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Abstract

This book devides the history of Chinese linguistics
into seven periods:

1. Before Qin Dynasty: Chinese ancient linguistics
was in the embryonic stage. The various schools of
thought and their exponents during the period of pre-
Qin times to the early years of Han Dynasty had abun-
dant linguistic doctrines contained in their logical theo-
ry.

2. Han Dynasty: Chinese ancient linguistics was in
establishment with Chinese ancient hermeneutics as its
main body. The works“The Hermeneutics On the Chi-
nese Writing and Their Meaning” ({Shuo Wén Jie Zi}),
“ The Dialect ” ({ Fang Yan »), “ The Name
Interpretation” ({Shi Ming })achieved a high level. .

3. Wei-Jin Dynasty: The South and North Dynasty
(Nan Béi Chao) ; Chinese ancient linguistics was in pre-
pared stage with Chinese ancient phonetics as its main
body. In this period ,Buddhism exerted a tremendous in-
fluence on Chinese linguistics.

4. Sui, Tang,Song Dynasty : Chinese ancient linguis-
tics was in developing stage with phonetic research as its

1



‘main body. My book takes interest in the rhyme books
that combine sounds with syllables in the Chinese mid-
ancient period.

5. Yuan Dynasty and Ming Dynasty ; Chinese ancient
linguistics was in the period during which new ideas
were brought up with Chinese phonetic research as its
body.

6. Qing Dynasty . Chinese ancient linguistics was in a
most prosperous and most flourishing stage. In this peri-
od no matter what ancient phonetic research,etymology,
semantics, Chinese writing research, ancient writing re-
search and research on empty word were gaining in high
achievements. )

7. From 1898 t01949: Modern linguistics was intro-
duced from outside and further developed. Especially in
historic comparative linguistics and descriptive linguis-
tics great successes were achieved.

Besides those concretely reviewed achievements of
Chinese linguistics, we have also approached the ideolog-

ical methods of ancient and modern linguistician.
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