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 FOREWORD

Chinese is one of the most beautiful languages
in the world, It has shaped Chinese culture, has
sustained Chinese ciyilization, has held the descen-
dants of the Yellow Emperor together, and has
spared no effort to support the rise of the Chinese
nation, It has never fallen behind, but vigours in
growth, it is always at the seryice of the TFour
Modernizations, It isfor us to eulogize our Chinese
language as Mr, Lomonosoy Mikhail Vasilyeyich
has eulogized Russian,

With the reform and the opening to the out-
side world, more and more foreign friends come
to study Chinese with increasing enthusiasm, They
do not regard Chinese as an “old hat” but are eager
to make friendly contacts, to share ideas and
aspirations with Chinese friends 2nd so achieve a
good understanding of both the past and the future
of China, One may well say that Chinese has now
been turned to good account,

Because of havying this mind to carry forward
Chinese culture, making friends everywhere and
developing Chinese teaching and study for foreign

students coming to Yunnan Institute of the Nation-



alities, both the teachers and the foreign students
themselves are all looking forward to having a
suitable book containing Yunnan local character-
istics and reaching high standard of proficiency,
This book has thus been compiled and is now to
be published,

VThe authors of the book are Zheng Yuerong,
Li Shuren and Ding Chun, These three Associate
Professors hayve been deyoting themselves for many
vears to teaching Chinese, Recently, they have
also been entrusted with Overseas students’ Chinese
training, from which they have gained much experi-
ence, They have diligently pursued their studies
and have conscientiously striven to perfect their
teaching methods,not by way of formulating compli-
cated or theoritical ideas, but by way of practical
effort, They have finally made the appearance of
this book possible,

1 am not only filled with admiration for their
good intentions and sincere efforts,but I also confi-
dently expect that this book will prove most
valuable, It is therefore with much pleasure that

I offer this foreword,

Huang Huikun
Translated by Li Bo
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PREFACE

This A Practical Chinese Textbook for For-

eigners is compiled for foreigners who wish to
study Chinese in Yunnan Province, It is designed
to -be used by learners in long or short-term
training classes, It can also be used for self-tuition,

We had two aims in mind when writing this
book,

First, since the opening of China to the
outside world and reform, more and more foreign-
ers have come to study Chinese in our Institute,
For foreign learners, however, not a single
course-book that reflects local conditions and
customs of the various minority groups in Yunnan
has up to now been available, Intending to intro-
duce Yunnan to our foreign friends and toextend
international cultural exchanges, we compiled this
book with brief descriptions of places of interest,
historical sites and ethnic customs of Yunnan asits
main contents,

Second, on the basis of many years of experience
of teaching Chinese to foreigners, we recognize
that actual practice is extremely important, Using
the language while learning it will rapidly develop

1



learners® skills in listening, speaking, reading and
writing, Therefore, we lay much emphasison the
development of the ability to use Chinese in local
language situations and thus achieve twice the
results with half the effort, -

:This book contains 36 lessons, cach consisting
of a text, a list of new words and expressions,
annotations and exercises, The texts, short but
practical, are in the form of situational dialogues,
All of the new words are given phonetic symbols
according to the Pinyin system and an indication
of their parts of speech, As to the anmnotations,
the notes given are closely linked to the texts,
explaining the both meanings and usages of the
key words, The explanations are concise and easy
to understand, In the exercises priority is given
to listening and speaking in various forms, The
first 18 lessons teach those words and expressions
that are the most necessary in daily life in Yun-
nan, while the last 18 lessons deal mainly with
the - famous places of interest, both scenic and his-
torical, and with customs of the different minori-
ties in Yunnan,

A Dbrief introduction to Chinese grammar is
given every three or four lessons, We call it a

“brief introduction” because it is far from being
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al‘]—embracing, It provides only an elementary
knowledge of Chinese grammar, but suffices to
meet the needs of foreigners learning Chinese,

At the end of the book there is an Appendix,
presenting commonly-used phrases and patterns that
indicate Time, Place and Direction, which we hope
will prove convenient and useful for our readers,

The vocabulary of this book islimited to about
1,500 words and phrases, coveringlearning, living
and touring in Yunnan,

Whether, or how far, we have succeeded in
carrying out our objectives for this book awaits the
judgment from our readers; their suggestions and
criticisms will be highly appreciated by the authors,

We wish to express our gratitude to the
authorities of Yunnan Institute of the Nationalities
in Kunming, who have shown their interestin the
compilation of this book, Our indcbtedness is
particularly due to Professor Huang Huikun,
Vice- President of Yunnan Institute of the
Nationalities, ~who gave us many invaluable
suggestions and comments even though he was in
hospital, In addition, he has most kindly taken
time to write a Foreword to this book in the midst
of other pressing affairs, We are also much

grateful to Director Hu Maoxiu; Deputy Director

3



Zuo Mingqiang and the other staff of the Foreign
Affairs Office of Yunnan Institute of the Nation-
alities for their support and assistance all through
our work in preparing this book, To all these,
our most grateful thanks, We therefore greet the
40th Anniversary of the Founding of Yunnan
Institute of the Nationalities, now being celebrated,
‘with the publication of this book,

The Compilers

May 25,1991

Translated by Yang Hong
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