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BRIDGE

Chinese Language Course for Foreigners
PREFACE

“ Bridge™ is a set of Chinese language course dedicated to
foreigners working in China. It consists of three parts:“ EASY
TO LEARN" ,“ CLIMBING STEP BY STEP” and “ NEW
PRACTICE".

There are so far about a hundred kinds of Chinese teaching
materials published for foreigners. However they are all compiled
for foreign students who major in the Chinese language in their
studies. As a matter of fact, there are large numbers of foreign
friends outside the campus assiduously studying the Chinese lan-
guage. Most of them hold posts in the diplomatic missions, or in
the circles of trade and economy, press, culture and
education, or of science and technology. They live in
China, have frequent contacts with relevant Chinese departments
or work together with Chinese colleagues. Apparently both work
and life make it necessary for them to know some Chinese. How-
ever it is almost impossible for them to drop work and go to a
full-time Chinese language school. Therefore, they always try to
find time to study the language either at home or in a group un-
der the instruction of Chinese teachers.

The Beijing Chinese Langnage Teaching Centre for Diplo-
matic Personnel is an institution committed to the Chinese Ian-
guage teaching for diplomats in Beijing. Since 1950s, especially



in the past ten years or so, great progress has been made in teach.
mg and research with steady extension and wider range of their
teaching services, and “ Bridge” is a good reflection in this
respect. Taking into consideration of the needs of other office
workers in Beijing, certain contents have been added to the orig-
inal texts, and thus“Bridge” has extended and become a Chinese
language course material suitable to ali foreigners working in
China and other foreign friends abroad.

In this set of Chinese language course,“EASY TO LEARN”
is an elementary spoken Chinese textbook with conversational
expressions of everyday life and work, and it presents only the
Pinyin (the alphabetic system of writing) of the Chinese charac-
ters instead of the chartacters themselves. “ CLIMBING STEP
BY STEP” is an elementary Chinese textbook with characters,
Pinyin and English translation, and it covers a vocabulary which
Is practical, moves up step by step from easier language points to
more complicated and difficult ones with plenty of repeated ap-
plication of the new words and expressions. This volume applies
to all foreigners who plan to study the language systematicaily.
“NEW PRACTICE"is a follow—up material of the second vol-
ume with a view enabling our readers to further improve their
Chinese standard.

In view of the special needs and actual conditions of our
readers we have laid special emphasis on the practical situational
application of the language in addition to the general rules of
Chinese language studies and this is reflected in the following as-
pects:

1.The language points in this textbook are clouely related to



We sincerely wish that “ Bridge” will bring convenience to
our foreign friends in their life and work, and we earnestly hope
that “Bridge” will help build up a language bridge for the promo-
tion of relations between China and other countries.

Beijing Chinese Language Teaching Centre
For Diplomatic Personnel
October, 1989
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EASY TO LEARN

Author’s Notes

The book “EASY TO LEARN”is dedicated to learners of
elementary spoken Chinese in the diplomatic community in
China, as well as to foreign journalists, businessmen, other
short—term visitors and foreigners who are interested in learning
the Chinese language. To make it easier for our learners to apply
what they learn, we tried to include as much as possible materials
with regard to the everyday life and social activities of diplomats
and other foreigners in China. The iexts are extremely practical
and presented in the form of situational dialogues characterized
by concise Chinse sentence patterns.

Divided into 2 volumes, this textbook consists of 40 lessons
with a vocabulary of about 1,000 words.

In view of the fuct that the Chinese churuacters themslves are
not in the form of the alphabetic system of writing and in consid-
eration of their complexity, this textbook presenls only the
Pinyin (the alphabetic system of writing ) of the Chinese charac-
ters instead of the characters themselves so as to enable (he
learners to concentrate their attention on listening comprehension
and oral training. The Chinese illustrations are only for
reference.

Brief notes are given to explain certain difficult language
points in the Chinese version as well as the differences and simi-



larities between the Chinese and English languages. Model sen-
tences and exercises are provided to help our learners understand
and master what they learn.

To make their review and self—study ecasier. an accom-
panying set of cassette recordings are also available for our
learners.

This textbook had been used on a trial—basis before 1ts pub-
lication. Learners are expected to learn about 1,000 words with-
in 100 lesson periods, which are adequate for simple social con-
versations in Chinese and will at the same time lay a good foun-
dation for further study of the Chinese langaage. On the com-
pletion of this primary iraining course, our learners will find it
much easier to learn the Chinese characters in the light of their
regular patterns.

We sincerely hiope 1o receive comments and suggestions from

users of this textbook so that we can make further improvemenis
in the future.



Phonetic Symbeols of the Chinese Language «»-«-- - v ormvereervee oo
About the Four Tones in the Standard Chinese Pronunciation -
Lesson 1 -

Text

Notes

Lesson 2
Text

Notes

Contents

Ni Hdo!
Hello!

(1) Ni hdo.

(2) Lixidnsheng

(3) Ni hdo ma?

(4) W& hén hdo.

(5) W& hén hdo, nine?

