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P.3 A typical scene of the Three Pools Mirroring
the Moon
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Tower for Blessing King Shu - - Emblem of

Hangzhou: Rebuilt in 1933, this thousand - year
- old pagoda was originally built by the prime

minister of the Wuyue Kingdom in celebration of

the safe return of King Shu from the capital of the
country during the Five Dynasties Period. The pa-
goda is an emblem of Hangzhou.
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Pp.6-7 Bai Dyke: The Bai Dyke, constructed
in memory of the celebrated Tang - dynasty poet
Bai Juyi, has added something of a poetic touch
to the West Lake, which was already renowned
for its picture - perfect landscape more than a
thousand years ago.
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Charms of the West Lake
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Dear Reader, welcome to the West Lake,
Hangzhou. If you amive by airplane, before the
touchdown you must have already been pleasantly
surprised to see a fascinating picture, in which the
West Lake looks like a sparkling pearl imbedded in
between a blue smudge of mountains and a metropol-
itan city, with the zigzagging Qiantang River floating
by like a silver ribbon.

Yes, the West Lake has all along been extolled
as a sparkling pearl. Legend has it that the lake used
to be an auspicious pearl hewn into its sparkling
shape by the Jade Dragon and the Golden Phoenix
but it was later stolen by the Mother Queen of the
West. When Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix
scrambled with the Mother Queen, this pearl acci-
dentally fell onto a land that was known as Hang-
zhou.

This legend, which is certainly worlds apart
from true history, sheds precious light on the fact
that the West Lake is a treasure that the labouring
people of Hangzhou have brought into shape through
numerous generations of hard labour.

In remote antiquity what is today’s Hangzhou
and the West Lake was a lagoon, or a quiet am of
the sea. In 210 BC, when Qinshihuang was passing
by Qiantang (present — day Hangzhou) on his way to
Huiji (present — day Shaoxing) to offer sacrifices and
libations to King Yu, the wind rose and the waves in
the Qiantang River surged so violently that he had no
alternative but to have his ship tethered to a rock at
the foot of the Baoshi Mountain south of the West
Lake. Today, the rock to which the emperor fastened
his boat is still there. -
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Later, the Qiantang River was silted up and so
was the mouth of the lagoon, which appeared and
disappeared with the flow and ebb of the sea. It was
not until the Sui Dynasty that a lake took shape. The
lake was first known as Wulinshui Lake, and later
renamed Qiantang Lake. It finally assumed its pr-
esent name after the city of Hangzhou was moved
from the Lingying Mountain to the Phoenix Moun-
tain, with the lake situated in the west. Su Dongpo,
a celebrated poet, likened the West Lake to Lady
Xizi, and so the lake became also known as the Xiz
Lake. Despite its beautiful name, for a long period
of time the West Lake was nothing but a natural res-
ervoir that provided water for imgating the farmland.
This fact was bome out by a poem the famous Tang
poet Bai Juyi wrote for the local people upon leaving
Hangzhou after his tenure as a local official had ex-
pired: " As I bid farewell to you all, I have have
nothing but to leave behind a lake full of water in
case you come across a year of crop failure.”

The West Lake became a famed scenic place in
China only after it was repeatedly dredged and devel-
oped by sagacious people of various dynasties, espe-
cially after it was protected, developed and eulogized
by Bai Juyi and Su Dongpo.

However, it was not accidental for the West
Lake to become a scenic lake with superb tourist val-
ue. First, this is because of the fact that the lake is
prodigally endowed with a picturesque landscape.
Skirted on three sides by verdant mountains, and
opening on the fourth side to a flatland, the lake has
all the makings of a superb landscape. The green
mountains on three sides serve to gather all the aus-
picious potents from heaven, while the flatland offers
ample space for ventilation. The entire layout of the
lake is both closely knit yet leave much leeway for
further landscaping. The mountains are not high yet
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P.9 The West Lake drenched in the spring rain The Pagoda for Blessing King Shu in the twilight of
the setting sun
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Three Isles in Moming Mist: Looming through the
morning mist are the ethereal forms of three isles
that are evocative of the Penglai Islands, a fabled

12

abode of immortals. Sailing towards the opposite
bank aboard a tiny boat never fails to engender
the feeling as if one is indeed bound for some im-
mortal climes.
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arc full of depth, the water surface is not really vast
yet it changes in a most rhythmic way. The place is
made all the more graceful by curves that form the
contours of the place, and verdant greenness that
provides the basic colour tune. The West Lake also
has a lot to thank the sagacious people of bygone
days for, who made resourceful decisions in develop-
ing the lake, piling up the mud dug from the lake to
construct dykes and isles and beautify them with pa-
godas, bridges, pavilions and terraces and trees,
flowers and plants. These man - made scenes and
sights are set in such harmony with the environment
that the West Lake becomes richer in both tourist re-
sources and cultural connotations. The three isles on
the lake look more like the Penglai Islands, the fa-
bled abode for immortals. The scenery of the West
Lake has such a soothing effect that an angry man is
bound to come 1o his senses if he cares to pay a visit
to the lake, whose tranquil environs are imbued with
philosophic meanings. That is why no foreign visitor
would leave the West Lake without feeling captivated
by its poetic chatms - a visit to the lake is tanta-
mount to having a class in traditional Chinese cul-
ture.

