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Contents :

In order to lay a firm foundation for further study, the Chinese
phonetic transcription system (or ‘pinyin’) will be taught from the
véry beginning of the course, and will be used throughout it.

The language section of the book is formed mainly .by ;I'he_ Texts
of 150 Basic Sentences for Daﬂy Communication, together with Com-
monly Used Interrogative Words, 20 Commonly Used Measﬁre Words,
Commonly Used Numerals, Demonstrative: Pronouns: This & That, Co—
mmonly Used Position Words, Commonly Used Names for Places /
Food/Occupations, 100 Commonly Used Chinese Characters, etc. This
part is designed to cover the essential ﬁords and phrases necessary for
day-to—day life in China. o ‘

With the aim of making in—class teaching both more effective and
more intensive, basic information conceming Chinese grammar aﬁd
characters has been arranged in i'eading materials, so that students
can study it independently outside class should they be interested.
To help students better understand the Chinese people and Chinese
society through travel and other leisure activities, tourist inform-
ation has also been provided. For examplé, the Students can find
Famous Bars and Teahouses, Famous Scenic Spots, etc., in the

section entitled Tourist Guide.

Format

As a Chinese language teacher, it is very important to be aware
just how difficult it is for beginners of Chinese to learn Chinese
characters. It is almost impossible to learn a sufficient number of
characters in a short course of 4-6 weeks. With this in mind,
every example sentence has been arranged in four lines as follows.

(1) Pinyin of every word;
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1) Study and tour

Every morning, from Monday to Friday, the students have classes
from 8:00 to 12:00. During the first two weeks, the calligraphy or
traditional painting lessons can be arranged for one hour per day (if so
required). In the afternoon, the students are free to go sightseeing in the
city or to attend lectures and seminars. During the weekends the students
can travel inside or outside the city. Tours can be arranged at the end of

the course, allowing students to visit other cities.

2) Speed
The first week should be spent studying the pinyin system, and then
numeral words, interrogative words, and ways of asking and answering

questions. The study of the Texts of 150 Basic Sentences for Daily Commu—
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nication should begin at the same time. From the second week on, the
schedule is one lesson for every two or three days (i.e., 7-8 sentences per
day for those on a four-week course, or 5 sentences per day for those on a

six—week course).

3) Classroom language;the language of instruction

On account of the Chinese level of the students, it is acceptable to
use English (or the students’ mother tongue) in the classroom, but only
for explaining grammar points or answering questions. The teacher should
do his or her best to speak Chinese as much as possible, and to make the
students speak Chinese. Pinyin should also be frequently employed.

The author
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