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The Grand Sutra Hall of the
Sagya Monastery.

Sagya Monastery

The Sagya Monastery, located at the foot of the Benbo Mountain in
Sagya County, Tibet Autonomous Region, is the chief monastery of the
Sagya Sect of Tibetan Buddhism.In 1961, the PRC State Council cited it as
one of the cultural relic units subject to state protection.In Tibetan, Sagya
means "white clay." In 1073, Kun Goinchu Gyibo (1034-1102), offspring of
the Kun noble family of the Tubo Kingdom, discovered white clay at the
southern slope of the Benbo Mountain, which he considered very
auspicious. This prompted him to invest in the construction of the Sagya

Monastery, from which the Sagya Sect was formed.The walls of the Sagya



10

=300 Y& S BROT e A0 5K 4 78 7P
B3 ISIN. RANTREDS,. HF &
BT 75(1092—-1158)E KFF=ill=5F.
RIBEBTH2INNE, BF=0HCE
B2 F5TER, W IR “F=ER” (77300
KIm), ZIyrED3E. RIEBTFHEY
RIREANEBFEANFUN 0. =5
FLERBRERFUFSTE, =
. OB IERRTHE SR
ISU=2R(1182—1251) BFIIIREB S
BYAD ., tDEFRG=PE, DX 00 P ES
X, EBACGE.

Monastery are painted red which
symbolizes the Wisdom Buddha, white
which symbolizes the Goddess of Mercy
and green which symbolizes Vajra Buddha.
For this reason, the Sagya Sect is also
referred to as the "striped sect."

When Kun Goinchu Gyibo died, his
son, Goinga Nyingbo (1092-1158) took
over the role as the abbot of the Sagya
Monastery.He was a knowledgeable man,
which made it possible for him to make
perfect the doctrines of the Sagya Sect.
Because of his efforts, he was honored as
Sachin, or the 1st Sagya Master. Goinga

Nyingbo's second son, Soinam Zemo, was
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In 1247, Sagya Pandit, a religious leader of Tibet, met with Godan,
grandson of Genghis Khan, in Liangzhou (present-day Wuwei, Gansu
Province). In the same year, Pandit sent an open letter to monk and lay
leaders in U-Tsang and Ngari, which says that the Mongolian troops
could hardly be defeated and Tibet should pledge allegiance to them.
The letter lists basic methods for Tibet to accept the administrative
system as stipulated by the Mongol Kharnate. Picture shows the letter
included in the Linage of the Sagya.
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Imperial Tutor was an important official position during the Yoan Dynasty. In 1270, Pagba was
granted the official title. After him, there were 13 others. All the Imperial Tutors were monks with
the Sagya Sect, mostly coming from the clan of the Sagya Prince of Dharma. Shown here is a list

of Imperial Tutors.

1513 FABEPEER(vero mgon chos rie vphags pa blo gros
rgyal mishan,1235— 1280),1260— 1270 SE(EE Wi, 1270 — 1280 4E4F
Fe 4 RN GE .

Phagpa Lodro Gyaltsen (vPhags-pa blogros rgyal-mtshan, 1235-1280),
State Tutor from 1260 to 1270, Imperial Tutor to the Yuan dynasty emperor
Shizu (Kublai) from 1270 to 1280.

2. CHEMIAERS K, rin chen rgyal mtshan,1238—1279), A
BEREE, 1276 — 1279 FET I BLTNFER .

Rinchen Gyaltsen (Rin-chen rgyal- mtshan, 1238-1279), Imperial
Tutor to the Yuan dynasty emperor Shizu (Kublai) during 1276-1279.

3. BB (IR RS JLIE/\ $%]#, dharma pa la rakashi ta,1268
—1287), ABERRWBEEZ T, 1281— 128645 FE T H B TIRIF
.

Dharmapala (Dharma pa-la rakashi-ta, 1269-1287), son of Chakna
Dorje, who was phagpa's brother; Imperial Tutor to the Yuan dynasty em-
peror Shizu (Kublai) during 1281-1286.

4. EXRCHIAIFFEEER, ye shes rin chen,1249 —1295), A
BERFBT, AT 12861291 £4ETT 2L DFN.

Yeshe Rinchen (Ye-shes rin-chen, 1249-1295), Phagpa's disciple, Im-
perial Tutor to the Yuan dynasty empe'ror Shizu (Kublai) during 1286-1291.

5. ILERAURFZHNA®B YL, grags pa vod zer,1246—1303),
NABEMFEN, 1291 —1303FERHHBBE. SRR EHITNR .

Drakpa Odser (Grays-pa vod-zer, 1246-1303), Phagpa's personal
attendant, (imperial Tutor to Yuan emperor Shizu (Kublai) and Yuan emperor
Cheng Zong (Timur) during 1291-1303.

6. {ZHEROAFMFKRE, rin chen rgyal mishan,1257—1305),
BOHEFRER 8.2 5, W i 24 2T A bR BN R 2%
. 1303 — 1305 SRR SE M E 0D .

Richen Gyaltsen (Rin-chen rgyal-mtshan, 1257-1305), younger
brother of the fourth imperial Tutor Yeshe Rinchen, He was appointed by
Yuan emperor Shizu (Kublai) to be abbot of the Sakya Shitog Lhadrang, and
became the Imperial Tutor of Yuan emperor Cheng Zong (Timur) from 1303
to 1305.

7. &5 M(sangs rgyas dpal,1267—1314), EHEFMILERES
€, WEFERFER, 1305— BUYEETRFEEY. TRAZHE.
TR R AN .

