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PREFACE

As a world-renowned country with an ancient civilization, China boasts a wealth of cultural relics
and historical sites. It is also a country of vast territory and land of charm and beauty with rich
cultural and natural heritages well-known throughout the world from a long time ago, such as the ten
thousand li Great Wall, the Imperial Palace in Beijing, the Mogao Grottoes at Dunhuang, the Potala
Palace in Lhasa, Mount Taishan and Mount Huangshan. In particular, the Great Wall was listed as one
of the seven wonders of the world a few hundred years ago.

Natural and cultural wealth is either what mankind depends on for survival or the fruit of labor
created by our ancestors through generations, which is the priceless treasure of human race. It has
become the common responsibility of all mankind to preserve the natural and cultural wealth created
by our ancestors. Moreover, people are becoming more aware of the importance of looking after
these priceless treasures so that we can hand them down to future generations. Over the past few
decades, people throughout the world have made efforts to various degrees to preserve their cultural
and natural heritages. In the third century B.C., the Ramses Dynasty in Egypt established a mouseion,
from which the English word "museum"” is derived, in the imperial palace in Alexandria. It was a
special temple for housing valuable cultural relics. The pyramids of Egypt and ancient structures of
many other countries in the world have been preserved by the authorities. China boasts a collection of
inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells which date from the Shang Dynasty (18th-11th centuries B.
C.). In the Zhou Dynasty, "a great number of famous articles and valuables” were kept in special
"collection rooms" and registered in the Records. Besides collecting valuable cultural relics, the local
authorities in China throughout history made efforts to preserve special palaces, cemeteries, ancestral
temples, mountains, rivers, trees, historical sites, gardens and ponds. There was also a solid folk
tradition of preserving public buildings, ancestral temples and guild halls, irrigation works, mountains,
rivers and trees through local rules and popular conventions. The details of such preservation mea-
sures were inscribed on tablets.

With the development of communications, information transmission and tourism, people have
become more aware of the importance of protecting their cultural and natural heritages, especially
from damage resulting from industrialization in the modern era. Therefore, some experts, scholars
and far-sighted personages of various countries have made appeals for joint protection of the com-
mon wealth of mankind and passed the Athens Charter, Venice Charter, Charter of Machu Picchu,
Washington Charter, Lausanne Charter, and the European and American conventions to preserve
archaeological and historical heritages, and the Suggestions on the Protection of the Landscape and
the Styles, Features and Characteristics of Relics of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), etc. To further strengthen the protection and management of cul-
tural relics and get national governments to pay more attention and extend more support to these

endeavors, the Convention on the Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritages was adopted



at the 17th UNESCO Conference in Paris in November 1972, explicitly regulating the definition and
standards of the world's cultural and natural heritage sites, and setting the guiding principles of its
implementation, which is a standard international document of far-reaching influence promulgated
and carried out by UNESCO throughout the world. At present, 168 countries are signatory states to
the convention. One of its main tasks is to determine items of cultural and natural heritage of promi-
nent significance and universal value generally accepted by the whole world, and include them in the
World Heritage List as the common heritage of mankind, to promote cooperation and mutual support
among people of all countries and ethnic groups, and make active contributions to the protection of
this heritage.

To guarantee a better implementation of the stipulations of the convention on the protection of
world heritage and to win the support and cooperation of all countries, the World Heritage Committee
(WHC), an organization of international cooperation between governments, was founded in 1976.
The organization's executive office is the UNESCO Center for the Protection of the World Heritage
which carries out routine work of heritage protection. The WHC holds a meeting every year and is
mainly engaged in three categories of work: First, discussing and determining the properties to be
proposed for inscription on the World Heritage List and submitting them to the representative confer-
ences of the signatory states for adoption and promulgation. Second, supervising the World Heritage
Fund and examining and approving the financial and technical support put forward by the signatory
states. The fund is composed of one percent of the regular membership dues of UNESCO member
states and voluntary contributions from the governments of the signatory states and other organiza-
tions and individuals. Despite its small size, the fund has played an active role in promoting the
protection of some important items of cultural and natural heritage in many countries, especially the
developing countries and underdeveloped regions. Third, monitoring the protection and management
of the cultural and natural heritage projects on the World Heritage List.

