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An Introduction

Jia Sixie was an agronomist of Late Wei Dynasty.
His work Qi Min Yao Shu (“the Manual of Important
Arts for the People”)is the earliest and most complete
treatise on agriculture that.has been handed down till
this day in China. The book give a comprehensive sum-
ming-up of science and technology of agriculture, forest-
ry.husbandry and fishery of the middle and lower rea-
ches of Yellow River from Han to Late Wei dynasties
and is regarded abroad “encyclopedia” of agronomy is
ancient China.

The biography has made a deep and systematic a-
nalysis of the times and life of Jia, his thoughts in phy-
losophy . agronomy. and economic development, as well
as the present condition of the research and the pro-
found influence of the Qi Min Yao Shu, from which
one can easily see how remarkable Jia was as a thinker

of agriculture.
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An Introduction

Wang Zhen was a well-known agronomist, an ex-
pert of agricultural mechanics and an innovator of
printing techniques of the Yuan Dynasty as well as the
author of Wang Zhen Nong Shu (“Wang Zhen’s Book
on Agriculture”). Wang Zhen Nong Shu has been regar-
ded one of the four monumental comprehensive books
on agriculture in ancient China and a great work dealing
with agriculture both in northern and southern China, of
which there is a special part for illustrated agriculture
tools and was frequently modeled on by books of later
times.

The biography has mainly explored the life and
deeds of Wang, his works and contributions, his thought
and theories as well as the research condition of Wang
Zhen Nong Shu and the influence both at home and a-
broad.
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