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North America
JEE=M

Most of North America is divided among three na-
tions: Canada, the United States, and Mexico.

Borders between countries are never decided upon eosi-
ly, and such was the case with those in North America. The
boundary between Canada and the United States was settled
upon in 1783, following the Revolutionary War', and by
treaties in 1818, 1842, and 1846. Today, relations be-
tween the two countries are close and friendly. The frontier
between them is the longest undefended border in the
world, 5,525 miles (8,891.38 kilometers).

The boundary between the United Stotes and Mexico
was agreed upon only after the bitter Mexican War? of 1846
to 1848, and by treaties and purchases of land.

The United States is the giant among the three coun-
tries. It has less land than Canada, but has more than nine

times as many people. And it has more than three times the

population of Mexico. With its vast stores of raw materials .

and its industrial know-how, enormous quantities of goods
— cars, steel, food, and clothing — pour out of the in-

dustrial northeast to the country itself and to the rest of the
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When the Americans revolted against British rule in
1775, the Canadians remained loyal to the crown®. Today,
they recognize Queen Elizabeth 11I° as official head of state.
Nevertheless, Canada is self-ruling. Although a member of
the British Commonwealth of Nations®, it has its own parlic-
ment and prime minister. Canada, too, is rich in natural re-
sources. It is one of the most prosperous countries in the
world. _

The way of life of people in Canada and the United
States is very much alike. Quite different is the way of life
in Mexico.

Mexicans can trace their beginnings back to both the
highly developed Indian civilizations and the Spanish con-
querors. Links to Spain are present in the country’s many
churches and palaces, which are like those of sixteenth cen-
tury Spain. Customs in Mexico, especially in'the cities, are
in many ways like those of Spain.

Of all the Spanish-speaking countries, Mexico has the
most people — more than Argentina, Chile, and Columbia
combined”— many more than Spain itself. It carries much
weight among the Spanish-speaking nations of the world.®
Important deposits of oil have been found in Mexico in re-
cent years. With oil scarce and expensnve, Mexico's future
looks highly promising.

Greenland®, the largest island in the world, is con-
sidered part of North America. So are the islands of the




Caribbean'®, sometimes called the West Indies. These sunny
islands have a colorful past, and stories still are told of
Spanish galleons loaded with silver and gold, and of French
and British pirates.

English is the main language of North America, spoken
by most Americans and Canadians. About a quarter of Cana-
da’s people speak French. Spanish and Indian tongues are
spoken in Mexico. Spanish, Englisf;, French, Dutch, and
several other languages are spoken in the West Indies.

European explorers who visited North America once
called it the New World. 1t was indeed “new” to them. In
some ways it still is new — or at least young. Cities which
thrived before the arrival of Columbus'' have disappeared.
Today North American cities are all more or less like those
of Europe. All have come into being only since the year
1500.

(580 words)

New Words and Phrases:

1. treaty ["trist] n. %4

2. frontier [frantja] n. hiE; HEE

3. undefended [ iandrfendid] adj. FKBPiIFH

4. purchase [ 'patfes] n. WX

5. revolt [ rr'veutt] v. Rt

6. nevertheless| nevodales] conj. A&Ti; A
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7. self-ruling  ['self ‘rulm] adj. HEK

8. parliament [‘padoment] n. W&

9. prime minister BE; HH

10. prosperous [ prosperas]  adj. ¥

11. trace [ trers] v. ¥

12. civilization [ sivilarzeifon] n.  3CH3; Xfe

13. conqueror [ 'konkors] n. {ERE

14. deposit  [dr'pozrt] n. WK; iR

15. promising [‘promisy]  adj. HE&K; AHEH
16. galleon [ 'geeljon] n. FBBF KA

17. pirate [ "patorit] n. BE; HEE

18. thrive [erav] v, ¥E

Notes:

1. the Revolutionary War £ B3k 2& % F 1775—1783

2.

R FE LR KRB R

Mexican War & & 4 1 1846—1848 F R X H
BT H RS RERS

. With its vast stores of raw materials and its industrial

know-how, enormous quantities of goods — cars,
steel, food, and clothing — pour out of the industrial
northeast to the country itself and to the rest of the
world. HFERMMFE. ThHAKE, BAKT
HER (HE. B APERRE) AL RKHRLFF
AR ERLGERK,

. thecrown crownHABREW, XEHFXEERERTE

EE .




. Queen Elizabeth Il #W ¥ gk £t

. The British Commonwealth of Nations & B

. ...more than Argentina, Chile, and Columbia com-
bined. -+ WHARZE, HAATR B EA TR
%,

. It carries much weight among the Spanish-speaking na-
tions of the world. CA#R LA BHRFEFRE T &Ik
XE,

. Greenland #H 28 RAMFHE KRG, LTk
FIXEHZE, BAE.

