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’ To the Reader

This book is mostly helpful to those preparing for the Chinese Proficiency
Tests (HSK) at elementary and intermediate levels. It can also be used by anyone
working on the vocabulary of the Chinese language.

Taking into full consideration of the actual levels in Chinese and the practical
needs of the users of this book, the writers have tried to make it easy to understand
and practical and convenient for use. Explanations of the meanings of words and
sentences are given concisely; comparisons are made to show differences; and
large quantities of exercises are designed for students at different levels and in dif-
ferent forms for their practice. It is hoped that all these features will make the book
outstanding among the books of the same kind. In addition, keys to exercises are
provided at the end of the book so that it can also be used as a teach-yourself
book. A

The 5,000 words in this book are selected from Phases A,B and C of A Col-
lection of Words and Phrases for the Chinese Proficiency Tests ( complied by the
HSK Testing Center, Work Office of the Leading Group of the Teaching of Chinese
for Foreigners, China). However, explanations are given and exercises are de-
signed only for those words which are somewhat confusing in meaning and liable to
be misused. There are altogether 1,298 such words arranged in 437 groups.

All the writers of this book are professors with rich experience in teaching Chi-
nese to foreigners and ample knowledge of where the difficulties and problems of
foreigners lie when they are learning the language. It is the writers’sincere hope
that this book will be able to render our readers some help in their studies of the
Chinese language.

For an effective use of this book, it is advisable to read carefully “Guide to
the Use of the Book”.
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Guide to the Use of the Book

1. This book consists of three units arranged on the basis of the parts of
speech of the words, i. e., nouns, verbs and adjectives. Each unit con-
tains a number of groups of words, and each group is made up of two to
five words which are semantically or morphologically related to each other
but different and liable to be mixed up. It should be noted that adverbs are
not included in the book. This is because adverbs are relatively few in

. number, and exercises involving adverbs have already been included in
the book of this series concerning grammar. However, they should not be

left out when students are preparing for the HSK test.

2. Two retrieval systems are available in the book. One method is based on
the arrangement of parts of speech. Within each part of speech, groups of
words are arranged in the alphabetical order of pinyin of the first word in
each group, while in each group words are related to each other in some
way and are not arranged according to a specific order. The second re-
trieval system, which is a compensation for the first one, is to arrange all
the words in the alphabetical order of pinyin. Therefore, if one wishes to
look up some words of the same part of speech, the first system can be
used. if one only wishes to look up a certain word, then the second one
would be more effective to use. Of course, it is also possible to study all

the words systematically without having to resort to any retrival system at
all.

3. Each group of words has the following three parts:
A. Inflections, Pronunciations and Meaning of the Words
In this part, the way of writing, pronunciation and meaning of each
word are presented. The Pinyin system used is based on that of the Modern

Chinese Dictionary. The commonly used meanings of the word are given
— 3 —



and they are listed after 0,2, and so on.

Additional information is provided as follows:

a. The measure words for some nouns are given in brackets “( )”.
When there are more than one measure word, they are separated by a slant
“/” with the more common ones preceding the less common ones.

b. Antonyms are given for some words, and they are indicated with
arrows “«——”.

c. Styles are indicated with “{ 1 ]” for colloquialism, “[ 43]” for
written style.

d. Attitudinal colouring is indicated with “[ #&]” for a complimenta-
ry sense and “[ % ]” for a derogatory sense.

e. For a word that has more than one part of speech, it will be indi-
cated with (4%) for a noun; (3fj) for a verb; (J&) for an adjective; and
with (@) for an adverb.

B. Usages

In this very important part, various usages of the word are exemplified
through comparisons. Incorrect usages are indicated with an asterisk """ .
The corrections of some incorrect usages are given in brackets “( )" and
are indicated with ticks “ /”

C. Exercises

The exercises in each group of words are meant to help readers rein-
force what they have learned about the meanings and the usages of the

words in the group. They can be considered exercises at the initial stage.

