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Gen Nakaoka , the hero of our story , was born and

brought up in Hiroshima . When he entered primary
school , Japan was at war with Great Britain and the
U . S. A. The story begins a little before the time when
Japan was defeated in the war.

Gen was an impish , cheerful boy of seven . He was a
genius at thinking up new kinds of mischief , and his little
brother Shinji admired him immensely . Each day after
Gen came home from school , they always played with
each other until it grew dark . Father was a skilled
craftsman , who could make beautiful designs in lacquer -
work . He supported his family by drawing lacquer
pictures on wooden clogs in his small work room at home ,
while Mother kept busy taking care of the family and
helping Father with his work . Koji , the eldest brother ,

3. at war with::-= (in a state of armed struggle with+-, - ERXF) 6.
was a genius at thinking up--- (7EAE - . ERAKAD Cthink up =invent
(anidea), KB, Bl%E, i (~4HFE)I  11. lacquer work (HMIBE (&
LIHERE L HMELE)]  14. while= (and on the other hand (B A H))
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was a middle school student . He and his classmates were
now away from home , working in a munitions factory in a
city near Hiroshima instead of studying at school . This
was a part of government policy ; in order to help Japan
win the war , students had to assist at factories , whether
they wanted to or not . Along with the other children in
his class at school , Akira , the second eldest brother , had
had to leave home for a remote country district , where
there was less danger from bombing . “ I don’t want to go , ”
said Akira to Mother with his eyes full of tears as he left .
The evacuation was from the third year and Akira was a
third grader . Eiko , the only sister , was in the fifth year .
Since she was not strong enough to go to the country with
the group evacuation , she was left at home with her
parents . These seven people were all the family of Gen .
They did their best to help each other through the trials
and difficulties of the war , but not all of them lived to see
the end of it.

One day , Gen’s mother told him to put his ear to her
side . Somewhere inside Mother’s body , something was
energetically moving . “ We'll soon have a baby in our

house again , ” said Mother , smiling . “ It’s my baby brother

2. munitions factory (EFHT) ) 5. whether they wanted to or not (=
whether they wanted to assist or not, FEMIIRERE MBI, o IR ERXF
) 6. Along with--- [Together with+++, 5eceoee —f, Heeeroe —H]  11. evacua-
tion (Hiif, MWL, 14. group evacuation, EEKHEL) 17. lived to see (=
lived until they could see-+ —H EBILATRER W -~ to see FRGERNAE
K1 20. side (BEMMD, B, MBD
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or sister ! ” shouted Gen . “ And the baby’s kicking | ” Ever
since the two elder boys’ departure , the spirits of the
family had been dampened by feelings of loneliness . But

now , Gen’s joyous chatter filled the entire household with

BT G Rl e

The greatég:t ‘\:[Q)Teasur'e‘for‘“Ge'n and Shinji was to go to
the family wheat field and help Father take care of it .
They looked forward to harvesting their wheat , because
they were sure they would be able to make bread or
noodles with it . Their only wish was to have their
stomachs full of food , even if only just for once . Each day
they ate watery gruel , in which they could almost have
counted the grains of rice . They were always hungry , just
as . most of the people in Japan were during those dark

days.

7. family wheat field (R M F M) 8. looked forward to-- (HAf%E
(BEE) o BHELFAELINST)  11. even if only just for once (HJfifi
SLH W WBIF)  12. tould almost have counted::- ULFRMEERE 3t
¥l 14. the people in Japan were (=the people in Japan were hungry,
H A AR AR
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Father sometimes grew downcast, for he knew that
Japan was fighting a hopeless war . The soldiers in the
southern islands far beyond the sea ate up weeds , rats ,
snakes and anything which they could find . Even so ,
many of them were dying for want of food . Some fell ill
and others were blown to pieces by bombing . Father
longed for the end of the war so that his family might live

happily . In spite of his wishes , the war only grew more

furious, day by day.

1. downcast (adj. ) (EEERHAT, L %MD 2. The soldiers in the southern

o CEENTERE e WAREE KRR, HEAKEAERS 2

FERBE, TEBOR, FE HE+ EEFHREKDHE IR BERHET D

6. were blown to pieces (", T # /) 8. In spite of--- {=1In opposition to
e R
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On the first day of April in 1 9 4 5 , American forces

landed on Okinawa , the last outlying bulwark of Japan .
Fierce fighting engulfed the citizens of Okinawa , almost
to a point of total destruction . The green land and the
blue sea of Okinawa were dyed with crimson blood .
Enemy air squadrons flew over the mainland almost every
day . They showered bombs on the cities , which turned to
seas of fire and were reduced to ashes overnight . In the
midst of the flames , countless people were actually
burned to death . But the radio and the newspapers gave
the people nothing but false reports , which assured them
that Japan was winning all of the battles . The leaders who
had started the war insisted , “ Japan is a sacred country |
We will win the war | ” They kept on telling lies , and they
refused to put an end to the fighting . As for the people
who listened to the reports , most of them were convinced
that they would win the war in the end . Every day , they
drilled hard , trying to learn how to kill the enemy with
flimsy bamboo spears . They all vowed that they would
fight to the last man.

