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Preface

THIS little book of stories hsa been written for childern,as an
introduction to the greatest and most wondeful story-book in the
world.The subjects chosen for treatment are moostly those in which
childern are themselves the central figures. The tales are hardly more
than outlines,for the old makers of the Bible wrote pithily,and wasted
no words;but an effort has been made to picture the setting,to show the
children of long ago among the birds and flowers of Canaan,or on camel-
back passing down the desert road to Shur.For these children were real
children; little Isaac must have eaten honey made by the wild bees of
Judea; Ishmael,who grew up to be an archer in the wilderness,very likely
took pretended childish aim at the kestrels overhead; and Samuel quite
certainly measured hia yearly growth of inches by the fit of the little
coats hia mother so regularly made.

Last and best of all,we have the stories of the Christ-child,and of the
children whom,when He grew up, He loved and blessed. Of all the
moving episodes of the New Testament,perhaps the raising of Jairus
daughter stirs child-readers most — the little girl who came back from

Paradise to her home by the Sea of Galilee,where the wild flowers
bloom.
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