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2000 1 A M

Believe it or not, optical illusion (44) can cut highway crashes.

Japan is a case in point. It has reduced automobile crashes on some roads by nearly 75 percent
using a simple optical illusion. Bent stripes, called chevrons (A%J%), painted on the roads make
drivers think that they are driving faster than they really are, and thus drivers slow down.

Now the American Automobile Association Foundation for Traffic Safety in Washington D. C.
is planning to repeat Japan’s success. Starting next year, the foundation will paint chevrons and
other patterns of stripes on selected roads around the country to test how well the patterns reduce
highway crashes.

Excessive speed plays a major role in as much as one {ifth of all fatal traffic accidents, accord-
ing to the foundation. To help reduce those accidents, the foundation will conduct its tests in areas
where speed-related hazards are the greatest—curves, exit slopes, traffic circles, and bridges.

Some studies suggest that straight, horizontal bars painted across roads can initially cut the
average speed of drivers in half, However, traffic often returns to full speed within months as
drivers become used to seeing the painted bars.

Chevrons, scientists say, not only give drivers the impression that they are driving faster than
they really are but also make a lane appear to be narrower. The result is a longer lasting reduction
in highway speed and the number of traffic accidents.

A The passage mainly discusses

A) a new way of highway speed control
B) a new pattern for painting highways
C) a new approach to training drivers
D) a new type of optical illusion

Wi ZXE-BREHETEE ARREETURSBEAR FOER". EERTRKILE P
EZAKNETOMNESEAR EARROAEERAL KRB ERNRE AP AFREARRRRT. B
HIEHERNA,

2) ERPAAXEHETHESR P OLBM

bR R F R, X — S B B B R A, Rt B AR SO ERIER O R BT X X
EHRER/SETRENSESEE. Flm.

2001 1 AWM E:

In 1993, New York State ordered stores to charge a deposit on beverage (4k#) containers.
Within a year, consumers had returned millions of aluminum cans and glass and plastic bottles.
Plenty of companies were eager to accept the aluminum and glass as raw materials for new prod-
ucts, but because few could figure out what to do with the plastic, much of it wound up buried in
land fills (+3% 38 3%). The problem was not limited to New York. Unfortunately, there were
too few uses for second-hand plastic.

Today, one out of five plastic soda bottles is recycled (El# B in the United States. The

B SH S I L R IS B

reason for the change is that now there are dozens of companies across the country buying discar-
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ded plastic soda bottles and turning them into fence posts, paint brushes, etc.

As the New York experience shows, recycling involves more than simply separating valuable
materials from the rest of the rubbish. A discard remains a discard until somebody figures out how
to give it a second life—and until economic arrangements exist to give that second life value. With-
out adequate markets to absorb materials collected for recycling, throwaways actually depress
prices for used materials.

Shrinking landfill space, and rising costs for burying rubbish are forcing local governments to
look more closely at recycling. In many areas, the East Coast especially, recycling is already the
least expensive waste-management option. For every ton of waste recycled, a city avoids paying
for its disposal, which, in parts of New York, amounts to savings of more than $ 100 per ton.
Recycling also stimulates the local economy by creating jobs and trims the pollution control and en-
ergy costs of industries that make recycled products by giving them a more refined raw material.

A 1t can be concluded from the passage that

A) rubbish is a potential remedy for the shortage of raw materials

B) local governments in the U. S. can expect big profits from recycling
O) recycling is to be recommended both economically and environmentally
D) landfills will still be widely used for waste disposal

M RES— B, SRS E R BT R R DR AR B A SR BUR S MBS
TEERARBAMERESUERAR, EENFERELERYS TS, - AR BREWEIRY
BRI TR GH R MRERYRB R ERAMA, RS ERBIBY R AU RIES OB, BH R
130 HE 45 T R B 7 2 48 /0 LA B ir 35 SBCHE 3% PR 4038, 3 7 SO R ke 8 T AR [T WO R T L MR R RT AT
BARNMBH. MU EEBRTUAAKUTHSES . EYHEKRAAENTLFZRAFHERY . BHE
BERNC.

3) ERGHXHRE

X—REEERAXEGFERRRRECEGHLBE, ME—-HKAERRNR, X—KEAERE
SEETRE, WRE R ENET QS T EEATRAHG, AATEBRAMILE. #i0.

20005 6 AREHE=MAE:

Americans are proud of their variety and individuality, yet they love and respect few things
more than a uniform, whether it is the uniform of an elevator operator or the uniform of a five-star
general. Why are uniforms so popular in the United States?

Among the arguments for uniforms, one of the first is that in the eyes of most people they
look more professional than civilian (B ##) clothes. People have become conditioned to expect
superior quality from a man who wears a uniform. The television repairman who wears a uniform
tends to inspire more trust than one who appears in civilian clothes. Faith in the skill of a garage
mechanic is increased by a uniform. What easier way is there for a nurse, a policeman, a barber,
or a waiter to lose professional identity than to step out of uniform?

Uniforms also have many practical benefits. They save on other clothes. They save on laun-
dry bills. They are tax-deductible (F]¥BiEY). They are often more comfortable and more durable
than civilian clothes.

