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ust [ike the "World Civilization Series" collection, this book was ]ouﬁfisﬁe({ fof[owing an
im}mrtant exhibit held at the Millennium Art Museum. This book, as well as the exhibit @(
the same name, was inspireaf Ey 349 precious artifacts from various Ttalian museums that
have given usa com]J[ete view of the brilliance rf culture and artistry from Ancient Rome
- the ‘Intense Passion in Etruscan Life Scenes.

FEtruria is a word unfamiliar to most Chinese, even to some Chinese historians. 1t has a
culture with more than 3000 years of ﬁistory that Eegan to }Jqpufate the central part of
the Ttalian peninsula. Not only did the Etruscans once hold sway over the Apennines for
hundreds (f years, but also the torch of its culture shone ﬁigﬁ over all of the Western world
for a fong time, yreyaring the material and s]Jiritua[ conditions for the rise of Roman
Civilization. The rise of both Etruria and Rome was based on miﬁ’mry conquest, and the
radiance of Roman Civilization was so Efazing to the point of forcing Ftruscan civiliza-
tion to fall into obscurity. For more than 600 years, the lack of historical documentation
and, cﬁﬂﬁu&y in reazfing Ftruscan Symﬁoﬁ’c text hindered tﬁm’augﬁ research into Ftruscan
culture. Ttalian archaeologists laboring for many years gradually discovered a large amount
of historical vemains and artifacts, and have finally, piece by piece, removed the veil of
mystery surrounding Etruscan civilization. What we see today is the result of the past 20
years of arcﬁaeo[ogica( excavation and researcﬁ.ﬂrcﬁaeo(ogists' restoration qﬁ"orts have
essentially brought Etruscan society back to life, revealing such characteristics as its
urban ﬁfesty[e, trade _patterns, foor{ and drink, athletic activities and romance are all
almost the same as that of our own world, only lacking our modern society's indefinable
e(egance. OEjects of exquisite go[dén crzxftsmansﬁfp, _pottery of unique sﬁa})e with unique
and vivid c{esiﬁns and statues that are striﬁingfy realistic yortmyfs of their human sub-
jects are all more convincing than any ancient record, to this day arousing people's won-
der and admiration. It is unriecessary to go into ﬁu’tﬁer detail, as ‘Prcfessor Zhu Longﬁua
and various Ttalian experts will discuss these all in great depth.

In the process of analyzing Etruscan culture, many interesting issues have arisen: Etruscan
cu[ture, reganﬂac[ as the dawn qf Roman civi[ization, not on.[:y absorbed agreat deal



from Greek civifization, but its origins can also be traced back to the distant East. In
fact, some (f its most important cuftural elements, such as agvﬁaﬁet, city design, irrigation,
etc. were brought from those traveling from the East; this legacy was then passed into
the hands of the Romans. The convergence of Eastern and Western civilization brought
about rapid growth in the Erruscan culture, and through Rome’s advancements it has
left a profound and lasting mark on subsequent Western civilization. While the current
debate on "g(oﬁa(ization" intensifies a(aify, reviewing this kind of ﬁistory reminds us
that our modern civilization has taken shape from a complex accumulation of history.
Every culture has used its own way to help in the advancement of this ﬁistory, it is not
the property of any single person or culture. ‘}(umanity once had a common past, there-
fore humanity should also share onfy one common future.

For the past three years, we have been attempting to use the "World Civilization Series"
as a way to sort and catalogue the course of the human spirit recorded in ancient
artifacts. This type of work often makes us go back and forth on the edge between
history and reality, and amidst weighty concerns we are often moved by new discoveries
and the Sigﬁt of our ﬁiem{s' coming to new unc[erstam[ings, this bittersweet (ficﬁotomy
remaining unique to each that experiences it.

We have continuously received enthusiastic support during this process from scholars
and cultural institutions all over the world. While this exhibit was being prepared and
this book Eeing edited, those that put fortﬁ a great deal of e_fj(ort include the Centro
Promozioni e Servizi of ‘Jta(y, Superintendence for Archeological ’errimge of T1 uscany,
Ttalian Embassy in China, the Bowers Museum of Culftural Art, Shanghai Museum,
Beifing TuE(isﬁing House, Mr. Ma Cﬁengyuan, Mr. Zhu Longﬁua, Ms. Wang Limei,
and Ms. Liu Xiuzhi. This book is the result (f our common efforts, as well as the best
testimony to our friendship.

Millennium Art Museum
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The opening of the exhibition “The Dawn of Rome—Etruscan Civilization in Ttaly ”
at The Millennium Art Museum in Beifing, represents a major cultural and artistic
event organized in the framework of the cultural relations between Ttaly and China
People Republic, which is homeland of one of the greatest civilizations.

In fact, the exhibition }Jrovidés, tﬁrougﬁ the (ﬁ’sy(ay cf 349 fascinuting })ieces express-
ing an image of a sophisticated and refined society, the most exhaustive showing of the
Ftruscan Civilization and contributes to the promotion and spread of the heritage left
by this extraordinary people of ancient Ttaly.

Chinese visitors will have the chance to admire an important selection of wonderful
artifacts from the Museums of T uscany, i[ﬁtstmting a time span of over one thousand
years, from the dawn of the Etruscans to the romanization of Etruria.

‘My sincerest thanks to Dr. Wang Jiangi, Director (f The Millennium Art Museum,
togetﬁer with its invaluable staff, to Dr. Anne Shih, ﬁom The Bowers Museum of
Cultural Art, Santa Ana, for her kind cooperation. 1 also want to thank the Superin-
tendence for Archeological Heritage of Tuscany and the talian Ministry of Arts and
Cultural ﬂﬁairs. At last, but certainly not least, T would like to express my gmtituc[e
for her constant collaboration, to Dr. Giuseppina Carlotta Cianferoni, Curator of the
Exhibition and Director of the Etruscan Section at the National Archeological Mu-

seum of Florence, who has greatly contributed to this achievement.
Alberto Ricci

President

Centro Promozioni e Servizi
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