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Preface: Modern Sport Economics

As Coordinator of the Fok Physical Education and Sport Exchange program
it is with pleasure and excitement that 1 have the opportunity to write the
Preface for Professor Zhang Bao ~ hua’s new text: Modern Sport Economics .
The publication of this text was supported by the Fok Physical Education and
Sport Exchange Program. This exchange program, between Springfield College
(Springfield, MA USA) and Zhongshan University ( Guangzhou, PRC), was
established in 1996 with the goal of exchanging knowledge and experiences
relating to physical education and sport of the respective countries. Exchanges
have included faculty, administrator, and student/athlete visit to the respective
campuses .

The concept for Modern Sport Economics was conceived while Professor
Zhang was studying Sport Management at Springfield College as part of a one -
year exchange experience. During his studies at Springfield College he studied
under Professor Thomas Shea of the Economics Department who teaches Sport
Economics. With Professor Shea’s encouragement and support the concept of
the text was developed. Professor Shea provided materials, resources, and
direction for the development of the text and was always available to discuss
topics with Professor Zhang. The publication of the text would not have
happened without the efforts and support of Professor Shea whom Professor
Zhang is proud to call a colleague.

Utilizing his extensive research, lessons provided by Professor Shea and a
year studying sport in the United States Professor Zhang has been able to
develop a text that will be an exceptional addition to the Sport Management
literature. What makes this text of particular value is the timing of its
publication. With the World Cup having just been completed in Japan and
Korea, the Olympics scheduled for Beijing in 2008 and the increased interest
in sport and recreation among the citizens of China and other Asian countries
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this text will be an outstanding resource and instructional tool for students and
scholars who are interested in studying Sport Economics.

Springfield College and the Fok Sport and Physical Education Exchange
are very proud to have been a part of the publication of Modern Sport
Economics . The publication of the text not only recognizes the efforts of a very
talented Sport Economics scholar, Professor Zhang Baohua of Zhongshan
University it demonstrates the success of the Fok Exchange program. As
Modern Sport Economics is published, I look forward to the publication on two
additional texts Professor Zhang is preparing, Sports Marketing and Sport
Management as well as the continued exchange of ideas and leaming the Fok
Physical Education and Sport Exchange program has provided Springfield
College and Zhongshan University.

Charles J. Redmond, LATC, PT

Coordinator, Fok Physical Educations and

Sport Exchange Programs

Springfield College

Springfield, MA USA
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