Primary among the arguments against uniforms is their lack of variety and the consequent loss

of individuality experienced by people who must wear them, Though there are many types of uni-

-
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forms, the wearer of any particular type is generally stuck with it, without change, until retire-
ment. When people look alike, they tend to think, speak, and act similarly, on the job at least.

Uniforms also give rise to some practical problems. Though they are long-lasting, often their
initial expense is greater than the cost of civilian clothes. Some uniforms are also expensive to
maintain, requiring professional dry cleaning rather than the home laundering possible with many
types of civilian clothes.

A The best title for this passage would be

A) Uniforms and Society

B) The Importance of Wearing a Uniform

C) Practical Benefits of Wearing a Uniform
D) Advantages and Disadvantages of Uniform

i ZENITERIER.EEENERPRBITIERNIE. BEAXBETEREBRENE
B, 8- . ZBRNEIEHHAT TAERGEA . ESO. BN EEANART TEROR L. WRER
BE - SENASRMEHE, R RS UMEE, HEAZM B THEN. BRERERND.

4) EREREEHENNER

B—REFEERBRELENENTIEE. 0.

2001 4£ 6 ARNEE _ MK

Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally challenging. Criticism
from coaches, parents, and other teammates, as well as pressure to win can create an excessive a-
mount of anxiety or stress for young athletes GE31 & ). Stress can be physical, emotional, or psy-
chological and research has indicated that it can lead to burnout. Burnout has been described as
dropping or quitting of an activity that was at one time enjoyable.

The early years of development are critical years for learning about oneself. The sport setting
is one where valuable experiences can take place. Young athletes can, for example, learn how to
cooperate with others, make friends, and gain other social skills that will be used throughout their
lives. Coaches and parents should be aware, at all times, their feedback to youngsters can greatly
affect their children. Youngsters may take their parents’ and coaches’ criticisms to heart and find a
flaw (B:K8) in themselves.

Coaches and parents should also be cautious that youth sport participation does not become
work for children. The outcome of the game should not be more important than the process of
learning the sport and other life lessons. In today’s youth sport setting, young athletes may be
worrying more about who will win instead of enjoying themselves and the sport. Following a game
many parents and coaches focus on the outcome and find fault with youngsters’ performances. Pos-
itive reinforcement should be provided regardless of the outcome. Research indicates that positive
reinforcement motivates and has a greater effect on learning than criticism. Again, criticism can
create high levels of stress, which can lead to burnout.

A The author’s purpose in writing the passage is

A) to teach young athletes how to avoid burnout
B) to persuade young children not to worry about criticism

C) to stress the importance of positive reinforcement to children

SRELH S IR T f B 45 TS Bk

D) to discuss the skill of combining criticism with encouragement
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It can be inferred from the passage that

It is implied in the passage that

The author suggests that .

20005 | BREE=MXEPH—8:

At one time, trains were the only practical way to cross the vast areas of the west. Trains
were fast, very luxurious, and quite convenient compared to other forms of transportation existing

at the time. However, times change and the automobile became America’s standard of conven-

-
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ience. Also, air travel had easily established itself as the fastest method of traveling great dis-
tances,

A 1t can be inferred from the passage that the drop in Amtrak ridership was due to the fact

that

A) trains were not suitable for short distance passenger transportation

B) trains were not the fastest and most convenient form of transportation
C) trains were not as fast and convenient as they used to be

D) trains could not compete with planes in terms of luxury and convenience

B ZEEREFEESEBRARZETHRMNER., RR/EFRA T LN EEFR,HARAKE
FERM A AR, B EHREREN B.

Aot KSR KA B EE T RERE A RN A kR . B,

2001 6 AREE—RXEE=ZRP:

Meanwhile, if you want to buy a cheap house with an uncertain future, apply to a house agent
in one of the threatened areas on the south coast of England. You can get a house for a knockdown
price but it may turn out to be a knockdown home.

A According to the author, when buying a house along the south coast of England, people

should

A) take the quality of the house into consideration

B) guard against being cheated by the house agent

C) examine the house carefully before making a decision
D) be aware of the potential danger involved

WY ERAEBERNELHAARKNE T HEIBRFE—AGRTUATSEENNBE—EET,
BRGSFR—IE/EE EERRTEBNMZERMRE. HLERERN D,

2) BMEESEN
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B EE MR RS AR U R X E SRR SENEROBHEIRE. BIEEAEE
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B3, 2@ F A tone, HlH0:

20024 1 RREH—WXEE_ =8

The motorcar will undoubtedly change significantly over the next 30 years. It should become
smaller, safer, and more economical, and should not be powered by the gasoline engine. The car

of the future should be far more pollution-free than present types.

MiF ELES—BP EFANREONNESRERKOEL, BMKEHEHRERER. &
189 B M &, /£ % F undoubtedly. significantly should K Rk A C MK KM ERAFHHEFESR.
T B BN KRR ENRE AR AW R TR BN, EWAZKRT
B RAMENE O, B NEREER, ARRERR T2 XN A RNERERR. BRERERNC.

