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2003 410 A 16 # October 16, 2003
X — ARG B A Atk B F A day that all Chinese people commemorate and take pride of.
F B AR R A b AT B A A A Ay G OR R B sk It is the day that Chinese Astronaut Yang Liwei, aboards the
EXZFXTT 607028 indigenously developed spacecraft, rushes out of the Earth and
ZhAKETAREER flies in space for 600,000 km before safely landing on the
BEFEAGEOTEFHHLE—F grassland of Inner Mongolia.
A% F B AR F AR iR 81k KR It is a historical step that the Chinese have taken in exploring
FEAKFED LHYELRT G&RBAMR AT the universe and a remarkable achievement for China’s space
—KkRABFR KTHEARL hE ZBRA endeavor.

The Chinese people have independently accomplished their first
manned space flight, thus making China the third member of
the international “space club”.
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EK R A RA R E A S ISR R E ORI, A
BT O FARE, REEMTRREER, X2FEATGRT
BHFHEN—%, hERERXEL LRI EARR. 33 E8,
RERSHR EERENRS AR EEMER; TX—K, FEA
REECHHBER T ERBEARE T, — KN ER ASAR
W HE= R R.

O FABMAZZIR, EABHASTRERRZIE, AT,
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IR, RAASER. FERTHARNESL. S9TEENE
51, NEATFFE 20 HE K T B SR E—bER, MTIFFAE T 2
K CEERA SR RS R,
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‘WA - =M ESEXLETAERX,

BEE A ASHEAN RN AS, — MR EESEAFIET
FRTAFNMER,BATHRASTERKNHEXFH, EEHBE
X EX FEE B MR ERRIE BRI S E NG, A
{i1/ taikonaut kR FRFEMK R ; MARPTIE KB . HETE.
BRAFENDETDRTIE. FZE. ERBENOFFIEFEEXE
R, {3 A X AMESC B 2 1A taikonautao iIX4NEiE A BT 284> taiko 2%
BT R K" HE, EHER-naul(a) SRERM K RIGEET
astronaut(@)BI R TEL — . FEE P ERE X HNAELR , BE
ERARER, HASREREER, FENHASHEEFERINEL
taikonaut(a)—EEFHFF A=




October 15, 2003 marks the date of commemoration and pride for the
Chinese people, since it is the day that the Chinese Astronaut Yang Liwei
who aboards the indigenously developed spacecraft, rushes out of the
Earth and flies in space for 600,000 km before safely landing on the
grassland of Inner Mongolia. It is a historical step for the Chinese in
exploring the universe and a remarkable achievement for China’s space
endeavor. 33 years ago, China became the fifth country to launch a man-
made earth satellite. Today, the Chinese people have independently
accomplished their first manned space flight, thus making China the third
member in the international “space club”.

The 600,000 km space travel is but a tiny segment in the infinite space.
However, it embodies the millennial dream and expectation of the
Chinese nation.Since the ancient times,the humankind has long cherished
the dream of flying out of the earth, exploring the mysteries of the space
and exploiting the resources of the universe. After hundreds of years’ effort,
the humankind finally flew out of its cradle—the earth, and set its foot on
the fourth platform after the land, the ocean and the atmosphere.

Since the first launch of man-made earth satellite in 1957, the space

science and technology has become one of the most influential sciences

and technologies in the modern time. Manned spaceflight demonstrates

Preface

a nation’s overall stfrength and its scientific and technological level, as it
encompasses a full range of activities from the design and fabrication of
the launch vehicle and spacecraft to the construction and upgrading of
the launching site and the fracking and control network. In September
1992, China launched its manned space project. On November 20, 1999,
China successfully shot its first independently developed Shenzhou
spacecraft affer which the second to the fifth crafts were launched in
succession.

With the successful launch of Shenzhou V, Taikonaut-a newly created
word has emerged in the major languages despite huge geographic
distances. It has appeared on the major news websites in English, German,
Danish, Dutch, Swedish and Finnish, meaning Chinese astronaut.
Taikonauta, a different spelling of the word, is borrowed by Spanish,
French, Portuguese, Italian, Romanian, Polish, Czech and Hungarian. The
first half of the word “Taiko” is similar to the pronunciation of “space” in
Chinese, while its suffix -naut (a) is the same with that of the word
“astronaut (@)”. It is believed that, with the sustained growth of China’s
scientific strength, the world will be pleasantly surprised to see the Chinese
and foreign taikonauts fravelling together in space aboard a Chinese

spacecraft.
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The launch site
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October 15 2003, Yang Liwei, the No.1 candidate astronaut for China’s first manned
space flight, accompanied by the other two candidate astronauts, Mr. Zhai Zhigang

(right) and Mr. Nie Haisheng (left), waving goodbye to the people gathering at Jiuguan
Satellite Launching Center seeing him off. (Photo by Zhang Tongsheng)
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Yang Liwei ready to enter the spacecraft (Photo by Zhang Tongsheng)



