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Foreword

The Tianjin Customs was set up in 1861 after the Qing Government
was forced to sign the Tianjin Treaty and the Beijing Treaty by the British,
French, and Russian imperialists and other powers, From the very beginning
of the Tianjin Customs, the imperialists arrogated to them all authority of
the inspector general, and they plundered the wealth o‘f the Chinese people,
controlled China’s economic life line and China’s postal affairs, The
imperialist powers opened the earliest modern postal service in China
at the Tianjin Customs, center of the Customs Posts in China from
1878 to 1896,

The Tianjin Archives has in its collection files of China’s posts in its
carly days at the end of the Qing Dynasty, which recorded bow the impe-~
rialists dominated the postal organs, changes of personnel as well as postal
routes and stamp issuing, These historical data not only can serve the postal
researchers in compiling the postal and philatelic history of China, but also
correet the inappropriate  conclusions in these fields due to the data
wanted, They uncover the imperialists’ crimes in aggressing  against China
and serve as the teaching material in patriotic cducation,

In 1960s, the Inspectorate General of China’s Customs published the
Chinese Customs and Posts, a book in the Imperialists and China’s
Customs series,” The book could not meet the meed of the read:rs as only
a few archives it covercd, For this reason, the Selected Archives at
Tianjin Customs in Late Qing Dynasty was compiled by the Tianjin
Archives and the China Philatelic Publishing House,

The archives selected in this book fall into two parts, preparatory days
(1877) and trial run period (1878 to 1881) of the Customs Posts,

Included in this book are many rare pieces debuting for the first time,
such as “Abstracts of Memorandum on Setting up Post Offices by H,
Kopsch in March 1877,” “Letter by G, Detring in March 1877 in Reply

to Robert Hart’s Memorandum on Postal Service, ” and “No.10 Memo-
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randum by G, Detring to Robert Har: in January ‘1880.” These rich
original data give us details 'on sefting up the Customs Posts, so that we
can ;indastand fully the course of its setting up and G, Detring himself,
Resumes for Chinese and foreign personages mentioned in the archives
are given at the end of the book to hélp the readers understand the data.
Many thanks to Liu Zh‘ming and Liang Jingcheng from the Ministry
of Posts and Telecommunications and Zhang Xinnong and Wang Anjun from
the China Philatelic Publishing House who read and edited the manuscript,
The Tianjin Archives
The China Philatelic Publishing House
February 1988
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