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Friday, 12 October 1492

At dawn we saw naked people, and 1 went ashore in the ship’s
boat, armed, followed by Martin Alonso Pinzén, captain of the Pin-
ta, and his brother, Vincente Yanez Pinzon, captain of the Nina. [
unfurled the royal banner and the captains brought the flags which
displayed a large green cross with the letters F and Y at the left and
right side of the cross. Over each letter was the appropriate crown of
that Sovereign. These flags were carried as a standard on all of the
ships. After a prayer of thanksgiving I ordered the captains of the
Pintaand Nina, together with Rodrigo de Escobedo(secretary of the
fleet) , and Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia(comptroller of the fleet) to
bear faith and witness that 1 was taking possession of this island for
the King and Queen. [ made all the necessary declarations and had
these testimonies carefully written down by the secretary. In addition
to those named above, the entire company of the fleet bore witness to
this act. To this island I gave the name San Salvador ‘, in honor of
our Blessed Lord.

No sooner had we concluded the formalities of taking possession of
the island than people began to come to the beach, all as naked as
their mothers bore them, and the women also, although I did not see
more than one very young girl. All those that I saw were young peo-
ple, none of whom was over 30 years old. They are very well-built

people, with handsome bodies and very fine faces, though their ap-
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pearance is marked somewhat by very broad heads and foreheads,
more so than I have ever seen in any other race. Their eyes are large
and very pretty, and their skin is the color of Canary Islanders or of
sunburned peasants, not at all black, as would be expected because
we were on an east-west line with Hierro in the Canaries. These are
tall people and their legs, with no exceptions, are quite straight, and
none of them has a paunch. (They are, in fact, well proportioned.
Their hair is not kink ) i)"ut séraightj, and coarse like horsehair. They
wear it short over the eyebrows, but they hate z.i'llong hank in the
back that they never cut. Many of the natives paint their faces; oth-
ers paint their whole bodies; some, only the eyes or nose. Some are
painted black, some white, some red; others are of different colors.

The people here called this land Guanahani in their language, and
their speech is very fluent, although I do not understand any of it.
They are friendly and ngl-dispositioned people who bare no arms ex-
cept for small spears, and they have no iron. I showed one my
sword, and through ignorance he grabbed it by the blade and cut
himself. Their spears are made of wood, to which they attach a fish
tooth at one end, or some other sharp thing.

1 want the natives to develop a friendly attitude toward us because [
know that they are a people who can be made free and converted to
our Holy Faith more by love than by force. I therefore gave red caps
to some and glass beads to others. They hung the beads around their
necks, along with some other things of slight value that I gav?e them.
And they took great pleasure in this and became so friendly that it
was a marvel. They traded and gave everything they had with good
will, but it seems to me that they have very little and are poor in ev-

erything. 1 warned my men to take nothing from the people without
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giving something in exchange.

This afternoon the people of San Salvador came swimming to our
ships and in boats made from one log. They brought us parrots, balls
of cotton thread, spears, and many other things, including a kind of
dry leaf that they hold in great esteem. For these items we swapped
them little glass beads and hawks’ bells.

Many of the men I have seen have scars on their bodies, and when
I made signs to them to find out how this happened, they indicated
that people from other nearby islands come to San Salvador to capture
them; they defend themselves the best they can. I believe that people
from the mainland come here to take them as slaves. They ought to
make good and skilled servants, for they repeat very quickly whatever
we say to them. I think they can easily be made Christians, for they
seem to have no religion. If it pleases Our Lord, I will take six of
them to Your Highnesses when I depart, in order that they may learn

our language-**
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A Little Speech on Liberty

1 suppose something may be expected from me, upon this charge
that is befallen me, which moves me to speak now to you; yet [ in-
tend not to intermeddle in the proceedings of the court, or with any of
the persons concerned therein. Only I bless God, that I see an issue
of this troublesome business. I also acknowledge the justice of the
court, and, for mine own part, I am well satisfied; 1 was publicly
charged, and 1 am publicly and legally acquitted, which is all I did
expect or desire. And though this be sufficient for my justification be-
fore men, yet not so before the God, who hath seen so much amiss in
my dispensations (and even in this affair) as calls me to be humble.
For to be publicly and criminally charged in this court, is matter of
humiliation (and I desire to make a right use of it), not withstanding
I be thus acquitted. If her father had spit in her face (saith the Lord
concerning Miriam) , should she not have been ashamed seven days?

Shame had lien upon her, whatever the occasion had been. I am un-
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