4. Comprehensive exercises are provided at the end of each unit for readers to

have a better mastery of the words in the unit.

5. To help readers familiarize the format of the HSK test and upgrade their a-
bility to solve test problems, two simulated tests at elementary and inter-
mediate levels have been designed. Each test is expected to be finished in

forty minutes.

6. Key to all the exercises and simulated tests is provided at the end of the
book for readers to check their answers after they finish the exercises or the
simulated tests.

— 4 —
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Guide to Problem Solutions of the Vocabulary Part of the HSK Test

7 HSK B, LR — M EFEENIRAAE, WRERNMEE T4
BERN—ANTE. BAKHT HSK B FHELE, RERXMNLRERTHES
AR BT Yk A B IR, BT H AL AR S i, LR
X, YR, T HSK XM — i i REER S, TR ECH &
P A > AR, N TR &% RS

The Chinese vocabulary deserves due attention from our readers as it consti-
tutes a very important part in the HSK test. For a desirable test result, it is advisa-
ble for the reader to be familiar with the characteristics of the HSK test paper and
test techniques, apart from a fairly good mastery of the vocabulary including the

pronunciations, the parts of speech and the meanings of the words.

— RERCANEBIER

Format and Characteristics of the Vocabulary Questions

HSK LB B4 FE M BRI — MO ML HENE AT, X
BRI A & A T E

The vocabulary questions are mainly included in the first part of Reading
Comprehension and Blank Filling of the HSK test.

1. RS —SriEiTE
Vocabulary questions in the first part of Reading Comprehension

XA FERMRALERH TS : a. FEREBER N E L
fHIWTRE F7 5 b. B4R LT SCEBHERTELCRIRE S

This part mainly tests the students’ abilities in the following two aspects: a.
understanding the different meanings of polysemous words in certain contexts, and
b. inferring meanings from the contexts.

MIAIMESRE , X B4R X E R &1 . 3R B AR Bl iR M — 5 A
Eo BT



Mostly, nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and idioms are tested in this part,

e. g

[1] EAFERZT EBF T
A X B. &7
C. FHA D. E%eA

XA B AR NN 215 B N B,
To solve this problem, the correct comprehension of the noun “3 A is required.

MIEERE , —M 60% ~70% & B B\ Z%i7,30% £HRANEH, HE
5% A% E =R, A, RARE,

In terms of difficulty, 60% ~70% of the words tested in this part are selected
from the phases A and B, about 30% from Phase C, and the rest 5% from else-
where. Most of the words are from Phase B.

MERRE , (R —AE B P RIL AR S IE (P R , B2 HEE

R-EREFE(WMARR) . RZ, IR H R 7 28R IE (IR %
) LB/ EER—ERBFR (MNP  2%i8) . FTHEBHT:

If the word underlined in a question is a frequently used word (a word from
Phase A), then the words provided for choice are usually not frequently used ones
(words from Phase C). On the other hand, if the word underlined is not a common
words(frofn Phase C), the words for choice are usually commonly used ones ( the

words from the phases A and B), e.g.

(2] AN &E AR R T,
A. BBk B. #&%
C. B D. IrEE

BE RN “ I B R, B AR BGR Y, 1025 2 18 i o P 433 I A X
Bk,
In the above example, “Bf” is a common word, while the words for choice are not

so frequently used.
[3) LA MEXRTHHA, FTHL, B TEREX,
A % B. 7512
C. %% D. &xX



BRI 37 RARSIA , L5368 RV BRI

Here, “3£” is not a common word, but the words for choice are quite common.

2. FAREEE WS NENLE
Vocabulary questions in the first part of Blank Filling
X —FRAr ERPRE AR T SCGA B LS AR E RS AR ]
SGAGESCGAR ZRVIEFPTEE S . BT EMA T
This part mainly tests the students’ abilities to understand the language in the
context and to differentiate synonyms, near synonyms and the words with similar

forms, e. g.