Ta Shi Shéi?
Who Is He?

(1) Zhé shi wo girén.

(2) Ni héo!

(3) Ta shi shéi?

(4) Ta shi Shimisi, wd de péngyou.
(5) Nin gui xing?

(6) Duibuqi.
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Text

Notes

Lesson 4
Text

Notes

Lesson 5§
Text

Notes

Lesson 6 - -

Text

Notes
—— 2 R

Ta Shi Na Gud Rén?
What's His Nationlity ?

(1) Na wei xidnsheng shi shéi?
(2) Tashind gud rén?
(3) Qing weén,

(4) W& hui shud yididnr.

Jintian Ji Hdo?
What's the Daie Today?

(1) Ta mingtidn 1di.
(2) Hailim xingqi ji 14i?
(3} Ni mdng bu mdng?

4y O, nide shengri shi qiyué lit hdo.

Xidanzai Ji Didn?
What Time Is It Now?

(1) Badidn wi fen.

(2) Buldng xignsheng hé furen xiawd 1ai
ma? o

(3) Nimen zhongwt bu xigxi ma?

(4) Tachd yi ke ba didn 14i.

W0 Qu Kan Péngyou.
1 Go to See A Friend.
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(1) Y1 didin bem le.

(2) W4 gaizdu le.

(3) Ni he kafzi haishi he cha?
(4) ng wén ta hﬁo

I’esso“‘? TETTET) M Ade dd sammdm mms bmm e 78
Text WO Xléng Xuexi Hdnyu
I Want to Study Chinese,
Notes

(1) Nixingqi ji you keé?
(2) Wo xinggi’ér, si yéuke.

(3) xingqi'ér \
(4) Houtian yé ye bu neng sh(‘mg ke. €;,
Text Ni Méi Tian Ji Didn Shdng Ban? \
At What Time Do You Go 10 Work Every Day?
Notes
(1) Nimen chdng kan didnshi ma?
(2) Wiémen dou ting.
(%) dg wéngqlu
Text Wo Qu Mdi DOng)u
i Am Going Shopping.
Notes
(1) Ji_ge?

(2) Lidng kudi wi mao liti (fen) yi gongjin.
(4) NI qu nar?
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Review
Lesson 11
Text

Notes

Lesson 12 -

Text

Notes

Lesson 13 -

Text

Notes

Lesson 14 -

Text
R 4 -
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W& Qi Kan Bing.
I’'m Going to See A Doctor.
(1) Nizénme le?
(2) (Nin) qu yiyudn le ma?
(3) Nin ydo zhuyi shanti.
(4) Bié wtmg le chi ydo
.e 134

ang Wén, Qu Tidn’anmén Zénme Zéu"
Could You Tell Me How to Get to
Tian An Men, Please?

(1) Yizhi zbu.
(2) Shi fenzhong jiu ddo le.
(3) Li zhér yuén ma?
. aev rua 145
Buldng Xnanshcng, Nin de Dianhué.
Mr. Brown, A Call for You.

(1) Wei, shi feijichdng ma?
(2) Déng yixiar.

(3) Qing yudnliang,

(4) ang td hui didnhud.

Beumg de TlCInql Hdo ma?



Notes

Lesson 15 -

Text

Notes

Lesson 16 -

Text

Notes

Lesson 17 -

Text

Notes

How Is the Weather in Beijing?

(1) Nildi Béijing dugiid le?

(2) Mingtian tidngi zénmeydng ?

(3) Qi-—bo yué chdngchdng Xidl yu
TR 168

Tamen Bangzhu Wo Zud Jiawd Shi.

They Help Me Do My Housework.

(1) Zhé jijidn yifu qing ni xi yi xI.
(2) Tangtang ba.

(3) Zheéigeé diandeng hudi le.

(4) Ldo Zhang,

Nimen Shlgut‘ln de Hudn] ing Bucud.

Your Embassy Is Pretty.

(1) W& cong Bali ldi.

(2) Nimen shigudn li Chdngchéng Fandidn
hén jin, shi ma?

(3) ldo péngyou

(4) ang xian ddo kéting XiOxi xi0xi.

- 195
Shlguén Houtidn Yt‘.’)u Zhaoddaihui.

The Embassy Will Have A Reception the
Day After Tomorrow.

(1) Qing ni ba dd kéting buzhi yixiar.
J— 5 J—



(2) Za1 bdi ji pén hdo huar.
3) Césuo de mL‘m}m hudn le ma?
Lesson 18 erere e
Text W Géi Nimen Jigshao Yixidr.
Let Me Introduce You.

= 205

Notes
(1) W& géi nimen jiéshao yixiar.
(2) Duibuqgi, wd qu  yixiar.

-(3) Nin shi shénme shihou huilai de?
Lessﬂﬂ 19 T . N T T 218

Text Ni Jig You Ji Kéu Rén?
How Many People Are There in Your Family?

Notes
{1} Nishi ndr de rén?
{2) Ni de haizi ddu ji sui le?
(3) ng ni chi tdng
Review
Vocabulary L T T T I N K. 3