Sengye Pal (Sangs-rgyas deal, 1267-1314), nephew of the fifth Impe-
rial Tutor Drakpa Odser, He was once the abbot of the Sakya Monastery and
then the Imperial Tutor 1o the Yuan emperors Cheng Zong (Timur), Wu Zong
(Khaissan) and Ren Zong (Ayurbadrabal),

8. FIBHGEERARA(AEL S P & % BUHIRE b, kun dgav blo
gros rgyal mishan dpal bzang po,1299 —1327), ABEGER,
BI5— 12T R4ET 7 $ . TEZRE. STREHF hidgA LD
.

Kunga Lodro Gyaltsen Palzangpo (Kun- dgar blo-gros rgyal-mtshan
dpal-bzang-po, 1299-1327), Phagpa's grand-nephew, Imperial Tutor to the
Yuan emperors Ren Zong (Ayurbad- rabal), Ying Zong (Shoodbal) and Tai
Ding Di (Yesuntemur),

9. KEUi LY (dbang phyug rgyal mtshan), €Lt - BERD Bk
1323 — 1325 SEAERE W RIDEA LRGN . 930 sk Wbk L iR,
TRATRER S8 /\ L WG U8 B R IR A AL ST AR A, Wik
#%.

Wangchuk Gyaltsen (dbang-phyng rgyal- mtshan), Imperial Tutor to
Tai Ding Di (Yesunte- mur) from 1323 through 1325 according to the "sec-
tion on Famous Buddhist Monks and Taoist Priests" in the History of the
Yuan Dynasty, How- ever, there is no such record in Tibetan historical
documents, He probably acted as a deputy for the eighth Imperial Tutor,
Kunga Lodro Gyaltsen Palzangpo, when the latter was away from Bei- jing,

10. HWELETERAZH(IAFEL TR /A BYURBR -,
kun dgav legs pavi vbyung gnas rgyal mishan dpal bzang po,1308
—1341), A\ BEMED, 1328— 13294 4E 0 2 th e A JLAIFNG ..

Kunga Legpa Jungne Gyaltsen Pal- zangpo (Kun-dgav legs-pavi
vbyung-gnas rgyal- mtshan dpal-bzang-po, 1308-1341), Phagpa's grand-
nephew, Imperial Tutor to Yuan emperor Tai Ding Di (Yesuntemur) during
1328-1329.

1. C&ALE(RFR A MEE, rin chen bkra shis), 1329 g2
fERH, GTH - BB FHIFHERL L. B RN RRX T
Ridd, TRERERRE, #1332 FREMET.

Rinchen Drashi (Rin-chen bkra-shis), Imperial Tutor from 1329 to
1332. He was the last Imperial Tutor recorded in the "section of Famous
Buddhist Monks and Taoist Priests” in the History of the Yuan Dynasty, But
there are no records of him in Tibetan historical documents, Probably he was
also an acting Imperial Tutor.

12. SOBRR MRH(IREA S LRI |, kun dgav rgyal mishan
dpal bzang po,1310—1358), ABEAMES, 1333—— 1358 E{EL
MR 2 A RS N

Kunga Gyaltsen Palzangpo (Kun-dgav rgyai-mtshan dpal-bzang-po,
1310-1358), Phag- pa's grand-nephew, Imperial Tutor to Yuan em- peror Shun
Di (Togontemur).

13. W& %l (bla chen bsod nams blo gros,1332—1362), A
BEMERF, ECEMRRISHE, GEREEEY SRS, £l
Fih 1358 — 1326 SEAE TN AW /RATH U .

Lachen Sonam Lodro (bla-chen bsodnams blo-gros, 1332-1362),
Phagpa's great grand-nephew, There are no records about him in Chinese
historical documents, Sakya's Lineat Description (Sa-skya dung-rabs) says
he was appointed Imperial Tutor, It seems that he was the Imperiat Tutor to
Shun Di (Togontemur) from 1358 to 1362.

14. WimES b(mam rgyal dpal bzang po)ER FATE—ZAZE
UREERS, ABIGESHY “REMTEM", BTFRXiCR.

Namgyal Palzangpo (rnam-rgyal dpal- bzang-po), appointed as Im-
perial Tutor after 1362 by the end of the Yuan dynasty, At the beginning of
the Ming dynasty, he was appointed as dictate "state Tutor of Prosperous
Buddhi ding to Chinese historical records.

Treasure",
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Kublai Khan, founder of the Yuan Dynasty, established pacification commissioner's offices in Tibet,

plus 13 wanhu (10,000-household) offices headed by Sagya where one Boingen Wanhu was put in

charge of 13 wanhu offices. Boingen Wanhu and other officials were recommended by the Imperial

Tutor and appointed by the Central Government. Ffrom then on, Tibet became officially incorporated

into Ching, and the organizational form characteristic of temporal and religious administration was

formed. Pictured here are the part of the History of Yuan Dynasty on the establishment of the three

pacification commissioner's offices and 13 wanhu offices.
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the 2nd Sagya Master; his third son, Zhaba Gyaincain, who presided over
the Sagya Monastery for 57 years, was the 3rd Sagya Master. Sapan Goinga
Gyaincain(1182-1251);Goinga Nyingbo's foruth son Bechin Obo,was a noted

figure of the Sagya Sect and served as the 4th Sagya Master. He was also

i B IR 13 A 4

known as Sapan or Sagya Pandit.

BAB/N\ B EEHE
In the early 13th century, the Mongol tribe headed by Genghis Khan (5T

rose and gained control of the Central Plains. Before Godan, grandson of ~ Kublai khan issued an edict to
Sagya Monk Lhagyi Sengebi

Genghis Khan, sent his troops into Tibet, he intended to meet Sapan Goinga ibiigalisn words crented in

Gyaincain who enjoyed the highest prestige among members of all the  accordance with Pagba script).
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In 1304, Yuan Imperial Tutor Rengen Gyaincain issued an edict to Sagya monks ordering them to protect monasteries.




