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FOREWORD

This book is compiled to fill the needs of Chinese students
who are interested in learning journalistic writing in English. The
text is written in Chinese with English supplements. So students
may easily shift between the two languages.

However, supplement is not, strictly speaking, a direct trans-
lation; the two texts rather complement each other. They are
closely correlatgd so  students may become familiar with the
interchangeability of the languages.

As this book’s title indicates, its theme is to aid students in
writing news articles in English. Therefore all examples given in
the book are in English only, with no Chinese equivalents.

Teachers may offer more adequate and up-to-date examples
on any particular subject for student practice or exercises. All this,
of course, must be carried out in English only.

The examples, along with the text, in a book like this, are
merely vehicles for students to build on and to shape their own
English writing styles on as reporters, or rather student-reporters.

Remember practice is important; there is no short cut.

YLC

Taipei, March 1980




H &

CONTENTS
'ﬁfj Beeeerererens T T T P P P PP PP PP PP PP PPPPTTPNS ersteccsssntassianes .
FOREWORD
B EREEEEHREILTL P oo, NTTTITTTES |

CHAPTER I JOURNALISTIC ENGLISH WRITING

e AR TE, TREER s 7
CHAPTER II ENGLISH LANGUAGE A MEANS, NOT AN END

EE FRRURRE oo ‘19
CHAPTER Il WHAT MAKES NEWS

SIOE  BARAYZTRIEREL e 31
CHAPTER IV THE SIMPLE OR SINGLE-INCIDENT STORY

%EE %@ﬁg%@maﬁﬁ ................................................ 49
-CHAPTER V POLISHING THE LEAD

HRE B RIBYETREE o 65
CHAPTER VI PYRAMID NEWS STORIES



B &£

ML EE BEETRDEESETRR e 85
CHAPTER VII REWRITES AND FOLLOW-UPS

HI\ES TG e e e 107

CHAPTER VIII ENGLISH HEADLINING

HILEE SRR e s 133
CHAPTER IX STYLE BOOK

BHE WAL B, TR oo 155

CHAPTER X NEWS AGENCY, NEWS CONFERENCE, NEWS
BACKGROUND BRIEFING

Bt —2 BB RIGTRHRRE ereereseeeeeeee v 165
CHAPTER XI CHINESE PRESS AND PRESS ASSOCIATIONS

B2 AEEBARIAER e 183
CHAPTER XII PERSONALS AND BREVITIES

%_I"——:-E- #ﬁhfﬁ\ ﬁ;‘t‘ %ﬁ ............................................. 197
CHAPTER XIII ILLNESS, DEATH, FUNERALS

%_'..mﬁ Kgﬁﬁ%gﬁ; ................................................ 211
CHAPTER XIV FIRES AND ACCIDENTS

%_l"ﬁﬁ 5&5@%@ ............................................................ 221
CHAPTER XV CRIME NEWS



HMALEF

R B BB 229
CHAPTER XVI SUICIDE NEWS

HLE B T S, 233
CHAPTER XVII SPEECHES, REVIEWS AND INTERVIEWS

%_[../“\—:é:‘ }ﬁ:ﬁ?{i\ H@\ jﬁﬁ ............................................. 247
CHAPTER XVIII CRITICISM, SCIENCE, PROMOTION

%’f‘ﬂﬁ %@w@% ......................................................... 261
CHAPTER XIX MEETINGS AND OCCASIONS

%:_I..ﬁ Aliﬁ%&%ﬂ]ﬁﬁ ............................................. 273
CHAPTER XX HUMAN INTEREST AND FEATURES



F—F EREIRFHEAX:

(HOW TO LEARN TO WRITE JOURNALISTIC ENGLISH?)

FECRORIE, ERENE IR, (EREHMENRE,
B2 HE (R BB S SURARIAE T ,

PR PO B BN E, BRAELRMA, hEFEN
¥, REEBEEARNE LR HREEFELWBRMAIE ETE
AR TRFHRIFEENSE, MADLEHT - REBAHEE, AR
MeBETRARKANE, CHURBOMANER.

One must first learn to read the English language before
learning to write news articles in English. However one'’s facility
in reading English newspapers can conversely be improved by
learning how journalistic English is written.