One day Father went to the spear drill in the

neighbourhood after he had drunk too much rice wine .

2. the last outlying bulwark of Japan (¥ H & /MBI BJG B £) 4. to a point
of =+ [GEF--ee BED 6. air squadrons (S HE $1fA) 8. overnight=within
(a few) hours. (FEW —# L; —TZIAJ  10. But the radio and--- ({H &
7 REEE WA EATUE 20 1775 B REF KRRt L7805
Wl WA 1941 FEMACT R BARE S SRR ), HPETHE, I
BWARALEXT HAANRIEEMIRE] 11 nothing but (=only, {{{X, H&,
which BX £RB1H, HAEITIHR false reports)  15. put an end to (=stop
(BFIED, S BILAZESE)  20. fight to the last man C=fight until the last
man was killed, (-——EFBIBE—-PMABERTE))
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That made the leader of the drlll angry . He was the
chairman of the local Neighbourhood Association.

“ You are not serious about our all - important‘ war
effort , ” said the chairman . “ How dare you come drunk to
this drill 2 How can you defeat American soldiers with
that attitude? You don’t have the right spirit!”

% Chairman , such a man should be thrown out ! He’s no
better than a traitor ! ” said the old retired soldier who
came to show them how to handle bamboo - spears .

“Right!” the chairman agreed.

That made Father angry . “ Shut up ! T won’t be called a
traitor just because I drink , ” he exclaimed . “ Besides , it’s
useless to hope to kill the Americans with bamboo sticks .

From beginning to end , this war is a mistake ! ” Then , he

2. the local Neighbourhood Association (GEIXEEZ &) 3. all-important
war effort (£ HEEMNSHFHIME {all-important (ENHEE, EHE
), war effort (RFEH, BFRED, B “CRHTITHRSMNES” 28D

7. no better than-+ (=almost the same as*s» CRH-ee2- i, Al —HIR)D

8. traitor (=a person who is disloyal to his country (—/~%¢ HERAEHA, —
AERBERMA, HE, ZEED)
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threw away his spear and went home , with the chairman
and his men shouting * traitor ’ after him . All too often ,
those who opposed the war were called * traitors > . They

were despised as persons little better than criminals .

1. with---shouting--- [F: A "UB¥H H AR KA, Bp--oer L] SEOETH with 373 i
TEY, B with+ HMEHEAE QOARMFAEEH HERX) 2. Al
too e (Creeeee o TFeeeeer #4] : He seems only too eager to leave. (i &
FRFXE)) 4. ditthe better than-+ URH - E 4, JLEM-- — K. 5
no better than--+ {8 B KBHF D
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“ Listen to me , Gen , ” said Father . “ The war destroys
people , animals , plants , and houses . It also destroys
people’s spirits and their common sense . It will leave to us
nothing but pain and suffering . Japan should stop the war
and walk in the way of peace. ”

What he said was a little too difficult for Gen to
understand . Even so , Gen felt sure that Father was right .
But their neighbours who happened to meet Gen and his
brother on the street often gave them contemptuous
stares and whispered to their own sons ;: “ Their father is a
traitor . Like father , like son . Keep away from them . ”

One day Gen , FEiko and Shinji were pulling a cart
loaded with the wooden clogs which their father painted .
They were off to take the clogs to the wholesaler’s , and
they intended to buy some rice on the black market with
the money . When they came to the riverside road ,
someone suddenly began throwing stones at them . It was
Ryukichi, the chairman’s son, with some of his ill - natured
friends . They stood in the way of the three children and
shouted , “ Hey , traitors | You aren’t getting past here | ”

11. Like father, like son. (HFHLXHHEHF. HABEE. HH)LF0£1)
12. a cart loaded with--- (=a cart which was loaded with+- (T -+ Mz
%)) 14. They were off--wholesaler’s Cfthfi]:: % A & i B #t 4 # 3E 2)

19. stood in the way of - ($4ff -+ B 28 . stood & stand Wit X KT E
433 20. You aren't getting past here! (=We won' let you past here. (f
HERATMX JLag 36))
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Then they took the cart from them and pushed it into the
river . The clogs were soaked in the water and turned out
to be useless.

