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PORTRAINT OF PU SONGLING

Pu Songling (1640-1715>,also known as Liuxian
and lJianchen, was a famous man of Letters of the
17th century. The Lay Buddhist of Willow Spring
was a literary name he gave himself.

Strange Tales of Liaozhai is his literary master-
piece. “Fragrant Jade"and “The Taoist Priest of Lao-
shan” are two of the stories he wrote during his stay
in the Lower Purity Temple.
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THE TAOIST PRIEST OF LAOSHAN
| (Abridged)

A pampered young man named Wang Wi came to Mount
Laoshan with the intention of finding an immortal and
learn the Taoist magic art. A Taoist priest took him as
his disciple. Every day his master sent him and the other
disciples to cut firewood but did not teach him any magic
art. A month passed and his hands were covered with
thick calluses. As he thought he had learned nothing




was willing to marry him. They composed poems together
and recited them to each other. They fell deeply in love.
Sometimes, Scarlet Snow also came and the three spent
many pleasant hours together.

One night, Fragrant Jade came and told him in tears
that disaster was about to befall on her and they would
never see each other again. Huang asked her what had
happened, but she cried bitterly without answering him.
The following day, a man named Lan from Jimo came to
the temple for sightseeing, dug up a white peony and took
it away. Huang realized that Fragrant Jade was acwally a
peony fairy. His heart broke. Every day he came to the hole
in the ground where the white peony had been to mourn
the flower,and he composed fifty poems lamenting the fate
of the peony. Scarlet Snow also came to mourn. They two
also became good friends.

In the twelfth month, Huang returned hom for the New
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to teach him the small trick of walking through the wall,so
that he would not have suffered for two months in vain.
The priest taught him the spell and bade him to try it on
the spot. The spell worked. “You must be honest at heart.
If you entertain any evil thought, the spell won’t work, ”
the priest warned him. Without paying any attention to
what the priest said, he walked happily down the mountain.

On his return, Wang boasted to his wife that he had
met an immortal on Laoshan and learnt a magic trick. His
wife refused to believe. He recited the spell and ran at
the wall. He banged his head against it and collapsed
on the ground. His wife, helping him to his feet, saw
big bump the size of an egg swelling up on his forehead.
It was so painful that he cursed the priest for having
cheated him.
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Huang, a young scholar from Jiaozhou, rented a room
in the Lower Purity Temple at the foot of Mount Laoshan
where he could have a quiet place to read. One day he
saw two young maidens, one dressed in white and the other
in red, strolling among the flowers in the yard. He was
very surprised at first. But after he had seen them
several times, he began to like them. He wrote poems
to express his feelings and recited them. Before long,
the maiden dressed in white came and spoke to him.
She said that her name was Fragrant Jade and the one
in red dress was named Scarlet Snow. They were two sisters
imprisoned by a priest in the garden for many years. She
told him that she thought he was a fine scholar and she
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despite the hardships he had suffered, he began to think
of leaving and returning to his comfortable life at home.
But one evening he found two guests drinking with his
master. His master cut a piece of paper in a round shape
and stuck it up on the wall.- It soon became a bright
full moon. One of the guests threw a chopstiek at the
moon and the chopstick became a beautiful lady, who
descended from the moon and performed singing and dancing.
Wang Qi was so impressed by this magic art that he
changed his mind about going home.

He stayed for another month, but his master still ,
did not teach him any magic art. Unable to bear the
hardships any longer, he made up his mind to leave. As
he had seen his master walking through the wall without
opening the door, he begged his teacher before parting




year. One night he dreamt of Scarlet Snow who told him
that her life was in danger and asked him to save her.He
rushed to the Lower Purity Temple and saw that the
priests there were building a house and were about to cut
down a honeysuckle. Huang immediately knew that the flower
was Scarlet Snow. He hurriedly stopped the priests. On that
night, Scarlet Snow came and thanked him. Together they
went to Fragrant Jade’s hole to mourn her.

The man Lan from Jimo planted the white peony in his
back garden. But it withered and died. Fragrant Jade’s ghost
came to see Huang and told him to water the hole every
day. Before long, a new peony shoot appeared. He took
good care of it, and the new peony grew tall and luxu-
riant. In the fourth month, a big flower the size of a
plate bloomed. From this flower emerged Fragrant Jade.
The couple loved each other more than before. Their good
friend Scarlet Snow was also as happy as in the past.
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