To improve the work of protecting, evaluating, monitoring and technical assistance, the UNESCO
and the World Heritage Committee specially invited ICOMOS, IUCN and ICCROM, all internation-
ally authoritative professional institutions, as their professional consultative advisers. Experts from
these professional groups will assist in all the investigation, evaluation, monitoring of heritage, tech-
nical training, financial and technical assistance, research, publicity and offering services to the
specialists.

Now a brief account on the definition of heritage and the evaluation standards as stipulated in the

convention:

Definition of cultural heritage:
1.Cultural relics: Viewed from the historic, artistic or scientific angle, the buildings, sculptures and
paintings of prominent and universal value, components and structures of archaeological significance,

inscriptions, caves, residential areas and various combinations of the above.



2. Buildings: Viewed from the historic, artistic or scientific angle. independent or associated build-
ings of prominent and universal value due to their style, structure or position in the landscape.
3. Ruins: Viewed from the historic, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological angle, artificial projects

or common masterpieces of man and nature, and archaeological ruins of prominent and universal
value.

Evaluation standards for cultural heritage:

|. Masterwork representing a unique achievement or creative talent.

2. Work that has had a significant influence on the development of architecture, urban construction
or landscape designs during some period or in some cultural region in the world.

3. Work that can offer a unique or at least special evidence for a lost civilization or cultural tradition.

4. Work that shows one or several important stages of human history as an example of the master-
work of a kind of building or landscape.

5. Vulnerable site as an example of the human residential area or usable land of one or more
cultural tradition, especially if an irreversible change threatens.

6. Material object of special universal significance, directly or substantially associated with mod-
ern current traditional ideas, beliefs or literary or artistic works (According to experts, this article can
be considered as a standard for putting a cultural heritage site on the World Heritage List only under
some special situation or when it is jointly considered with other standards.).

Definition of natural heritage:

I Viewed from the aesthetic or scientific angle, geological or biological structures of prominent
and universal value or the natural features of similar structures.

2. Viewed from the scientific or protection angle, geological or natural geographical features of
prominent and universal value, and explicitly designated habitats of endangered species of animals
and plants.

3. Viewed from the scientific or natural aesthetic angle, natural scenic spots of prominent and

universal value, or explicitly designated nature reserves.

Evaluation standards for natural heritage sites:

1. Outstanding examples of the important stages of the history of global evolution.

2. Important phenomena occurring during the process of geological or biological evolution, and
important examples of the relations between man and the natural environment.

3. Unique, rare or ingenious natural phenomena or topographic features, or locations of rare natu-
ral beauty.

4. Habitats of rare or endangered animals or plants.

In addition, the WHC may, after investigations and discussions by experts, include seriously threat-



ened cultural and natural heritage properties on the World Heritage List in the World Heritage List in
danger so as to adopt emergency measures to save and protect them.

Attaching great importance to the protection of properties of cultural and natural heritage all along,
the government of the People's Republic of China takes an active part in activities designed to protect
the world's cultural and natural heritages carried out by UNESCO and the WHC. In November 1985,
at the proposal of relevant experts, scholars and members of the National Committee of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress ratified the Convention on the Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritages of
UNESCO, making China one of the signatory states to it. In 1986, China requested that the Great
Wall, the Imperial Palace in Beijing, the Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian, the Mogao Grottoes at
Dunhuang, the Mausoleum of First Qin Emperor and the Terracotta Army and Mount Taishan be
included in the World Heritage List. After careful examinations, the request was approved by the
WHC in 1987. China was elected a member of the WHC at the Eighth Conference of the Signatory
States to the Convention on the Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritages in October
1991. China's representative was elected vice-president of the committee at the 16th and 17th confer-
ences of the WHC in 1992 and December 1993 respectively.

