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Water-and-Land Service and Painting for
Water-and-Land Service

Painting for water-and-land service is the picture of a Buddha worshiped
while holding water-and-land service in Buddhism. Water-and-land ser-
vice is a grand ceremony for delivering soul from hell in Buddhism.

In fact, water-and-land service was a creation of Chinese Buddhism.
According to the legend, the earliest water-and-land service was held in
the South and North dynasty by emperor Liang Wudi. Liang Wudi in-
spired in his dream by Buddhist monk, after he waked up and persuaded
by a respected monk Baozhi. The water-and-land service was ﬁrstl)'f held
in Jinshan Temple in 505 through studied the documents and created
ceremony words. This legend was extended widely, however was not
the truth, it was only created by the later people. There were no evidence
materials to show such services were held before the Sui dynasty.

There were evidences to show that beginning of the water-and-land
service was about in the late Tang dynasty. According to documents, in
the late Tang dynasty (881-885), painter Zhang Nanben drew more than
120 paintings for water-and-land service in Baoli Temple in Chengdu
city. This was the earliest document for paintings of water-and-land
service.

In documents of Dunhuang, recording materials about water-and-land
service were found. These materials showed that water-and-land service
had formed before the Song dynasty. Water-and-land service was very
prosper in the Song dynasty.

The contents of painting for water-and-land service were very rich
with various gods in Buddhism, Daoism, among the people, and even
all the gods from different religions, human world and ghosts in hell,
bachelor, agriculture, industry, business, people in various trades, Bud-

dhism story, origin of water-and-land service.




There was no rigid rule for quantity of the paintings in one service, the
number of paintings ranged from ten to one or two hundreds. There
were 150 pictures in one woodcut, called “Picture album of gods and
ghosts in water-and-land service” in the Ming dynasty, collected in Na-
tional Library of China. There were 139 pictures for one water-and-land
service in Baoning Temple in Shanxi.

On the technique aspect, most of the paintings were made with fine
brushwork and close attention to detail and with heavy color, only a few
of them with thick brushwork and light ink. The paintings were very
colorful in style, some were very fine and colorful, some were beautiful
and skillful, some combined the styles of closing attention to detail and
abstract.

In order to help readers studying the works from the aspects of culture
relics and arts conveniently, this volume arranging the works according
to the time sequence and the works are also grouped in category.
However, this order is only a research comment and not the real fact
because there is not record on many paintings for water and land service,

the actual painted time was unknown.
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Paintings for Water-and-Land
Service in the Ming Dynasty
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Paintings for water-and-land service in the Ming dynasty were inherited from the
great achievements of figure paintings for Buddhism and Daoism in the Tang and
Song dynasties, showing the trend of common customs, so the figure’s images were
amiable and easy of approach with bright-colored and beautiful. In the technical
aspect, different types were used, the first one was traditional Chinese realistic
painting characterized by the fine brushwork and close attention to detail with heavy
color, the works were very fine and beautiful, the second one was realistic painting

with some free sketch, the works were insipid.
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Vairocana Buddha (a section)
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