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REMORSE

1 wani to write down, as far as it is possible,
my remorse and my sorrow, for the sake of Tze.
chun and for myself.

How quiet and empty it is in this dingy
room secluded in a forgotien corner of the
Provineial Guild!  And how quickly time fiies |
It is now more than & year since I fell in love
with Tzu-chiun and through that love eseaped
from this quiet and emptiness, How ironie that
this same room should be the only one available
when I came back heve. Everything is ad it
usad to be, the same broken window, outaide of
it the same hollow lgeust iree and ancient
wistaria, the same square tyble in front of ihe
window, the same eracked wall, and by it the
same bed of wouden boards. At niglt, lying
alone io bed, it is the same as Lefore Tzu-chun
and I lived together, it is as if the past year
had heen entirely eradieated, and I had never
moved out of this dingy reom and established a
tiny home full of hope in the Chischiao Hutung,
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~ Not only this, but the quiet and emptiness a
year ago were not quite the same as they are
now, for they were then tempered with expeetar
tion, the expectation that Tzu-chun would soon
arrive. After a long, impatieni wait, how I
used to come suddenly to life ss I heard the
erisp sound of her high-heeled shoes upon the
brickwalk, and beheld her dimpled pale round
face, her thin arms, and her stmped céiton
blouse and black skirt. She would bring fr}”
seme new leaves from the locust tree and draw
my atlention to the clusters of purplish white,
fowers on the iron eoloured vines of the ancient
wistaria,

Now the quiet and emptinesa are thsémm?’
a3 before, but Tzu-chun will not come again—"
she will never, never, corne again.

When Tzu-chun was not - -with me iy my
dingy room, I saw nothmg“ In my béredar I
would take a book, be it science or 11 tum,u
and read-and read Before T could realize if, 3
had alresdy turned over dme’ pagts, but I
could not remember a thing I had rehd. My<
ears, however, were unusually keen, afd ¥
fancied that I could detect among fhe sound of
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footsteps outside the gate those of Tzu-chun
drawing nearer and nearer. But more often
than not these feotsteps would die away again
and be lost in the sonnd of other fooisteps. I
deteated the son of the servant whose eotton-cloth
soled shoeg did not eound like Tzu-chun’s at all;
I detested that foppish ape in the next compound
who used vanishing cream. and whose new
leather shoes sounded $00 much like hers.

Could it be thei her ricksha kad overturned?-
Could i be that she had been run over by a
giicet ear?

I wanted to take my hat and go and look for
her, but her uncle once berated me io my face.

Suaddenly the sound of her shoes upon the
brick-walk approached, louder and louder.
When I went cut to meet her, ahe had already
pasaed the wistaria vines, *her face dimpled
with smiles, She probably did not have any
trouble with her uncle, I thought, and § felt
relieved. After we had looked atm @,ﬂ $m
silence for a moment, the Toom wipld be" gradg...
ally filled with our chatter. We ¥aled about
the oppression of the family system} aboui the
necesaity of destroying old traditions, sbout the
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¢quality of the men and women; and about
Ibsen, Tagore, Shelley ... She always smiled
and nedded, her eyes beaming with the light of
childish curiosity, On the wall was tacked »
half-length portrait of Shelley in half-tone, cat
from a magazine, the best portraii of the poet.
When I pointed it out to her she cast it only &
brief glance, and then bowed her head as if
feeling embarrassed. In these things Tzu-chun
did not quite free herself from the fetiers of
traditional thinking. Afterwards I thought i
taking it down, and hanging in ifs place the
picture showing Shelley a ter his drowning in
the sea, or a picture of Ibsen, but 1 never gol
around to it, and even the magazine print of
8helley has now disappeared.

“T am my own keeper, and none of them has
any right to interfere.

JPhese were the words she said clearly,
rageiutely and quietly after a, moment of gilence
when, after we had known each other for about
six months, we happened to bring up again the
subject of her uncle; with whom she.wew siaying,
and her father, who was living in her native
viilage., By that time I had exhausted all the L
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conversation about my opinions, my family, my
faults. T concealed litile or nothing, and she
understood everyihing about me. These words
of hers stirred my soul and echoed in my ears
for several days afterwards. 1 was filled with
an indescribable happiness, for I felt certain
then that Chinese womanhood was not as hope-
less as the pessimists made them out to be, and
that in the near future we should see the bright
dawn.

When I eacorted her to the gate, we always
kept about fen stepa apart, ag the face of the
old thing with the funny moustache was alwaya
glued clogsely to the dirty glass window, hia nose
fiattened againet the pané. In the outer com-
pound there was always the fave with a thick
layer of vanishing cream—that little piece of
baggage at the bright glass window. Bot Tzne
chun walked oui proudly without deigning to
notice them and I would return as proudly te
my room.

“I am my own keeper, and none of them has*
any right to interfere!’* This was the thorough-
going thought in her mind, even more thorough-
going, even more resclute tha1 my own. What:
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sie “Vanishing Cream® and “‘Flat Nose* to
us?

I can no lomger remember distinetly how I
professed to her my pare, true and passionate
love at the time Not only now, but it bhecame
blurred almost immediately afterwards. When
I thought abont 1t at night, only fragments of
the episcde remained. A month or two afier we
began to live together, even these fragmenis
became dream bubbles thai one can never quite
grasp. I only recall that about ten days before
it happened I carefully studied the vamous
manners of approach, the sequence of my
speech, not forgetting the possibility of her
refusal. But when the time came, all that I
had carefully rehearsed turped ont to be un-
necessary. In my nervousness [ uneconsciously
adopted the method that 1 had seen in the
motion pictures. Whenever I recalled it afier.
wards I alwayse had a feelir.’g of embarrassment,
yet in my memory this event alone has found a
permanens place. Tven now it is like a lone
lamp in a dark room, revealing ihe indelible
scene: with fears in my eyes, I held her handg
in mine, cne leg bent in a kneeling position.

e
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