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ABSTRACT

The road from environmental issue to environmental hazard and to
environmental crisis is a logical and historical way that environmental
security issues (ESI) come into being. The traditional common
environmental issues changed to ESI through the way of “securitization
of environmental issues”, which can be summed up as “one conception,
two processes, three different courses and four kinds of turning point.
The essence of ESI is the survival crisis of “to be continuing or
destroyed by self” of human society, caused by the gradually
deterioration of traditional environmental issues. And the ESI give a
very important warning to human survival and development.

The object of this dissertation is to conceive and establish the
fundamental theory of environmental security and its issues from point
of the survival and development of human society. This object is
achieved through presenting and answering five fundamental questions.
The first question is “what fundamental conceptions can be based for the
environmental security”. The paper points out that three pair of
conception: main body and environment, security and danger, survival
and development, should be the theoretic basis and logical course for the
research on environmental security. The second is “what is
environmental security”. The paper argues that environmental security
means that the survival and development of human society is free from
danger and threat by environmental issues. The essence of
environmental security is not the security of natural environment, but the
survival security free environmental crisis of human society. The third is
“whose environmental security it is”. The paper defines that triplicity of
human, his living mode and the indispensable natural environment for
his survival and development, should be the main body of environmental
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security; and individual/small area, community/region and
humankind/earth, should be the three fundamental dimensions for
environmental security of human society. The fourth is “How to gain
environmental security”. The paper explains that the only way to avoid
and eliminate the environmental security issues is to build a new safe
living mode and to reform the traditional mode of survival and
development radically. The fifth is “How to research environmental
security”. The paper discusses that a research paradigm should be
established, and the studies on the national environmental security and
regional environmental security, and the methodology for environmental
security assessment should be underlined.

The theory and case study of national environmental security (NES) .
are primarily discussed. This book argues that national security and
environmental security are two different concept in two different field,
and the NES can be regarded as the intersection of this two term. It is
believed that NSE is the “ultimate security” for a nation, which means
the survival and development of this nation can be free from danger and
threat produced by environmental issues. The NES is also seen as the
most important material configuration of environmental security in
community/region dimension, and the most powerful force to maintain
and safeguard the environmental security of everyman and globe
environmental security. At last, based on the analysis of 10 typical
instances, the NES issues and its background and strategic challenges
are think, and form three levels of strategic object, scenario and
instrument, the Chinese NES strategy in 21% century is primarily
discussed.
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