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A Natural Museum of Civilian Dwelling in Southern Sichuan
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A Fort on Ancient Post Road
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A Melody Composed of Stones
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| Ancient Town

On the mountain top, 30 li away in the southeast of Tongchuan city, lies an ancient town Chenlu. According to the record in Tongguan County
Annals in 1618 there was a pottery furnace display, hence was the town named. It had been the central pottery yard in the famous Yao Prefecture
Ceramics since Tang and Song dynasties, and was the largest in Shanxi Province, maybe the largest one in the northwest of China. The town was
even called the capital of ceramics in northern Wei River.
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Layer after layer civilian dwellings on hillside
like wax cells in honeycomb
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The town Chenlu is like a very huge basin surrounded by mountains, the bottom of which is a flat and open
plain. The furnaces are linked together by the streets while the caves are dwelled on the slope of the basin from
up and down according to its physical features which look like wax cells in a honeycomb. In order to reduce the
pressure onto the caves below, every household built the walls of the yard with the discarded products — jars,
pots and pans. “The yard walls with jars are very spectacular and unique in the whole country "said the research-
ers of ceramic museum of Yao prefecture. Looking at the walls and chimneys built with such waste products on
an autumn afternoon is a very unusual view. They are red and shining under the bright sun. The vast civilian
buildings in Chenlu and its style are really unique. You'll be shocked and intoxicated at the first sight.
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A variety of “Jar piled walls”
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The pottery and porcelain production in Chenlu has a long history. The
main reason for that lies in the fact that Chenlu is rich in pot clay. It's also
named refractory clay. The clay is very plastic. When burned it turns white
and solid. The pottery production in Ming and Qing dynasties reached its
top. “ The furnace mount without night ” is a highly artistic condensation of
the historical scenery. As was recorded in the Tongguan County Annals in
Ming Dynasty that what could be seen at night in the spring were all furnaces
from the foot to the top of the mountain. The natives made fires to temper the
pottery day and night. When looking at it from a long distance, the whole
mountain looked like a huge lamp. The same scenery was also recorded in
the county annals in the Republic of China that the pottery yard stretched 3
li from north to south, and 5 li from east to west. The furnaces were burning
the whole nights, hence the town was called the mount without night and
became one of the eight famous scenes in the region.
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Jar piled walls
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A variety of “Jar piled walls”
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