Legal Year
International Women's Day

International Labor Day

International Conventions
The Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the
International Monetary Fund

ITU TELECOM ASIA

FORTUNE Global Forum

World Congress of Accountants

The General Meeting of the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council
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Hong Kong Fashion Week

Hong Kong Gathers the World’s Latest Fashions

Hong Kong Toys and Games Fair

Hong Kong Watch and Clock Fair

Hong Kong International Eyeglasses Fair

Hong Kong International Jewelry Show

Hong Kong Gifts and Premium Fair

Hong Kong Houseware Fair

Hong Kong International Hardware & Home Improvement Fair
Hong Kong International Lighting Fair

Hong Kong Products Expo

Hong Kong Electronics Fair

International Electronic Components and Production Technology Fair
Hong Kong Information Infrastructure Exposition and Conference
Hong Kong Education & Career Expo

Hong Kong International Patent Authorization Exhibition
International Conference & Exhibition of the Modernization
of Chinese Medicine & Health Products

SME Market Day

Hong Kong International Stationery Fair
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Culture and Recreation

Hong Kong Arts Festival

Hong Kong International Film Festival
International Latin American Dance Competition
Asian Games Celebration

Hong Kong Schools Music Festival

Hong Kong Teachers' Day

Hong Kong Book Fair

Hong Kong Comics Fair

Hong Kong Rugby Sevens

International Tennis Tournaments
International Hiking Festival

Ten Thousand People Performing Taijiquan
Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon
Cross Harbor Swimming Competition
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Tourism and Community Activities
City of Life: Hong Kong Is It!

Eighteen Sights in Hong Kong

Best of the Best Culinary Awards

Hong Kong Food Expo

Hong Kong International Kite Flying Festival
Hong Kong Flower Show

Community Chest Walks for Millions

Hong Kong Tree Planting Day

Hong Kong Trailwalker

Summer Youth Program

Hong Kong Horse Racing

Dog Shows



Folk Customs and Religions

BENE Lunar New Year
TTH Lantern (Yuen Siu) Festival
75 BAED Ching Ming Festival
bR Tuen Ng (Dragon Boat) Festival
PRKED Mid-Autumn Festival
HGE Chung Yeung Festival
BHONH Birthday of Che Kung
Rigit Birthday of Tin Hau
BENKEERE The Bun Festival on Cheung Chau Island
3 Birthday of Lord Buddha
= WE Yue Lan (Hungry Ghost) Festival
BIEE Easter
B Christmas
B ETEH New Year's Eve and New Year's Day
PN St Valentine's Day
R Mother's Day
QI Father's Day
BEE Halloween
i \m) ] Macao
AP A Brief Survey of Macao
EAXBEHA Important Celebrations and Ceremonies
BB Handover Ceremony
Be National Day
ST Opening of the Legal Year

HERESRERES Macao International Trade and Investment Fair

LEREHE (€6) - TN Eureka Asia

RPIRATED 7 7 Macao Arts Festival

THLPY B L Macao International Music Festival
SRR S FEEE Macao International Youth Dance Festival
BHEEAREE Macao Grand Prix
P W R AT Macao Open Golf Tournament
SRFIE S B RAASE Macao International Marathon
SRPIH R HEARE Macao Women's Volleyball Grand Prix
54 F iR E World Women's Hockey Championship
BT AEAKRE Macao Macanese Convention

EPIE B YRR Macao International Museum Day



MR- B Tourism and Entertainment

RP R The Classical Sights of Macao
HPIE R Macao Cuisine Tour
W54E AL AR Macao A-Ma Tourism Festival
g dislil=| Macao World Travel Day
JRPY B BRAT AL L B (B R Macao International Fireworks Display Contest
RPIE PR AR ST B Macao International Dragon Boat Festival
-3 Horse Racing
E-30) Dog Racing
B¥ReEETEE Industrial Security and Health Week
Rt R¥| Customs and Religions
BENE Lunar New Year
& BRED Ching Ming Festival
HhEKER Mid-Autumn Festival
+ b Tou Tai Festival
BER Birthday of Kun lam
B ok Birthday of Pak Tai
IR A-Ma Festival
E YN Tam Kong Festival
FREE Feast of the Drunken Dragon
[0 765 R Birthday of Kwai Tai
FLEFRE Birthday of Confucius
ZI5E Seven Sisters Festival
£-pr3:0] Easter Day
¥ R R E 4RO Procession of the Passion of Our Lord
T3t 35 30 B R K Procession of Our Lady of Fotima
B2 All Souls Day
LEEFEEH Feast of Immaculate Conception
B Christmas Day
B #FS| Index of Hong Kong and Macao’s Annual

Festivals, Conventions and Exhibitions

. Many Thanks for the Support Extended by
ﬂlﬁiﬂﬁiiﬁaﬁi the Following People and Organizations in

Hong Kong and Macao



