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' FATHER TRIES TO MAKE MOTHER
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Tiivge IS TUSNG S

Father Trles to. Make
Moxher Like Flgures

ATHER was always t¥9iig #' thakie Mothet Keop c{amk
6f the houselold expefisés;  He was: s§stsinatic By
nature and He had hid a sound buspadss fraining " ¢ie hall
# full sét of ackont bodks at Home in sddition (0 thiess in
his office ~a ‘persomal. cashbook, jbtirnil, ‘and’ tedger i
whieh e tarefilly made doublé entries/ His - heme: fedubt
showed at a glance exHétly How' muth -8 mofith Oria yeat
Hi§ ' clothes 67 ' 'his elubs or his cigar difls amoufiidd to.
Every Hem whs listed. He - knew just how ¥very one of
his expetsés cBmpaiell with  tHose ‘of: former years; and
whitn' ke d1fowed the Sigurés ‘tb’muuﬁt/uif dh cefe moe xé

Goiild Bring ther dowfi' ifi atiothiyr i i
- ‘Before he "got iurried; “thiéke Yookb hud  Wpparénsly
given him great ‘sutisfacrion, but he said they Weré fieves
the same aftér “fhat. ‘Théy Had stddenly Sopped teiling
him anything. He still knew what his personil espenses
were, but they wWéré mittoscopic compared to his hbuaschold
gkpiénses, and of tlrose he knew “hothink, no details, bnly
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the horrible total. His money was flowing away in all
directions and he had no record of it;

Every once in so often he tried to explain his system
to Mother. But h1s stout leather—bound ledgers, and his
methodical ruling ‘of tities in ‘fed ink “and the whole busi-
ness of putting déwn. every ‘ittle experise every day; were '
too much for her: She didn’t feel that women should
have anything.to do with accounts, any more than, men
should have to see that the parlor was dusted; - She hdd
been only a débutante when she married, -not long out of
school, and though she had been head of her class, and
wrote well and spelted well, and spoke beautiful French,
she had never :1aid .eyes on a ledgers. . Every .time: Father
showed her his, she was unsympathetic;.., - , = -

Figures were so absorbing to Father that for.a .long
time he couldn’t.believe Mother zreally disliked. them: He
hoped for years that her lack 'of interest.was due only te
her youth and that. she would outgrow it; . He said confi-
dently that she would soon. learn to keep books: It. was
simple; Meanwhile, if she would just make a memorandum
for him of whatever she spent, he would enter it himself
in the aceounts until he could trust her to do it;

That ‘day never arrived; v

Father. knew where some of the money went,. for part
of the expenses were charged; But this was a poor consg~
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lation: Aithough the househi6ld dills gave him plenty of
data which he could sit and stare at; ‘ir horror,:he said:
that many of ‘the details' were not:clear t0 him, ‘and most:
of the rest weére ineredible; - R TT P e S
He tried to g0° over the bflls regularty with -Mothén;!
as well as he could, -détianding iniformation - about: items:
which he did mot  understand; But every:now and thea:
thére ‘Were Hems which she didn’ 1 dindésstand,either;: She:
sdid she wasn’ t-éure théy Were mistake$; but ‘shei:coulin’t:
reiember - dbout” fhem: Her mihd -was .a blank: She
behaved as though the bill were @ total stranger :to’ hery-
' " This was ‘6ne of the features that annoyed Father:most;
' Mother didh’t like these sessions a biti She-:told.us-
.sHe hatéd bills; anyhow;: :Wheh: they were larger ‘than she!
expécted, she'felt” guilty’ dnd hardly dared to let Father:
see them; Whefi"Some ‘0f ‘them Seersed smaii 1o’ het, she.
felt happy, But'not for long; beécause they: nevér Seémed-
small to Father; And when she spottéd an: error—when:
she found, for instahce, that “Tyson, the: butchef, had
charged too much for a broiler—skeé had to:fly atéund ta
the shop to have it corrected, and argue it out,and go
through @ disagreeable experi¢nce, and then: when she told
Father how hard she had worked he' took it a$ & matter
of course;and: she mdlgnalntly found that she never got
dny ‘credit for itj H oo L



Somstimes’ I had to do:this kind of thing, too. These

was a man namkd: Flanpagan over en Sixth Avenwe who

supptied us with newspapers, and I used to-be sent ta
rebuke him when he overcharged. Father said Flannagas.

het no: bead for figures. After checking uyp the addjtion
and.recomputing the individual items, he would generally,
discover thet the bill was anywhers. from three to; foup-,

teelr' cents oubs-. . He .then gent .for .me, handed, .. me rimi

cotnent amount of change and the bitl, and teld me to,gg.

