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PREFACE

Towards the end of a long haul of editorial work on The World of Chinese, the
editors of the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press asked me to write a
preface for this full-length multimedia textbook for teaching Chinese as a second
language.

That was a request | could not decline. In truth, I felt immensely pleased to have
been offered a chance to put a finishing touch to this wonderful creation. I was
happy, on the one hand, for the numerous learners who would inevitably benefit a
great deal from the book, and on the other, for the editors, whose years’ diligent
work in designing, compiling and editing this book, and in taping the movie strips
for it, was finally coming to fruition.

As befits its high prestige in foreign language education in China, the Beijing
Foreign Studies University has over the years accumulated a wealth of experience
and resources in teaching and researching second languages, and the building of a
faculty of teaching Chinese as a second language, and the compilation of quality
coursebooks for it, is high on its agenda. It was thus no coincidence that towards the
end of the 1990s, we came to realize that the Chinese textbooks available on the
home market were noticeably lacking, both in the use of multimedia technology and
in focusing on learners’ needs. That realization made a compelling case on our part
to come up with multimedia textbooks designed to make the most of modern tech-
nology and turn teaching and learning Chinese into a pleasurable experience.

In March 1999, the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press decided to
produce The World of Chinese on the basis of painstaking research and deliberation,
and ladled out a whopping § million yuan for it. In the ensuing years, a team of
editors followed an action-packed schedule as they taped movie strips, compiled the
text and put all the picces together. Their tenacity in the face of difficulties, their
punctilious attention to minute details, and their hardworking spirit won the admira-
tion of us all. Their achievements were remarkable, as well. The World of Chinese
turns out to be a one-of-a-kind coursebook that is learner-friendly, practical, scien-
tifically based and entertaining, and, above all, it captures exactly the ethos of the
New Age. Itis valuable in that it puts a premium on honing learners’ speaking ability,
brings forth the appeals of the Chinese characters to best advantage, and makes

studying the Chinese language a fun experience.

Putting a premium on honing learners’ speaking ability. The World of

Chinese is a multimedia coursebook that combines reading, listening and speaking into
a congruous learning process. 1t incorporates the salient features of cognitive and

communicative approaches, and offers large amounts of common usages for
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different language environments, thereby enabling learners to develop a keen feel
for the language, and acquire the initial faculty to communicate in Chinese in a
relatively short period of time.

Bringing forth the appeals of the Chinese characters to best advantage.
The World of Chinese illustrates the course of evolution of essential Chinese
characters and the strokes contained in them, and teaches all the basics, including
pronunciation and intonation. Through vivid images and lucid instruction, the
coursebook helps learners dispel misgivings about learning the Chinese characters,
learn how to appreciate the aesthetics of the written Chinese language and foster an
interest in writing Chinese.

Making learning the Chinese language a fun experience. The movie strips
featured in The World of Chinese are situational and come in a variety of forms —
comedy, cartoon and folklore performance. Their dramatic plots, vivid and humorous
language, and their characterization of distinct personalities, are all designed to
engage the learners.

Finally, I must point out in particular that The World of Chinese is an FLTRP
landmark in the publishing of top-of-the-line textbooks for teaching Chinese as a
second language. As far as | know, President Li Pengyi and his team of FLTRP
leadership have recently mapped out an ambitious publishing plan to promote
Chinese as a second language and acquaint the international community with
the Chinese culture. Producing high-caliber textbooks is a major part of that plan.
It is my hope that the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press will seize
upon the good opportunities to keep exploring new ground and make full use of
modern science and technology, in order to come up with a constant stream of
choice textbooks and contribute to the endeavor of disseminating Chinese as a

major tool for international communication.
Chen Naifang

Former president of Beijing Foreign Studies University
August 2005
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] INTRODUCTION

As China comes into increasing contacts with other countries and regions thanks
to its robust economy and drive to open its doors still wider to the outside world, the
Chinese language is riveting worldwide attention and interest as a major tool for
international communication. The ranks of learners of Chinese have been expanding
unabated as a result. How to produce new types of practical textbooks for these
learners under the new circumstances has become the order of the day for all those
engaged in the teaching of Chinese as a second language.

Beginning from the late 1990s, the Foreign Language Teaching and Research
Press has been digging into its long-accumulated experience and resources in
second-language publishing in search of new ways for producing such textbooks. In
March 1999, on the basis of a feasible market study, we came to the decision to
compile The World of Chinese. Five or so years later today, having put in enormous
amounts of hard work and intellectual and material resources, we are able to present
this one-of-a-kind multimedia textbook.

Compiling textbooks is an onerously arduous task. That was particularly the
case with The World of Chinese. A vast team of experts, scholars and actors toiled for
numerous hours while contributing their experience and wisdom to this project. Zhou
Xiaogeng and Ma Wengi, just to name a few, took great pains in writing and compiling
the Chinese text for the entire textbook, while Chen Haiyan finalized the English
text of it. We feel immensely indebted to these and other experts.

Our heartfelt gratitude is also owed to Professor Chen Naifang and Professor
Lii Bisong. Professor Chen Naifang, the former president of the Beijing Foreign
Studies Universities, who had followed every step of our progress, from the drafting
of the text and the shooting of movie strips to final preparations for the press. As the
advisor to our compilation and editorial work, she personally ran over the text and
offered precious counsel on how to improve it. Professor Lil Bisong, an expert in
teaching Chinese as a second language at the Beijing Language and Culture
University, also served as our advisor and provided valuable guidance over our
compilation work.

For those of us who work as editors of the Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Press, compiling textbooks of Chinese as a second language, multimedia
ones in particular, is still something of a learning experience. Due to our limitations
in experience and knowledge, The World of Chinese is of course without its flaws
and oversights. It is our sincere hope that experts, scholars and readers will be so
kind as to present their criticisms and comments, so that we can improve this text-
book in future revisions.

