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Unit 731: Japanese Germ Warfare Unit in China
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During World War Il, the Japanese army launched
bacteriological and chemical warfare at the instruction of their
military headquarters and in defiance of international
conventions. They were the only army ever to use germ and
chemical weapons into actual combat during the war. Unit
731 of Japanese Kuantung Army (formerly known as "Unit 731
in Manchuria”) specialized in bacteriological weapon research
and implementation of germ warfare.

The Japanese militarists had been devoted to the
development of cheap but highly destructive weapons after
World War I. Though the Geneva Convention signed in 1925
banned the use of bacteriological and chemical weapons,
the Japanese military headquarters still adopted the proposal
of Ishii Shiro, a surgeon with the Japanese army, to set up the
‘research center for epidemic prevention" at the Japanese
Army's Medical College. In 1932, Ishii Shiro moved the center to
China's northeast, which had just been occupied by the
invading Japanese troops, and set up the Kamo Unit of the
Kuantung Army for "epidemic prevention and water
purification”. In 1936, the "Epidemic Prevention Department of
the Kuantung Army" was established on the basis of the Kamo
Unit by order of Emperor Hirohito. It was located in Pingfang, on
the suburbs of Harbin. In 1940, the unit was renamed "Epidemic
Prevention and Water Purification Department of the
Kuantung Army", or "Unit 731 in Manchuria" to the outside.

Unit 731, as the Japanese army's base for germ tests and
preparations for bacteriological war, drew many noted
doctors and scholars from the Japanese medical circle and
was equipped with state-of-the-art facilities and conditions to
commit organized crimes by means of science. It cultivated
many horrible germs that were powerful enough to ruin the
civilization of humanity, and conducted appalling researches
using live human beings. In the Pingfang area lone, at least
3,000 people - including prisoners of war from China and other
countries and people imprisoned for whatever reasons -- were
kiled between 1939 and 1945, after they were taken as guinea
pigs in the germ tests. The Japanese soldiers slaughtered even
more innocent people across China after they entered the

interior regions by way of the northeast. In China, traces of Unit
731 were found wherever involved in germ warfare. Chinese
historical documents said the invading Japanese troops
conducted bacteriological wars in more than 20 provinces
and municipalities. They used bacteriological weapons in their
attacks, retreats and mop-up campaigns where the Chinese
people in many regions were greatly harmed. In August 1945,
on the eve of the Japanese army's surrender, Unit 731
slaughtered everyone detained as human experiment
materials and destroyed all facilities and evidences of their
crimes before they returned to Japan and disbanded,
promising they would keep the secrets to their graves and not
to reveal anything to the outside.

Japan, the only country to put germ warfare into actual
combat during World War ll, and the only one to use thousands
of live human beings as experiment materials, was therefore
the most powerful country in the world in terms of
bacteriological combat capacity. After the war ended, the
peace-loving people from across the world could not contain
their indignation over the atrocity of the Japanese army when
they began to review war history with hopes to draw a lesson
from it.

Today, the human society has got across the long river of
history and is heading for a higher stage of civilization. But we
can never forget the heavy prices the whole humanity has
paid for today's prosperity. Nor can we forget that particular
chapter in history about how human civilization had been
trampled upon. To this day, some people are still trying to deny
the historical fact, while some others have become indifferent
to fribulation of the past. Civilization and progress, peace and
development are the common prospects longed by all the
world people as well as the ultimate goals they are working
hard to achieve. We hope these bloody pictures, along with
the silent calls from the victims behind them, will help today's
people make the right choice between civilization and
barbarism, and between peace and war.
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PLANNING FOR BACTERIOLOGICAL WARFARE
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Japan slid into an unprecedented economic crisis at the end
of the 1920s. To shake off its domestic conflicts, the Japanese
authorities staked everything on foreign aggression. The
Japanese Cabinet, headed by Tanaka Giichi, made its foreign
policy known as "Manchurian-Mongolian separatism" to
dismember China, to which the Japanese army responded
actively. As Japan had a small territory and lacked resources,
many Japanese soldiers began to ponder on ways to develop new,
resource and energy efficient weapons. Ishii Shiro, a military
surgeon, proposed the application of bacteriology into the
military field and plan for bacteriological warfare. After the Sept.
18 Event, Ishii Shiro, backed by the military headquarters, set up
the "research center for epidemic prevention" at the Japanese
Army's Medical College and started to put his plans for
bacteriological warfare into implementation. Starting from
1933, he moved his major research activities to China's
northeast, taking advantage of the Japanese Kuantung Army's
invasion of the region, and set up Unit 731, paving the way for
the bacteriological warfare in the Japanese aggression on China.
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On Sept. 18, 1931, the Japanese Kuantung Army created the Sept. 18 Event in China's northeast,
after which the region became a Japanese colony. This is where the Japanese Kuantung Army bombed
railway trains.