ovér ta see Flannagan: the. next day, after -sehool, and,

warn him that-we woujdp’ ¢ stand it.
-~I-got’ msed ta: this after -4 while,but _the first time I
went- T was frighténed. .Flannagan was a large man who

lodked.fike a ‘barkeeper and whose face was tough and.

beifigerent. : When 1. marched into ‘his; dark -little shop.
and shakity sttempted to wamn him that ‘we wouldn'f,
stand-it, :he jeaned.over the counter, stared down at me,
and: said: doudly, “Harp” ; . C
-+ “Hxeuse . me,: Mr.. Flannagan,” I repeatqd, “here is
your: bidt but'it’s wrong;” R
#Hare? oL s v
i “Itseems. to-de justa litile wrong, sirs Exght centS,
too: myich for the Sun.” B : .
+.. Flannagan snatehed the bill f«rom me and the money,
and went to his desk. Afier working; over it with .2
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thick -pemoit;and: smudging. the bill alhiup frany and back,
he smarled to himself,. and  recoipted it the. \Way  Father
wishied: “Then: he:ehueked it disdainfully ‘on:ithe counter;

1 picked it-up and got.outy: o .o 0 oporios
. “Confound ‘it ci1;” Father sa:d when-he got it,’ “don’t
musgdny: bils:mp g 6 7 e s on ertnony el
“It was Mr. Flannagan, Bather.’bc: ot nordy wwom

.+ ¥Welt, tedt; him he :missty #earn- 1o be: tidy . 74154

a0 “Yiesyosins? Isaid, hopelessiy, .:uijcif o anlinigoen
1d liked figures myself; just as Father:didaind I - thoughit
dt-was iquebr Motherdidn’t, . .She was as quick: .. thems as
anybody;  yet:she difin't-get any fun out:of writing them
down and adding them up. 1 likeéd:the probiems in my
scliool arithmetie,; and ¥ debply -asimired Fathed’s ;abcount
books. . I.didn’t dare Wil himthis; somechow. . He . pevier

ioffered -to- et me examino those big, handsome. biooks: < He
kept them -locketl up.dn a desk ‘he:-hhdyiddwn in:the: frogit
Joasement.- i: .o o G Sodnin oo Leiie
swo I 1. showed Father.one of my.arithmetic: Aegsons,-he
was interested—he got up from his chair -and::put. dewn
his mewspaper'and sat. -at - the: dining~tooem: table -With a
peneil dnd paper, to see Row well 1 bad done;iBuf Mothq'
didn’tiwant to: go-ino such mAtters. . o o o o
- Exery month when:.the bills came:dn; there tas: trou-
ble. Mother seemed teo have :riggreat extravagances. Rut
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she loved pretty. ‘things ;'  She had a passion: for ehina, for
instarice . She daw' hundreds of ‘beautiful ‘cups and ‘saucers
that it was hard to' 'walk away from #dnd leave! She knew
she couldn’t buy them, and mustn't; “but ‘every so theﬁ
she did.: No orie:ptrchase seéined large by itseif; but they
kept mounting up, aid Father declared :that she: boughy
more china than thé Wihdsor Hotel. i 1+ ., i

Father couldn’t see'why: charge accou’frts shoutd be 3
temptation to Mother. .They were no temptation 6 him:
He khew ' that the bill - would :artive on the firbt bf the
month: and -that in a few /days hewould ‘pay it: ‘He said
‘he hagd supposed that Mother would have:the Same feehnss
that -he . had about thisi : :

‘But Mother' was one . of: those persons: for ‘whosn
charge ‘gccounts’ were invented: 'When she- bought some-
‘thing and' charged it, :the -first of 'the. next month : seermed
far ‘away;,’ and-shé hoped that perhaps ‘Father wouldn %t
mind—he might be nice about it for once: Her - desire for
the thing Wwas strong at - that meomefit, « the: penaltfy‘ was
Temote, ‘and.she fett: ... ;.. .. ..

