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Unit One

1. A Rising Star

When she arrived in the United States in 1985 and landed a job as a saleswoman in a
clothing store, Han Feng didn’t speak English very well and was afraid to answer the
telephone. Today, things are different.

Originally from Hangzhou, China, Han, 31, is among New York’s up-and-coming
fashion designers—a distinction she has earned without any formal training in fashion
design. But Han makes up for her lack of formal training by drawing upon something far
richer: her Chinese background. Using the simplicity of old Chinese styles and her own
fluid and feminine style®, Han creates classic, yet simple, designs that are striking a chord
with American buyers®. ’

If praise for Han is flowing today, it was a long time in coming. After she emigrated
from China with her American husband, Stuart Schonberger, she started to inquire about
becoming a designer. The response: study English for two years, attend design school for
four more and then work as a buyer at a retailing company for another four years after that.
Then, maybe—and only maybe—she could start designing.

“I didn’t listen to them,” says Han laughing, her broad smile lighting up her face. “ |
did not want to wait 10 years. [ wanted to do it my way.”

And so she did. After attending English classes at Hunter college for six months, Han
applied for a job as a buyer at Bloomingdale’s®. She wasn’t selected. Then she turned to a
fabric company, Shamash and Sons, Inc. ® which imports Chinese silk and rayon textiles.
During her year-and-a-half with the company, she familiarized herself with different
materials, and on the side® began to design and produce her own scarves and clothing. “ I
started to sell a few pieces out of the office and made US $ 5,000,” she says. “ Then , I
thought, ‘This could be a business.” ”

That was back in 1987. By 1991, however, her work had not grown substantially. * I
decided I would give it one more year and all my effort, but if that didn’t work; then 1

would quit.”

(Dher own fluid and feminine style: H 5 %R LR R
@striking a chord with American buyers: @ EE Tty %
®Bloomingdale’s: B3 &) 4

®Shamash and Sons, Inc.:Shamash 3 F2A 5]

®on the side :in addition
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Han put more time and energy into designing — and soon it began to pay off. “ In my
first season, I made US $250,000 in sales, then I doubled that to US $500,000 in the second
season. Now, in my third season I have made approximately US $ 1million in sales,” says
Han, whose clothing retails from US $150 for a scarf to US $800 for an evening coat. She
also developed new clients, including Saks Fifth Avenue®, as well as specialty shops like
Linda Dresner and Ultimo. Last October, the prominent fashion tabloid Women’s Wear
Daily® selected her as one of the eight young entrepreneurs who are contributing to “great
American design”. International fashion magazines, including Elie, Vogue, and Harper’s
Bazaar have also run photographs of her designs.

While Han has begun to make her mark in New York’s fashion world, she hasn’t
forgotten her roots. So strong, in fact , are the lingering effects of Han’s up-bringing that
she attributes part of her success to them. “My Chinese background affects my
philosophy,” she says. “ I love everything to be simple, and I try to bring out opposites in
my designs®. I make pieces which can be used for more than one purpose. I get a lot of
inspiration from the old styles.”

Han’s focus on simplicity has great appeal in a country where basic styling is a big
seller, but she is looking to add something of her own. She also aims to design clothing
which is affordable, easy to wear, yet distinct. “ I admire the classic American style that
Ralph Lauren created, but I am different. I take basic fabric in a simple shape, and make it
look unique. My style is dramatic because the woman’s body is what gives my clothing its
shape.” ‘

Still, while aware that she is indebted to her Chinese past, Han wants to concentrate
on the U.S. for now. “ My goal is to become an important American designer,” she says,
“Right now, I am focusing on the American market.” Next she plans to concentrate on
Europe, and then Asia, where, she says: “ I hope someday people in China will wear my
clothes.” _ :
From English Salon, April 1995

Approximately 720 words
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originally /='ridzonoli/ ad. Rk
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Exercise A

Select one answer which is most accurate according to the information given in the
text.

. When Han Feng arrived in the United States, she
A) didn’t speak English very well

B) was afraid to answer the phone

C) landed a job as a saleswoman in a clothing store
D) all of the above

. In order to become a designer, Han Feng was told to do all of the following EXCEPT

A) study English for two years

B) attend design school for four years

C) draw upon something from her Chinese background

D) work as a buyer at a retailing company for another four years

. According to the passage, Han Feng made U.S. dollars in her third

season.
A) approximately $ 1 million B) $500,000
C) $250,000 D) $5,000

. Which of the following is NOT true?

A) Han Feng loves everything to be simple.

B) Han Feng attributes her success to America.

C) Han Feng tried to bring out opposites in her designs.

D) Han Feng makes pieces which can be used for more than one purpose.
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The passage is mainly about
A) how Han Feng becomes a successful fashion des1gner in America
B) how people make money by designing fashion clothes
C) how Chinese background affects one’s success in America
D)both Band C '

Give a short answer to each of the following questions according to your under-
standing of the text, using as few words as possible.
Did Han Feng receive any formal training in fashion design?