(A True Account of the War Between Japan and China, Vol. 11, (£ 4 3% Publishing House)

-

EWRE L

Planning for Bacteriological Warfare

1927 £ 6 RE7 B, BAEHARX—EHAEF
TURASW o KWHIT TR B LEBUR, 45
HHR EEPERIE=ERRHHEX) AL
“EERMERNEFLAEEEANFEXR",
—BRAE R RN R XERE, AR
“RHTAKER B B, X4

HHCH P RET HLFN—)(E B IEM)
Between June and July, 1927, Tanaka Giichi,
the then Japanese Prime Minister, presided over
an "oriental meeting". The meeting mapped out
an "proactive" China policy, saying the "Manchuria
and Mongolia" (meaning the three northeastern
Chinese provinces and the Mongolia region) was
"vital to Japan's national defense and the
Japanese people's livelihood", and once its own
"specific interests" in these regions were impaired,
Japan would "resolutely take self-defense
measures to maintain such interests".

(A True Account of the War Between Japan and China, Vol.
I, (& % 4 Publishing House)
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Note: At 10: 20 p.m. on Sept. 18, 1931, the Japanese
Kuantung Army bombed the railway near Liutiao Lake in
the northern part of Shenyang and blamed it on the Chinese
army. The Japanese then made a sudden attack on the
headquarters of the Chinese troops in Shenyang and
bombed the entire city. The event, known as Sept. 18 Event,
shocked the whole world.
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Ishii Shiro's proposition for
developing germ weapons won
from the land army
which led to the

support
headquarters,
establishment of the epidemic
prevention institute in the army's
Medical College.

with its large number of top-notched

The institution,

medical specialists from the Tokyo
University and from Kyoto, became
the core of developing bacteriological

weapons in Japan.

S5hEMRE 731 AEHAEANEZER
HERG

(Bl & B AK731 AEY B AREHRA W —. ¥ A —
HE )

A list of specialists related to the research center
for epidemic prevention and Unit 731's germ tests.
(From the Japanese Exhibition on Unit 731, with excerpts
from works by Morimura Seiichi and Tsuneishi Keichi)
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Chief of military affairs of the Japanese Army who was devoted to the
conception of bacteriological warfare. He once sent Ishii Shiro on a visit to Europe
to study how other countries were preparing for bacteriological warfare. He was the
"lifelong savior" of Ishii Shiro, whom he protected from the "water purifier scandal".

Chief of the medical bureau of the Japanese army and former Minister of Health
and Welfare. He vigorously supported Ishii Shiro on the latter's conducting toxic gas
warfare and germ wars. He committed suicide shortly after the Japanese surrender.

Commander of Unit 731. He was the first to propose bacteriological warfare and
set up a research center for epidemic prevention at the Japanese Army's Medical
College. He invited many experts from the medical department of Kyoto University,
his Alma Mater, to join his bacteriological research.

g W TR
K gL
2 7NaMa 11t 0 L 0 8 25 M TR DY B G
’ R 7K 32 275 S0 e RO A DU A DU B A
Tetsuzan he—rE RN,
INREE MEERESRK. YAEEAESKE, BT RHA
@ |  Koizumi | VU ESTF R &AM B B REDT R TAE. AR
Chikahiko | /EAAH .
i 731 SR 4140 PR A RO AR, 7 R B 2R
@ | g | BT BB U B I
S ShIX0 | o o H AL 731 WM HAHEH5.
P 731 HSOAEE AEHBALC o Bl T 4 A S BE BE R,
@ EEMIBL TG 7o BB WIS E RS

Kitano Masaji

LIRS T 3CHA B HZR R

Second commander of Unit 731. A graduate of Tokyo University's Medical
Department, he joined the "Green Cross Corp." and was involved in its overall
planning. He was a member of its first Antarctic Special Committee and joined the
chincough research society of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture.
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He was in charge of the epidemic prevention research center of the Japanese
Army's Medical College when Ishii Shiro was at Unit 731. He set up the "Green
Cross Corp." after the war.

Graduate of Tokyo University's Medical Department. A key figure in the
epidemic prevention research center of the Japanese Army's Medical College, he
commuted frequently between the research center and Unit 731. He worked at the
National Disease Prevention Institute after the war.

A former researcher with the epidemic prevention research center, he later
headed a branch of Unit 731 and was recognized as Ishii Shiro's "right arm". He
started his own business in Chiba-ken after the war, but died in an accident shortly
after that.

Dean of Tokyo University's Epidemic Disease Institute. He worked part time at
the Japanese Army's Medical College and sent his students to Manchuria. After the war
he became president of the Japanese Physicians' Association, president of Japanese
Public Health Association and acting president of the National Cancer Research Center
shortly after it was founded. He is a noted scholar in the Japanese medical circle.