i;Bhe was a-different’ Wonsan entitély-«when she had to
Pay tash. It was hatd to get cash out of Father, she never
got much at one time, and .as She looked in-her pocketbook
she could see her ‘precious liftle hoard dwindting. She fin-
gered a purchase. and theught - twice dbout it before she
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could, bear to part with the money. But shopping .on.a
charge account. was fun.. . She tried not to-let herself . be
tempted, but of. course she Wwas, all the time, and after she
;ha_d . conseientiously . resisted nine :lovely. temptations, it
didn’t seem really wicked ta yield to the tenth:.
.. Father did his level best tp take all the fun out of it
for her;.. .Onee eyery month regularly- he held court and
sat as:a.judgs,-and requited her. to explain her orimes and
misdemeaners. When she cried, or showed that.she was
hurt, it apbeared that Father, too, felt hurt and. worried.
He said. again.and again at the top of his voice. that he
wished to be seasonable .but that he couldn’t. afford to
spend money. that way, and. that they would haye to do
better:
 Once in a while when Father. got low in hxs mlnd and
faid that be.was,discouraged,, Mother felt so sorry -that
she tried hard to keep count of the cash forhim. She put
down: all sorts of little expenses, -on backs of enyvelapes or
on half-sheets of letter paper -of different. sizes, and she
gave these to Father with many interlineations and much
scratching qut of other memoranda, and with oystifying
omissions. He would pore over them,calling out, to h;r to
tell him what this was, or that, in a vain attempt ;‘,to bring
order opt of this feminine chaos,.

Mother could sometimes, though .not very often, -be
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mandgel’ by PraiSe, but critieism’ madd Rér rébeftshsy nd
after 4 dose of ‘it she wouldn™t put dowh any Hiilres st 4t
for a while. “She had ‘to-do the'” meéndinig and marketitig
and take care of thé childtén, and she told' Fathér she 'Hdd
no time to learn to be a bookkeepsr too. ' WHit" was the
use of keeping track of anything that whs Bver dhd “done
with? She sdid that wasn’t Her way of doing things."

“UWell,” Father said’ patlehtty; (®lef "8 get Hit the Bottom
of this, now, 4hd work but some "Softition . 'W‘h‘i’f"ﬁi’iféﬂi‘
way of doing thihgsy Tell mes” =" b o een

Mothet sdid firmiy that her way was to'de " the ves o
best she ‘could to keép’ dowhn eXpenses; “atd that afl"fer
friends thotight' $he did wondeffillly; and" e Whids: Sbéfft
twice as much.

" Fathier ‘sdid, “Damn’ the ‘Wards] “'héy don’t fiave to
work for it. 1 doh’t wish to be told” What fhey speﬁd o)r
ow they throw misney arbund,” - RS

Mother said, '“OH, Clafé; how ¢an y&u) They don’t;
They ‘fusst 1ike to have fhidgs g6 fiicéty, afd 1ive in & dofic
fbrtabte"'way;'a'hd f"th‘ouéht"ybtt"'w'tére“ so fond of Cotisia
Ma You Kriow very wélt she is lo%ly, and éhé gﬁve
the' béby 4 tup. B L e B e

Father déetafed that he might 'be “fond of “Cousii
Mary without wanting to" hedr % Wamned mudh” aboiit
her. He said &hé érapped”’ ‘up every fintite, AR
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“you tatk of your: own family enough,” . Mother
anewered. i -+ Tiln o g

'Rather: félt this was vepy unjist: ‘When be tatked of
hiviown: family he:critieized themy, and. as severely as be
Knew how. He held tightly anta himsetf in an effort to
Weep'to the Subject.  He said that the pdint he was-trying
to- make was'that Bonugin nMary"zs\A Ways were pot his ways,
and that conseqmentiy there:wis nie mse whataver discuss—
ing thetw withuHim. :. !
*  'Mother faid, “Goodnesa knows I -don’twant: toehmusg
tuings, &' 3 always ‘you wwho ate doing it, and if I oan’t
even speak of Cousin Mary—" -

“You can, you can speak of her all you want to,”
Father hotly protested. “But I won’t have Cousin Mary
or anyone else dictating to me how to run things.”

“I didn’t say a word about her dictating, Clare. She
isn’t that kind.”

“1 don’t know what you said, now,” Father replied.
“You never stick to the point. But you implied in some
way that Cousin Mary—"

“Oh, Clare,pleasel I didn’t}And Ican’t bear to have
you talk so harshly of her when she admires you so.”

Something like this happened to every financial con-
versation they had. Father did his best to confine the dis—

cussion to the question at issue, but somehow, no matter
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how calmly he started, he soon got exasperated and .cnt
galloping fiercely off in any direction Mother's mind hap—
pened to také; and in the middie of it one of the babies
would cry and Mother would have to go off to see What'
was wrong, orshe would have to run down to leave word
for Mrs. Tobin, the washerwoman; to do Father’s shirts
differently, and when:Father complained Mother. reminded
him' reproachfully that she had to keep house; )

Father was baffled by these tactics; But every time:
he went back down to the basement and ruled neat lines
in his ledgers, he made up his mind all over again that he
wouldn’t give up; )
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