Regardless of its power source, the auto in the future will still be the main problem in urban ;
traffic congestion (##). One proposed solution to this problem is the automated highway system. §
A What is the author’s attitude toward the future of autos?

A) Enthusiastic. B) Pessimistic. g

C) Optimistic. D) Cautious. f—:ij
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2000 £ 1 AKME—NIE:

Unless we spend money to spot and prevent asteroids (/47 B ) now, one might crash into
Earth and destroy life as we know it, say some scientists.

Asteroids are bigger versions of the meteoroids (H &) that race across the night sky. Most
orbit the sun far from Earth and don’t threaten us. But there are also thousands of asteroids whose
orbits put them on a collision course with Earth,

Buy $ 50 million worth of new telescopes right now. Then spend $ 10 million a year for the
next 25 years to locate most of the space rocks. By the time we spot a fatal one, scientists say,
we’ll have a way to change its course.

Some scientists favor pushing asteroids off course with nuclear weapons. But the cost
wouldn’t be cheap.

Is it worth it? Two things experts consider when judging any risk are: 1) How likely the e-
vent is; and 2) How bad the consequences are if the event occurs. Experts think an asteroid big e-
nough to destroy lots of life might strike Earth once every 500,000 years. Sounds pretty rare—but
if one did fall, it would be the end of the world. “If we don’t take care of these big asteroids,
they’ll take care of us,” says one scientist. “It’s that simple. ”

The cure, though, might be worse than the disease. Do we really want fleets of nuclear
weapons sitting around on Earth? “The world has less to fear from doomsday (B K ¥:#) rocks
than from a great nuclear fleet set against them,” said a New York Time article.

A Which of the following best describes the author’s tone in this passage?

A) Optimistic. B) Critical.
C) Objective. D) Arbitrary.
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It is hard to track the blue whale, the ocean’s largest creature, which has almost been killed
off by commercial whaling and is now listed as an endangered species. Attaching radio devices to it

is difficult, and visual sightings are too unreliable to give real insight into its behavior.

B

So biologists were delighted early this year when, with the help of the Navy, they were able
to track a particular blue whale for 43 days, monitoring its sounds. This was possible because of

the Navy’s formerly top-secret system of underwater listening devices spanning the oceans.
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Tracking whales is but one example of an exciting new world just opening to civilian scientists
after the cold war as the Navy starts to share and partly uncover its global network of underwater
listening system built over the decades to track the ships of potential enemies.

Earth scientists announced at a news conference recently that they had used the system for
closely monitoring a deep-sea volcanic eruption (#%) for the first time and that they plan similar
studies.

Other scientists have proposed to use the netyvork for tracking ocean currents and measuring
changes in ocean and global temperatures.

The speed of sound in water is roughly one mile a second—slower than through land but fas-
ter than through air. What is most important, different layers of ocean water can act as channels
for sounds, focusing them in the same way a stethoscope (W;i448) does when it carries faint noises
from a patient’s chest to a doctor’s ear. This focusing is the main reason that even relatively weak
sounds in the ocean, especially low-frequency ones, can often travel thousands of miles.

A Which of the following is true about the U, S. Navy underwater listening network?

A) Tt is now partly accessible to civilian scientists,

B) It has been replaced by a more advanced system.
C) It became useless to the military after the cold war.
D) It is indispensable in protecting endangered species.
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Social support cushions stress in a number of ways. First, friends, relatives, and co-workers
may let us know that they value us. Our self-respect is strengthened when we feel accepted by
others despite our faults and difficulties. Second, other people often provide us with informational
support. They help us to define and understand our problems and find solutions to them, Third,

we typically find social companionship supportive. Engaging in leisure-time activities with others
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helps us to meet our social needs while at the same time distracting ($#E - T #&A) us from our
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worries and troubles. Finally, other people may give us instrumental support—financial aid, mate-
rial resources, and needed services—that reduces stress by helping us resolve and cope with our
problems.
A Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word “cushions”?
A) Adds up to. B) Does away with,
C) Lessens the effect of. D) Lays the foundation for.
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Data show that Americans are struggling with problems unheard of in the 1950s, such as

classroom violence and a high rate of births to unmarried mothers.
A In the 1950s, classroom violence
A) was something unheard of B) was by no means a rare occurrence
C) attracted a lot of public attention D) began to appear in analysts’ data
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People who take part in hunting think of it as a sport; they wear a special uniform of red coats
and white trousers, and follow strict codes of behavior. But owning a horse and hunting regularly
is expensive, so most hunters are wealthy.

A What is special about fox hunting in Britain?

A) Tt involves the use of a deadly poison.

B) It is a costly event which rarely occurs.

C) The hunters have set rules to follow,

D) The hunters have to go through strict training.
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Back in the days when energy was cheap, home builders didn’t worry much about unsealed
cracks.

A Why were cracks in old houses not a big concern?

A) Because indoor cleanness was not emphasized.
B) Because energy used to be inexpensive.
C) Because environmental protection was given top priority.

D) Because they were technically unavoidable.
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