How did Han Feng make up for her lack of formal training?

What kind of clothing does she aim to design according to the passage ?

According to Han Feng, what is she determined to focus on right now?

When it comes to Asia, what does she hope?

Discussion Questions

What should we learn from Han Feng?
What qualities do you think a successful person should possess? State your reasons.

Exercise B -

In each of the following items, there is an underlined word which you may not
know. Guess the meaning of the word from the context of the sentences.

Mrs. Jones jidentified the suspect by the scar on his face. ’

What does “identify” mean?

We waited more than half an hour for Beth, but eventually we had to leave without her.
What does “eventually” mean?

Read each of the following paragraphs. Work with anether student, and decide on
the best topic. Be sure your topic is not too general or too specific. Then write the
topic below the paragraph.

In London , it can rain several times a day; each time the rain may come suddenly after
the sun is shining brightly. The air is damp and chill right through July. On one March
afternoon on Hampton Heath last year it rained three times, there was one hail storm,
and the sun shone brilliantly—all this within two hours’ time. It is not unusual to see
men and women rushing down the street on a sunny morning with umbrellas on their



arms. No one knows what the next few moments will bring.
Topic:

. Just as I settle down to read or watch television, he demands that I play with him. If I
get a telephone call, he screams in the background or knocks something over. I always
have to hang up to find out what’s wrong with him. Baby-sitting with my little brother
is no fun. He refuses to let me eat a snack in peace. Usually he wants half of whatever I
have to eat. Then , when he finally grows tired, it takes about an hour for him to fall
asleep. o : :
Topic:

. As a popular saying goes, “Health is better than wealth.” Good health enables one to
seek after his goal in the career he pursues and make contributions to society. Only in
good health can one taste the sweetness and happiness of a comfortable life. Poor
health, however, discourages one from facing the challenging life in a competitive
society. Therefore, health is of great importance to everyone.

Topic:
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2. Love

Katherine Hepburn
Now I’'m going to tell you about Spencer. :

It seems to me I discovered what “I love you” really means. It means I put you and
your interests and your comfort ahead of my own interests and my own comfort because I
love you.

What does this mean?

I love you. What does'this mean?

Think.

We use this expression very carelessly.

LOVE has nothing to do with what you are expecting to get—only with what you are
expecting to give—which is everything.

What you will receive in return varies. But it really has no connection with what you
give. You give because you love and you cannot help giving. If you are very lucky, you
may be loved back. That is delicious but it does not necessarily happen.

It really implies total devotion. And total is all-encompassing—the good of you, the
bad of you. I am aware that I must include the bad.

I'loved Spencer Tracy. He and his interests and his demands came first.

This was not easy for me because I was definitely a me me me person.

It was a unique feeling that I had for S.T.. I would have done anything for him. My
feelings—how can you describe them?—the door between us was always open. There were
no reservations of any kind.

He didn’t like this or that. I changed this and that. They might be qualities which I
personally valued. It did not matter. I changed them.

Food—we ate what he liked.

We did what he liked.

We lived a life which he liked.

This gave me great pleasure. The thought that this was pleasing him.

Certainly I had not felt this way with my other beaux. I was looking for them to please
me. It is a very different relationship. It’s like a wonderful cocktail party. But it ain’t love.

There is an enormous difference between love and like. Usually we use the word
“love” when we really mean like. I think that very few people ever mean Jove. I think that
like is a much easier relationship. It is based on sense. A blind spot—love.

People have asked me what was it about Spencer that made me stay with him for
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nearly thirty years. And this is somehow impossible for me to answer. I honestly don’t
know. I can only say that I could never have left him. He was there—I was his. I wanted
him to be happy—safe—comfortable . I liked to wait on him—listen to him—feed him—
talk to him—work for him. I tried not to disturb him—irritate him—bother him—worry
him, nag him. I struggled to change all the qualities which I felt he didn’t like. Some of
them which I thought were my best I thought he found irksome. I removed them, squelched
them as far as I was able.

When he was sort of toward the end of his life—his last six or seven years—I virtually
quit work just to be there so that he wouldn’t worry or be.lonely. I was happy to do this. I
painted—I wrote—I was peaceful and hoping that he would live forever. v

He was a great actor—Simple. He could just do it. Never overdone. Just perfection.
There was no complication. The performance was unguarded. He could make you laugh.
He could make you cry. He could listen.

Someone asked me when 1 fell for Spencer. I can’t remember. It was right away. We
started our first picture together and I knew right away that I found him irresistible. Just
exactly that, irresistible. :

I have no idea how Spencer felt about me. I can only say I think that if he hadn’t liked
me he wouldn’t have hung around. As simple as that. He wouldn’t talk about it and I didn’t
talk about it. We just passed twenty- seven years together in what was to me absolute bliss.

It is called LOVE.

From English Salon, March 1994
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