Dean of Tokyo University's Epidemic Disease Institute and vice president of the
Colleagues Association. He sent a number of students to Unit 731, including Kitano
Masaji, and carried out joint bacteriological researches with Unit 1644 in Nanjing.
He worked at a branch of the epidemic prevention research center and later became
the first acting director of Toshiba biochemical research institute.
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Kyoto University professor. He did part time at the epidemic prevention research
center of the Japanese Army's Medical College and was committed to organizing doctors
and scholars for Unit 731. He was a member of the first, second and third academic
conferences, member of the first Antarctic Special Committee and president of Kanazawa
University.
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Kyoto University professor and Ishii Shiro's mentor. He had a great influence on
Ishii.

SRR BT AIFUERHIZ . e

Kyoto University professor and Ishii Shiro's teacher. He worked part time for the
epidemic prevention research center of the Japanese Army's Medical College and was
active in sending his own students to Unit 731. After the war he was a council member of
the first four academic conferences, vice president of the Japanese Medical Society and
president of the Medical University of Nagoya.
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Rinnosuke

Kyoto University Professor who enthusiastically sent young doctors to Unit
731. He was a member of the first academic conference after the war.
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Note: this table provides a Chinese translation of the chart on the left.
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Ishii Shiro, one of those who masterminded the Japanese germ
war
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Nagata Tetsuzan

(From Bacteriological Genocide by Yin Jijun, Antarctic Light Publishing
House, San Francisco, USA).
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Ishii Shiro was born on June 25, 1892 in Chiba-ken. He joined the army after he
graduated from the medical department of Kyoto University in 1921 and was
conferred second lieutenant. He was transferred to the No. 1 Army Hospital in Tokyo
in the summer of 1922. In 1924, he was instructed to carry out bacteriological
researches at Kyoto University. Between 1928 and 1930, he spent two years visiting
more than 20 European countries and gathering information on their bacteriological
weapon research. After he returned to Japan he started to preach for the necessity of
bacteriological warfare, saying manufacturing biological weapons was most
economical, energy efficient, extremely destructive and therefore particularly suitable
for a country like Japan who was suffering economic crisis and short of iron and steel.
Ishii found willing, powerful supporters in the army and soon started his research on
bacteriological warfare. In August 1932, the epidemic prevention research center led
by Ishii was set up at the army's Medical College. Factories for germ experiments were
established between June and August in Beiying River town, Wuchang County,
Heilongjiang Province. In August 1933, the Ishii germ institute (i.e. Ishii Unit) was
founded between Xuanhua and Wenmiao streets in Harbin. The unit, known to the
outside as the Kamo Unit, was headed by Ishii Shiro. Year 1935 saw the establishment
of a larger scale base for bacteriological war research and experiments, Unit 731, in
the Pingfang area. Before and after its establishment, Ishii Shiro carried out biological
weapon research and live human experiments for 12 years and commanded numerous
germ wars. He fled back to the Japan after World War II ended. To avoid being trialed
for his wartime crime, Ishii offered all his documents on the bacteriological research
to the US army and secluded himself in Wakamatsu of Shinjuku-ku in Tokyo until he
died of throat cancer on Oct. 9, 1959.

KEEL, 5TEEAESB/ICOKBRLRAHUBARMRITI BRELNER
535E, bRAFEBKEN EEAYZ—, FHK ML ETRE R F 78RR RN UL
ERERBNER, 53 A H MR AE ST RIS BAZER,

Nagata Tetsuzan, former chief of military affairs who remained a firm eulogist and
supporter of Ishii Shiro's bacteriological research plan and was a high level personage
whom Ishii relied on. In the early days of the war, he sent Ishii to Europe to collect
information on bacteriological weapons and later recommended Ishii's plan for
bacteriological warfare to the Japanese military headquarters.
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In 1932, with the support of high-ranking
officers of the Japanese Army, the epidemic
prevention research center headed by Ishii Shiro
was set up at the Japanese Army's Medical College
in Tokyo for bacteriological warfare researches. At
the instructions of the Japanese military
headquarters, the research center underwent
constant expansions and was later renamed as
"epidemic prevention institute" and became the
de-facto research center for the Japanese army's
early stage launching of bacteriological war.

BAMEEEEREMRE
(HEHEACHEEFEFRELTFEN)
Epidemic Prevention Research Center of the Japanese Army's Medical College

(From a 50-year history on Japanese land army in the Showa period)
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The epidemic prevention research center reserved culture media for the mass production of germs for
typhoid, dysentery, bubonic plague and cholera.

(From a 50-year history on Japanese land army in the Showa period)
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MEEERFRMGRARENN THEEE, @08 KMENTEA R EEQEHEKE hESE
(HEERCHEEFEEFRETEF 1))
The research center at work, with purified water pouring from the water purifier under examination by workers on the right

(From a 50-year history on Japanese land army in the Showa period)
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A group photo of members of the Japanese United Microbe Society in 1942, all of whom were Japanese
bacteriological researchers. Of the two armymen seated in the front row, Ishii Shiro was on the left
and Kitano Masaji was on the right. The second from left in the third row was Masuda Tomosada,
chief of Unit 1644 in Nanjing.

(From Biological Warfare Unit 731, Grassroots Publishing House, Japan)