Learning the differences between English and Chinese newspa-
pers is a fascinating study. It is also of such great value that many
scholars advocate teaching newspaper reading and writing in
colleges and universities in the Republic of China. Such study

would be valuable not only for prospective Chinese journalists but
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also for people from all walks of life in Taiwan. They would then
understand the newspapers that they make daily use of and on

whose reporting they base most of their opinions.

HE AR

B —BhER, BRI RIS MR R H B LB 1F,

FER B HRIEERB R M LB S FR sk Ly RNEE
A, HENBRTTLS,

TBRIFELEATE WREY 7, BERERWE, BAFKLER, L
RIFMiH, FRFERIFL—RARE, SRR RE, TE
A%,

Journalistic English Writing may be defined as the kind of
writing that is published in English language newspapers and news
magazines.

This book’s aim is to show students how to write the various
kinds of news stories, factual reports and simple commentaries that
are daily seen in newspapers and magazines.

Practice is the most essential thing in learning how to write.
There are no short cuts. In general, however, journalistic writing is
relatively easier than other kinds of English composition, particularly
literary writing.

K, FHEXRIFRAMBHELFEETETRR ? FARBH
B R KA R T HA RSB, %ﬁ/\f’ﬁﬁfﬂﬁiﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&'
M, TREHA. ARBETHY, FEECRERECEEX TR
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. EXRAMTERIIMNEA HINFE EEFEFIOHE

T R HAEEENRRATEY BRBIDECHFEFRR

2, SEFHETFEOBGL, #lR#E,

What then is the difference between journalistic English
writing and other kinds of English composition? Many persons
speak of journalistic writing as if it’ were an unusual form of
literary gymnastics. Some falsely accuse it of being a cheaper,
shoddier kind of writing. It is none of these. Journalistic English
is merely the use of the English language to recount current
events. It has no special style, no special vocabulary, and seldom
has a special structure. It is done on the spur of the moment for
a definite practical purpose -- that is, to put on paper quickly and
easily a narrative, descriptive, or expositive account of a current
event.

HRFHBIERAMMEEENER, REWMS EBENE, ERY
HRERENE, RIFWRBAERMPE; WROBEIREKROE, BRIERE
HEHRBE, T ENEERLRES X !

Naturally journalistic writing is concerned with timely things,
with today’s happenings. It has little time to talk about the past,
except in connection with the present, and little time to try to
foretell the future; beyond pointing out the significance of the

present. Its subject is today!

FHRFERER, FHILERIEZSMNAR, WRDHERE, fib

MEFREE, REER, FUFHRFEORES:
(=) ERELN—REARTUECRE,
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(2 ERFBN—REARUEERE,

() EnEERREMEREFHE —TERE. I SR,

() EREHHEHEY, TRMHN ERAZENF EHEHEN
Ro

Journalistic writing is primarily concerned with facts. The

journalist seldom writes his opinion or what he thinks. He has
little time to philosophize. Facts he seeks and facts he tells. As a
result journalistic writing has these four essentials:
(1) It is impersonal -- the writer is not thinking of himself.
(2) It is objective -- the writer always has the reader in mind.
(3) Its purpose is to inform and to disseminate -- not to
preach, exhort, or argue.
(4) It is to be read silently, rather than aloud, and has little

use for oratorical devices.

HHfARGEZH

REAEFHRFERE, HMAFR, wLRER B EHERHD
FIRHEHRRZENSR, ERENLABRXIBHESNEHEK, Mo
H, NVEFHOMPHEE, ATHXEGREHE AR, HibdnEsr
WK, BRR, BARE,

B LR E i H R MM B ER ARG E, T8, Memes, ¥
TRAEE HRR, MREERBHERE, bEHEE RKERGEE
BERF AR REIE,

Speed and Space Is Vital. Journalistic writing is done rapidly.
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Other writiers may spend months or years pondering over their
subject and deciding upon its form. The journalist must be able to
immediately write whatever he has to say. He is urged on by the
fact that his information, though of great importance today, will
no longer be of interest tomorrow. It is now or never!

A journalist is always conscious of the limitations of time and
space. He fights time, not so much in having to write fast, as in
having to write now. He fights space in that he must cover his

subject in a limited number of words.

