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Abstract

Bertrand Russell is a great Western philosopher, who has a deep impact on
the world. He delivered lectures in China in 1920-21 and had close and exten-
sive contacts with Chinese intellectuals and other people. From his penetrating
perspective, he made accurate and careful investigations on and analysis to the
problems in China at that time. He was called “the only foreigner who knows
Chinese civilization” by Mr. Sun Yat Sen.

Russell’s visit to China encountered May Fourth Movement, which was a
very turbulent era in modern Chinese ideological history. He had stayed in Chi-
na for about 9 months, and delivered lectures for about 20 times around the
country. In the time, Russell’ s lectures were published in newspapers and
periodicals one after another. Politicians, famous scholars, young intellectuals
and students made comments on his lectures with great enthusiasm. Russell’s
popularity in the whole county created a beautiful scene in Chinese society. In
1998, Russell’s lectures in China were chosen as one of the “most influential
literatures on China in the 20th century” by Cultural Academy of China.

Russell’s stay in China was one of the most significant events of modern
Chinese cultural history. Unfortunately he has not left any manuscripts or
notes, not even the summaries. What has been conserved is the Chinese trans-
lation of his lectures. His lectures had been collected and published as Five
Major Series Lectures, however some important lectures were not covered.
This brings many difficulties for scholars, especially foreign scholars, which
lead to the neglect of Russell’s influence on China and the changes of his
attitude to China in the time of his sojourn.

This book is a collection of Russell’s lectures in China, and gathers his
scattered lectures from the newspapers and periodicals of that time, which have
been carefully and completely checked. It also includes some Miss Dora W.
Black’s lectures, “a list of Russell’s activities and lectures in China”, and sev-
eral scholars’ critical articles. We hope that this book can satisfy the scholars

and the readers.
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