Gen exploded with anger and cried , “ Father isn* a
traitor . You are a liar ! ” In another instant , he sprang at
Ryukichi and bit him in the finger . He wouldn’ let it go ,

even though he was struck on the head with a large stone .

Ryukichi cried and ran away , with his finger bleeding .
Gen won the fight , but he could not enjoy-his victory .
Eiko and Shinji were shedding tears of vexation . Sudden -
ly , Gen remembered what Father had always told him .
“ Be patient , Gen . You must be strong , like wheat . Wheat
gets stepped on again and again , and that is why it grows

up to be strong. ”

6. bit him in the finger (WX T g F 4. & “bite (pat, catch, hold %) +
A+ B BIA +the+ SikH — 84" MR, XX “EAMNSEK—Zs- ”
B E & ,) Cwouldn’t let it go=wouldn’t stop holding it (RLCAREFE)) 7.
he was struck on the head (=they struck him on the head, fh8$T#EL |,
struck & strike (4T, Brii). #af %] 8. with his finger bleeding (fzY
FIFEM)  10. tears of vexation (M (FL) WBRED

10
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They gathered the wet clogs
floating on the river and came
home, but they did not tell their
parents what had happened; they
only told them that they had fallen

into the river.
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Exercise (1)

A. Choose the correct sentences. (ZEH IERHSF)

1.
2.
3.

N N W W

Gen’s father supported his family by making wooden clogs at home.
Koji, the eldest brother, gave up his studies and went to war.
Gen and Shinji only wished to have their stomachs full of food, even

if only just for once.

. Japan was winning all the battles in the southern islands and the peo-

ple were sure that they would win the war.

. Because Father was against the war, he was called a traitor and was

despised as a person little better than a criminal.

. When Gen threw a stone at Ryukichi, it hit him on the finger.

Ryukichi ran away with his finger bleeding.

. Answer the following in English. (XiEEI%E T 56)&)
1.

2.

Where was Gen born and brought up?

Eiko was old enough to go to the country with the group evacuation.

Why was she left at home?

. What was the greatest pleasure for Gen and Shinji?

. Did the radio and the newspaper give true reports to the people?

. Every day what did the people in the neighbourhood try to learn?

. What did Father say to the chairman when he was called a traitor?

. What became of the clogs that were thrown into the river with the

cart?
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One day a policeman came and said to Father , “ You’re
to be questioned . Report immediately to police head -
quarters . ” He put handcuffs on Father and took him to
the police station . Father was made to squat on the cold
floor , and was beaten hard with a club . When he fainted
they dashed water over his head , kicked him with their
hard leather boots and beat him until he fainted again .
But no torture could make him give up his ideas about the

war.

1. You're to be questioned {=We have questions to ask you. R {j]% 5 (A B[] %
HEHIRE (FFEY 2. Report (:++) to--- (F------ %], =present oneself
at a given time or place (EHEMMERH B ST HE D))
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Gen and the rest of the family were left helpless at
home . They had no money to buy food with , for they had
no one to bring in an income . Shinji cried , “ T am hungry !
I’'m starving to death. ”

“Wait till Papa comes home,” said Mother.

At that time , it was very difficult to get rice . Rice was as
precious as diamonds and nearly as scarce , so people had
to eat strained lees of beans , runners of pumpkins or
anything else that was edible in place of rice . The rice
dealers refused to sell food to the Nakaokas . because they
had been told not to deal with ¢ traitors ’ or their families .
Now there was no food left.

Then , Gen was struck with a bright idea and cried ,
“ Mama , let’s catch some locusts and have them for
supper ! ” Gen and Shinji dashed to the artillery range , and
Mother and Eiko followed them with a bag . There were
lots of weeds and insects in the field . They caught some
locusts and made for home to grill them for their supper
that evening . On the way , they met Father who was also
coming home . He had at last been set free two weeks
after he was arrested . Joyously , Gen and Shinji jumped at
him . Father hugged them tightly and cried , “ It’s all right

4. I'm starving to death. (=1 am very hungry. RIEE IR, RRIRIEN D
7. nearly as scarce [ =nearly as scarce as diamonds. BEFGARRES ) 8.
strained lees of beans (G EHFHRE (HME)I runners of pumpkins
(R/REYEED  11. deal with--- (=do business withes (F--- .- % )
13. Gen was struck with a bright idea (=A good idea came suddenly to the
mind of Gen. LB —PMHEBITH T =—MF LB RRED THLINE =
TR M ER.D 15 artillery range (LEITH) 18, made for
home GE (ED MK %. made £ make §93F R At £ 417, make fore
(J] eveoee FIEETHE))
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