10. The islands of the Caribbean m#)1biik 5
11. Columbus -F4 # (1451—1506) & K FlALE K,

1492 ERAFHAMEM.

Exercises:

I . Answer the following questions:
1. What is North America mainly composed of?
2. Why is the United States the giant in North America?
3. Who is recognized as official head of Canada?
4. |s the way of life of people in Mexico like that in the
United States and Canada?
5. Which language is the main language of North Ameri-
ca?
. Fill in each blank with appropriate figures sug-
gested in the text:
The boundary between Canada and the United States

was settled upon in 1, witha lengthof __ 2 kilo-
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metres. The boundary between the United States and
Mexico was agreed upon after the Mexico War of 3
to__4 . The United States has more than 5 times
the population of Canada, and more than _ 6 times

that of Mexico.

. Decide whether the following statements are

true or false:

1. The United Stotes gained independence from Britain in
1775.

2. Canada is the most prosperous country in the world.

3. Mexico has a bright future because of its important
deposits of oil.

4. Most Americans and Canadians speak English, but
Spanish and Indian tongues are popular in Mexico.

5. Most North American cities have come into being since
1500.
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Cambridge' and Oxford?
HFS4i

C ambridge and Oxford, England’s two oldest universi-
ty cities, may be quiet places of study. But they are also
full of excitement and variety for language learners.

During its 800-year history, Cambridge University has
had a reputation for maintaining the highest academic stand-
ards. Bul, in spite of its beautiful buildings and busy ot-
mosphere, it has also earned the reputation for being o
slightly cold and austere place.

Cambridge is located in the flat country of the East An-
glia region, about 80 km north of London, and there is not
much to shelter the city from cold winter winds that are said
to blow in from Siberia.

There is not a great deal Cambridge can do about its
climate, but in recent years a lot has been done to make the
city a more modern and exciting place to live and study in.
Today visitors and language learners will find much more to
do and see than just beautiful and ancient architecture.

One reason for the change is the fact that the city is
now much more than simply a place of learning. In recent
decades, it has become a centre for new hi-tech industries

and the success of these companies has created new jobs and
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attracted more professional people to the city. As a result,
new shops, restaurants, bars and nightclubs have opened to
meet the growing demand created by these new and wealthy
customers.

Language schools are taking advantage of the new
spirit of enterprise, and English for Business learners can
find courses which include visits to local companies where
they can do work experience.

Oxford University is made up of a collection of many
different colleges and institutions, each with its own history
and characteristics. Ifs home to a wide variety of nationali-
ties and ethnic groups. ¢ So to language learners, one of the
most popular social events is a night out at one of the town's
Latin American dance clubs. After a day spent learning Eng-
lish and absorbing the ancient atmosphere of the university,
learners can samba® the night away.

The city also has a thriving Asian community. So there
is a mouth-watering selection of Asian restaurants serving
curries, as well as shops stocked with exotic vegetables and
fruits.®

The city has attracted such a diverse population partly
because of the university, but also because it is an important
industrial centre — if's famous for car manufacturing. But,
in spite of large industrial areas, the old of the city centre
has remained surprisingly unspoilt.’

Many learners are surprised to find that the city is free
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from the usual high-rise modern buildings. From the centre
of Oxford, they can see green hills in the distance, and this
adds to the feeling that they are in a smali and friendly
town and not just another big modern city.

Oxford has developed some imaginative initiatives for
language learners. One is a local radio station which
broadcasts news and information for learners. They can visit
the station to get experience in radio production. Or, they
can meet university students in pubs and clubs or at one of
the many campus sports facilities which are open to lan-
guage learners.

(540 words)

New Words and Phrases:

1. reputation [irepiu’terfon] n. &/H; FH

2. maintain [men'temn] v, HF; RE

3. academic [iekodemik] adj. %¥RK

4. standard ['steendod ] n. JK¥

5. austere [os'ta] adj. FERE

6. climate [klamnit] n. K&

7. decade ["dekerd] n. 1%

8. hi-tech . ["har'tek] adj. BRHK

9. professional [profefonl] adj. FIK; Btk
’ i}

10. nightciub [‘nartklab] n. ®WEE

11. take advantage of A
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12. spirit of enterprise =ik L

13. characteristic [/keeriktoristik] ». $&4E

14. thriving [‘orarviy] adj. %KM

15. community (kemjunitt] n. H#&; #HK

16. diverse [darvas) adj. ZMHEHEMN

17. manufacture [ imanjufeektfs] v. HiE

18. high-rise ['harraiz] adj. BEXBE¥EH%
FHEH

19. initiative [Inifiotiv] n. BHH

20. facility [fo'silrti] n. [HBERI®RE

Notes:

1. Cambridge 4i#F SEEBT, RIABKFHfEH,

2. Oxford 4# ZEEN, NFEBRKFFEHR,

3. Cambridge is located in the flat country of the East An-

glia region, about 80 km north of London, and there is
not much to shelter the city from cold winter winds that
are said to blow in from Siberia. 4] #f4% F 4302 & 80
NENEREHNEFRE, BAHAZATAAE TEHEE
WA B F) L8] R 6 A G LR,

. Its home to a wide variety of nationalities and ethnic

groups. EZ 3 H R APV HRANER,

. Samba A€ —METFEAREBESMNSHE. ALK

BEM, B “‘BREH,

. So there is a mouth-watering selection of Asian restau-

rants serving curries, as well as shops stocked with
exotic vegetables and fruits. EMARILA# %L Lok