141 - 142
ERRMNESRT —MEE, RS LW LL KR4, LE RS
W KA, XX, X142,
141. A. ## B. #rac C. #% D. HA¥
142. A. %A B. %4 C. % D. £&

PAERFEADHEE ML, FRXERE EERER, B LA
A—ERHKR . XRTFEFEEBHITIN, RIS
The two sets of words provided for choice contain “¥&” and “3L” respectively and
their likeliness to each other will probably make the students confused. However,
they are not necessarily related to each other in meanings. The students, therefore,
are required to distinguish them correctly.
Soh B A HAKRIEE E , A B iE AR 7 — i , BORUER s
Moreover, the students should also pay attention to the different parts of

speech of the words.

—EEHTS

Test Techniques

1. BEFMATTREKESTIMNR

AT AR RIS ENRER . REXRERZRAT U
BRI, BT

The students should make a good use of the language situation as it very often

provides a hint for deducing the correct meaning of the word underlined, e. g.
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[AIAMERE S L ERHA, AT ATRENAFANZLERE,

A FH B. A #F &

C. RiAR D. REK
BAMREA 2 “ RE” XA, /R R, E T XA B R, AiERUR SR
FHIHEHCERWAN, EERFRNTEEARR", XA LR IREA, 5
ERBARMERY, M BEERHAHRHLERANZRE BCAERM
NGB RE MZR“AERHER, ERE D, TRESHEREE,
VAL % iwa )35 18
Here, the context “ R BRFHEHCERMAN” and “[EHN T LA are very
helpful to those not familiar with the word “[R%&” , as they imply that the opposite
to “BCEWRMA” must be “BOAEKRMKAN". Therefore, the correct choice
“D. AEIK” can be easily made.

2 . ERIEHERHRE

HERR R RE A CCLE BN IRHREATENER, EHIREE
/N R . BRI R RBEERRN KR, BT

Another technique that works very effectively is to rule out the choices that
are obviously wrong so that there are less possibilities left for the correct

answer, e. g.

143 - 144

W R EARIEFT ,KE143 e,

T: kk&k, KAKUEAR, T£!

A B S, B L2 BRI R R

‘?’: ﬁﬁTo
143. A. #4#% B. & i C. #HF D. &%
144. A. A B. 45 C. A D. &%

XEBER— MRS, IR ERR R R RN EBXR,
s R GBS WEBURX R, HRT 43K BMD, BEHT
B AR C,RIBE S TR, “shkE” XME - REERLIAA, I AK
"""" B S35 #g B T 2R P BhiA) , SR SLHEBR T A, 143 B R RBER Co

Since this dialogue is about some people who are eating at a table, it is
obvious that “Zj&” (143. D) which means “ HH %~ and “B i~ (143.
B) which means “to talk someone into doing something” have nothing to do

P 8 R



with the situation. So these two can be ruled out. Then, for the structure “ K%
------ RE”, a verb is needed. Therefore, the noun “ZhH4E” (143. A) is not suit-
able. Ony 143. C is the correct answer.

M EREEIBIF PR LB W, & R HEREN TR B2 B RN,
LR, EHESZHRNNER, REENERERESH TR MEEIRLE AR
B (R SGRAGE SGA) RTE AR BRI A R . BATAX A (HSK 7
CHR)BURA T # BDUES S B X —HA R AENC I E S, WRAR 14T
ST A , BETT DA 4R & DGR IR E R 7K, W] BA7E HSK %R Hr L
B RS

From the above examples, it can be seen clearly that test techniques will be of
great help. However, it is more important for the students to have a good command
of the vocabulary including synonyms and those words that look alike but are differ-
ent in meanings( synonyms and near synonyms). Only with a sound foundation in
the vocabulary can the students be well prepared for the HSK test. And this is also
the ultimate goal of compiling the book.
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