So much for the charms of the West Lake as a
whole. In so far as individual scenes and sights are
concerned, the mere mention of the West Lake never
fails to call to mind the " Ten Scenes of the West
Lake”, which were first discovered by traditional
Chinese painters of the Southen Song Dynasty and
later confirmed by two Qing emperors, Kangxi and
Qianlong, who had steles erected and composed po-
ems for each of these ten scenes. The "Ten Scenes
of the West Lake” have pinpointed the charms of the
West Lake in different places, different seasons and
different times of the year. In terms of seasonal
beauty, the lake is represented by the ” Spring De-
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scending upon the Su Dyke”, the ” Wind — blown
Lotus Flowers of Quyuan Garden”, the ” Autumn
Moon on the Calm Lake”, and the " Snow on the
Broken Bridge” . The other six scenes serve to show
the salient features of the West Lake: ”Orioles Sing-
ing in the Willows”, " Viewing Fish in Huagong
Pond”, " Three Pools Mirroring the Moon”, " Sunset
beyond the Leifeng Pagoda" "Evemng Bell Tools on
the Nanping Mountain”, and " Twin Peaks Soaring
through the Clouds” . The only difference is that the
West Lake of today has become even more enchant-
ing than it was dunng the Southem Song or Qing dy-
nasty. All but one of "Ten Scenes of the West Lake”

have been expanded and their beauty enriched con-
siderably. The only exception is the Leifeng Pagoda,
which, having been hit by the sword of Xiao Qing, a
heroine of the Tale of the White Snake, crumbled in
1924. Moreover, in 1985, the people of Hangzhou
elected the ”Ten New Scenes of the West Lake”,
which are no less fascinating than the Old Ten.
Merely mention the names of the Ten New Scenes,
and you can easily imagine their charms: " Cloud —
Dwelling Path through a Bamboo Grove”, " Misty
Trees by the Nine Streams”, " Heavenly Wind over
the Wushan Mountain”, ”Circular Green at Yuandun
Mound”, ” Yellow Dragon Spitting Greenness”, ”
Jade Emperor Soaring through the Clouds”, and ”
Precious Stone Bathed in Flowing Sunlight”. Each
one is a beautiful name, isn’t it? But the chamms of
the West Lake are not limited to these twenty scenes.
There are better — known scenes and sights such as
the Temple of Soul’ s Retreat, the Temple of Yue
Fei, the Jade Emperor Mountain, the Baopo Taoist
Temple. . . Some of the famous scenes are recon-
structed or newly built, including the Soul’ s Peak
Poking into the Sea, Guozhuang Garden, Taiziwan
Park, the Song City, and "Future World” . Over the
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Autumn Moon on the Calm Lake: ”The Autumn
Moon on the Calm Lake” was already a renowned

scenic attraction more than a thousand years |
ago. Seven hundred years ago, it naturally be-
came one of the famous " Ten Sights of the West
Lake”. Today, after so many vicissitudes, the
autumn moon remains as slivery as it was in by-
gone days.




last decade, quite a few new attractions have been
added to the West Lake. These include the Chinese
Tea Museum, the China Silk Museum, the Huqing
Yutang Museum of Traditional Chinese Medicine.
Museum of the Southern — Song Official Porcelain
Kilns, as well as a dozen or so memorial halls, old
residences and tombs of such famous people as Su
Dongpo, Gong Zhizhen, Yu Qian, Zhang Taiyan,
Pan Tianshon and Huang Binhong. Three or five
days are barely enough for you to cover all the places
of interest the West Lake has to offer.

The mention of the Tale of the White Snake in
the foregoing indicates that for those who know some-
thing about Chinese culture, the West Lake is some-
thing of a dream. Apart from its dream — like beau-
ly, the West Lake is also associated with so many
other dream — like tales, such as the well — known
Butterfly Lovers, the Legends about Lord Ji, the Sto-
ry about Li Huiniang, as well as legends about such
famous men of letters as Ge Hong, Lin Hejing, and
Wu Changshuo. Just as Yu Qiuyu, a well — known
prose writer, has it, the West Lake is a "lake that
belongs 1o culture” .

My brief introduction may give you some idea
about the saying that the West Lake has so many
beautiful things to offer that you can simply not take
them all in. What this tiny pictorial album presents
is nu'rv|_\ a comner of the West Lake lhmug,h the eyes
of Zhang Keqing, a photographer from Hangzhou.
Zhang’ s perspective of the West Lake, no matter
how limited, serves to mirror the three — dimensional
beauty of the lake. Such beauty, if interpreted ac-
wm“ll;: to your itmlgillulinn, can ('unjurt‘ up a p('l‘fv(l
picture of the famed West Lake.
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