Department of Chinese as a second Language
Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press
August 2005
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NOTES
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This textbook, The World of Chinese , is specially designed for foreign learn-
ers with primary knowledge of the Chinese language and is aimed at improving
their Chinese communication proficiency by way of learning Chinese in real lan-
guage situations, while helping them acquire a deep understanding of the unique
beauty of Chinese culture. In general, this textbook has the following salient features:

Real Situation and Rich Content

This textbook, as a whole, is a play describing the work and life of a Chinese
American journalist Mali, who returns to China to work for the magazine The
World of Chinese. Arranged in 50 episodes, it relates the stories of six main
characters, and presents a true, all-around picture of the everyday life of ordinary
Chinese people, concerning clothing, food, housing, transport, social life, and
customs. Learners may use this textbook to study everyday Chinese language, folk
customs, and rich culture hidden in the Chinese script and then apply what they
have learned in daily communication.

Progressive Improvement

As a textbook for teaching oral Chinese, The World of Chinese has designed
different language learning focal points according to different situations in daily
life. While giving oral exercises, it also explains basic sentence patterns and the
interesting culture hidden in the Chinese script. On the principle of gradual
improvement, the textbook has designed situational language training exercises
and grammar exercises from easy to difficult. Meanwhile, repeated basic sentence
pattern exercises in different situations further strengthen learners’ memorization
and understanding.

Interesting Plot and Humorous Language

The plot of the play is dramatic, its characters lifelike, and its language
humorous. These features will certainly arouse learners’ enthusiasm for Chinese.
At the same time, annotations are given to the texts as well as relevant English
translations. Users of this textbook will find them very helptul in the pre-class
study and after-class review.

Easy-to-use Textbook

[n the course of teaching, the focus of teaching changes according to the de-
mands of students, and that requires a textbook to be flexible and open. The World
of Chinese emphasizes the teaching concept of learners being the center, and pro-
vides teachers with an open system, giving room for teachers to freely apply their

teaching ability to the full. Each part of the system can be used flexibly. For example,




the textbook and the DVDs may be used together or separately, and teachers may
expand the teaching content or reduce it accordingly.

This set of textbook includes two volumes and six DVDs. Each lesson in the
textbook includes the following parts of introduction, text, notes, words and
phrases, comprehension, important grammar and sentence patterns, let’s do it
now, comprehensive exercises, and each episode on the DVDs consists of four
parts of introduction, play, common communication words, and the Chinese script
appreciation. Teachers may use the textbooks as the main teaching material and
the DVDs as auxiliary. It is suggested that each lesson take 4-6 class hours.
However, teachers and self-taught learners may arrange their own timetables
according to their own needs.

At present, functional audiovisual teaching materials for teaching Chinese
as a second language are becoming mature. In the course of our compilation
work, we have made bold experiments on the basis of the experience of our
predecessors. Of course, this textbook is not without errors and oversights. We
sincerely hope that teachers and learners will kindly share any comments and
suggestions with us so that we may make further improvements.

Compilers
June 2005
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WHAT S YOUR NAME

i1
4

Xing shén ming shéi

" H 2

“REEAMET R R A4 . L
AR R E, CDUEHER) ZeS m B 10 & W
WL, VS EE THAFR? HE T
HOLVE

W 4 i is often used to ask for other
people’s names. Ma Li, a beautiful Chinese
American, comes back to China and Chen Huan,
a photographer of The World of Chinese
Magazine, meets her at the airport. What happens

at the airport? Please read the following story.




(Z34H %, The air hostess welcomes the passengers. )

NG chéng wi yuén , Ninhdo, hudnying ,

t ﬁ % R . &%, kK 4.

Ma Li Nin hdo ,

5 m: &,

N chéngwl yuan , Ninhdo, hudnying,

* R BR . BEF, K O,

Chéng ke jid . NIhdo

® =B B. .

(7 % #1_L on the plane)

NG chéng wl yuén ,  Xido jié ,

T ® £ R: /HHE.

| Ma Li ., Xiexie, xiexienl ,

5 o.M BHR .

N chengwiyuén , Biékeé gi ,

x % F B NER

| A 1 dé . Xidoji¢, qlngwenninguixing?

¥ O @ W, F M BB

M& Li WO xingMa, jidoMaLi , Qingweén

5 o oM S, WG, F R
ninguixing @ 2
HRE W

A li dé ., Wojido Ai li dé,

¥R @E. R M EHE.

MG Li . Ai Ii dé,

= m o LA

(BERIE D RAT & 4 TiR%, Chen Huan makes a mistake when he

comes to meet Ma Li. )

M Li
5 [}
Sin Hai .
#h pi: g

N h&io, xignsheng, gingwen nin
W, &£ £, & 0 &
Shk
W shi Son Hai,  ging wen ni shi Zhao
W, R B
Ling 7
3% 7

- TFeS B

. %4, How do you do?

. /Mfl: Miss

-

. %4, You are welcome.

. a7 May I ask your name?

RS, M,

. et Sir; Mr.

- R R

stewardess

It is a formal greeting. % is more

formal and respectful than {7.

It is usually used to address a young

lady.

thank you; thanks
Popular way to say “thank you”. Same

as WHAR, BHAHE.

The reply for “thank you”. Same as A
B, AHES.

“3#%[i] + question” is a polite way to
ask questions.

My family name is Ma, and my full

name is Ma Li.

This word can be used independently

or after somebody’s name.

. Are you...
It is a good way to begin a
conversation when you are not sure

who the one you are talking to is.




