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Wilt thou yet take all, Galilean? but these thou
shalt not take,

The laurel, the palms and the paean, the breasts
of the nymphs in the brake;

Breasts more soft than a dove’s, that tremble with
tenderer breath;

And all the wings of the Loves, and all the joy
before death;

All the feet of the hours that sound as a single
lyre,

Dropped and deep in the dowers, with strings
that flicker like fire.

—Swinburne, Hymn to Proserpine,
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“A convent and self-quenching; —cloisters would seem to me like holy dew.

But that would be sleep, and I feel the powers of life.”
~—George Meredith, Diana of the Crossways, Chap. VIL
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ERRRENESRE TEREN NERERESE
Auf deinen Lippen selbst erkaltet
Der Liebe Kuss, und in der IFreude Schwung
Ergreift divh die Versteinerung.

—Schiller, Poesie des lebens.
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How beautiful is all this visible world
How glorious is its action and itself]
But we, who name ourselves its sovereigns, we,
Half dust, half deity, alike unfit
To sink or soar, with our mix’d essence make
A conflict of its elements, and breathe
The breath of degradation and of pride,
Contending with low wants and lofty will,
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