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PREFACE

One of the problems which this book is addressing is
the crisis confronting historical research in recent years.
The process of specialization has tumed the discipline
into a more and more isolated and lonely arena with
little interaction with society as a whole.

The significance of specialized research is indisputable.
However, when historical knowledge has lost contact
with society at large, the discipline of history has a
lesser role to play in the historical process itself. The
discipline, as a significant part of civil education, helps
the people of a nation to know its history and the world.
Over-specialization has cost the discipline its historical
vitality.

This book takes a generalistic approach in presenting
the author’s view of Western Civilization. The methodo-
logy involves using a large number of photographs, stories
or dramas illustrating those key ideas discussed. Even
though such an approach or style of writing has always
been put down as “less academic”, the author feels
confident that this book will only be the beginning of a

serious attempt to face the crisis stated above.
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