Until 2003, 29 sites in China have been inscribed on the World Heritage List, including the ten
thousand li Great Wall, the Imperial Palace in Beijing, the Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian, the
Mogao Grottoes, the Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor and Terracotta Army, the Potala Palace,
the Mountain Resort and Outlying Temples in Chengde, the Temple and Cemetery of Confucius, and
the Kong Family Mansion in Qufu, the Ancient Building Complex in the Wudang Mountains, Mount
Taishan, Mount Lushan, Mount Emei and the Leshan Giant Buddha, Mount Huangshan, the Jiuzhaigou
Scenic Area, the Wulingyuan Scenic Area, the Huanglong Scenic and Historic Interest Area, the Old
Town of Lijiang, the Ancient City of Ping Yao, the Classic Gardens of Suzhou, the Summer Palace,
the Temple of Heaven, the Dazu Rock Carvings, Mount Wuyi, the Longmen Grottoes, Mount
Qingcheng and Dujiangyan Irrigation System, the Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
(with the Xian Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, the Eastern and Western Qing Tombs included), the
Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui--Xidi and Hongcun, the Yungang Grottoes, the Three Parallel
Rivers of Yunnan. Among them there are 20 projects of cultural heritage, 4 projects of natural heritage,
4 projects of cultural and natural heritage and 1 cultural and scenic project. Besides, scores of key
sites under national-grade protection and national-grade scenic areas have been put on the waiting-
list for future application for inscription in the World Heritage List.

From China's 29 cultural and natural heritage projects on the World Heritage List, it is not difficult
to see our country's ancient history, unique land of charm and beauty and splendid scenery. From the
perspective of history and culture, from the Peking Man Site 500,000 years ago and the Great Wall of
the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, to the Imperial Palace in Beijing of the
Ming and Qing dynasties and the Summer Resort in Chengde, these projects cover hundreds of thou-
sands of years. And the Temple and Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Family Mansion in Qufu is



representative of the traditional culture of the Chinese nation. It should be emphasized here that for
thousands and even hundreds of thousands of years, the cultural tradition of the Chinese nation has all
along continued without interruption, which is rarely seen among the ancient civilized states. Moreover,
since ancient times, China has been a country of numerous ethnic groups who. in the long process of
historical development, have jointly created a brilliant and magnificent multi-ethnic culture. Among
the 29 projects, the Potala Palace and the Summer Resort and Outlying Temples in Chengde are
representative masterpieces of many ethnic groups. In addition, the murals and painted sculptures of
the Mogao Grottoes at Dunhuang and the Terracotta Army of the Mausoleum of the First Qin Em-
peror are renowned cultural treasures of the world. With regard to natural heritage, the unique geo-
logical and topographical features, the animals and plants as well as the beautiful natural scenes in the
Huanglong Scenic and Historic Interest Area, the Wulingyuan Scenic Area and the Three Parallel
Rivers are seldom found in the world. Both natural and cultural heritage sites such as Mount Taishan,
Mount Wuyi, Mount Emei and the Leshan Giant Buddha mirror appropriately the characteristic of
the combination of China's ancient history and culture and the natural environment, which is rarely
seen in other countries. Mount Lushan, a recently listed cultural and scenic project, has been in-
scribed as a "common work of both nature and mankind" ingeniously integrating a beautiful natural
environment with excellent human artistry. Up till now, our country's 29 listed projects have covered
all the categories of world heritage, cultural, natural, cultural and: natural and cultural and scenic,
which is also rare among other countries. To sum up, with all these listed projects, China is worthy of
a big power of world heritage.

The world heritage is the most precious property of mankind. which may be called the "treasure of
treasures”. It is most important to better protect, study, publicize it and give full play to its role. The
China Society of Cultural Relics has initiated and edited the World Heritage Collection which
presents them in excellent texts and illustrations. In addition to China's 29 projects already on the
World Heritage List, the book covers some of the projects on the preparatory list for whose inscrip-
tion China is to apply as well as some listed projects of other countries. In order to mirror extensively
our ancient historical and cultural heritage, the book has also included two Representative Works of
Oral and Intangible Heritages of Humanity: Kunqu, a Chinese opera, and Gugin, an ancient Chinese
instrument. Currently in China, the book may be deemed the one with the richest content among
those on world heritage. I believe that the publication of this book will play a positive role in the
protection, study and publicity of the common treasure of treasures of mankind. Therefore, I have
written this little piece for reference. I hope that the whole society and the world will work hard

together to protect this common wealth of mankind.

Luc Zhewen

October 2003