¥ &9 3

FAILL, FHSFREFRENAN, KA HET, 12N
%, RIFE—URATNMETTHGHE, ROVEESKERME, SRR
MR FH M. FTLVBRHEE, BLLUR B RS T R AR BEAF T o
R B R T 545

(—) BIFERRH

(D) ERBERBTA,

() ERBREHRBRE BN,

() BEERSBREE,

() BERRARE,

Easy Style. In its essence, journalistic writing has no charac-
teristic form, style, or technique. A good starting point, however,
is to forget all about style and technique. If the beginner allows

himself to think of style, he will very likely acquire disagreeable
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affectations. He should think only of what has to be said and then
say it in the easiest and most natural way. The principal factors
that he should have in mind are:

(1) The conditions under which he writes.

(2) The form in which the material is to be used.

(3) Practices, usages and methods required in his newspaper.

(4) His reader’s general level of intelligence.

(5) The taste of his reading public.



% XXRTEH, TERHW

(ENGLISH LANGUAGE, A MEANS, NOT AN END)

FERBEI M AORE, TERAEIRMENL, BHRR, =
RRETHE, TNRAMN, HEEERME, WHANBE, FBHFE
T RER, (EREREERFRREMRIPT RETH, ER QR
PERMOMBENER, THOEBEEEREHK,

In writing news articles in English, the journalist uses the
English language merely to transmit facts. To him, the means of
expression is a tool, not a goal in itself. To such writers as poets
and essayists, beautiful words and sentences are of the greatest
concern. But the journalist uses language simply to tell what he
has seen and heard. He realizes that his reader cares more for the
things he tells than for the way in which he tells him.

N, TR, AR FMENRSChARFe —BEXHE
*, EHUBBRAMRENLEE, FXFWAIM; DRBEBMERE ER
BEAFLDRESVUENESR MAXENFE WwWEEHR, ETH
—EREBEOME BRESERE,



8 FoF AR TREY

whether it is a tool or a goal, the English language used in
newspaper reports has to accept recognized rules of English. It also
strives for certain qualities of style: simplicity and vividness;
emphasis and orginality; and clarity and accuracy. These qualities
cannot be sharply defined. They afford no specific rulgs to follow
in achieving excellence and distinction in writing. Some geﬁeral
principles of news style, however, can be illustrated:

(=) Buztay® (Eliminate Superfluous Words)

() AUERY7ES  (Unnecessary  Articles) :
Weak: The Cabinet members met in an urgent meeting Monday night.

Strong: Cabinet members met in an urgent meeting Monday night.

R REOTEREF an HATE.)
Weak: Mr. Chang returned a part of the money to Mr. Lee.
Strong: Mr. Chang returned part of the money to Mr. Lee.
(HEE: E—DEMHNTEEREY, ARETEREWNER the, HRBLHT
METAHR)
(2D THAYEE  (Circuitous Verb Forms):
Weak: The Committee of Foreign Affairs of the Legislative Yuan
will hold a regular meeting on Wednesday.
Strong: The Committee of Foreign Affairs of the Legislative Yuan
will meet regularly Wednesday.
() w4 BlFE . AR5 (Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions) :
Weak: Both automobiles made by Ford Motor Company were
completely destroyed.
Strong: Both Ford-made cars were destroyed.
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Weak: A tall and magnificant 88-story building.
Strong: An 88-story building.
Weak: She steppe& off of the train.
Strong: She stepped off the train.
Weak: The Flight 808 of the China Airlines is scheduled to reach
San Francisco on Saturday.
Strong: CAL'’s Flight 808 will reach San Francisco Saturday.
(T) FE#5 (Connectives) :
Weak: The official said that he would attend the conference.
Strong: The official said he would attend the conference.
Weak: The rocket and the missile and the satellite.
Strong: The rocket, missile and satellite.
(IR) RKFTBME#A (Well-known Places) :
Weak: The militia came from Kinmen and Matsu, Fuchien province.
Strong: The militia came from Kinmen and Matsu.
(2) K& (Phrases):

Weak: The accident involved many cars occurred at the intersection
of Chungshan North Road and Nanking East Road.
Strong: The multi-car accident occurred at Chungshan N. Road and

Nanking E. Road.
(B) F4) (Clauses) :
Weak: All citizens who are qualified should vote in December.
Strong: Citizens qualified (or Qualified citizens) should vote in
December.

Weak: The drought which occurred in the United States last year



