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Synopsis

This dissertation makes a detailed and whole study
to the novels of "bildungsroman" from 1949 to 1999. In
the two periods of 1949-1976 and 1977-1999, a great
deal of bildungsromans with different characteristics
came forth, and they provide the Chinese contemporary
literature with value ideals, varied spiritual knowledge of
experience and a rich legacy of ideology. Generally
speaking, the cultural meaning contained in these novels
has relations with the basic ethic principles and spiritual
origin of the epoch on the historical aspect; on the logi-
cal aspect, it is an enigma of "subject” coming into be-
ing. .
There are five chapters in this dissertation. Chapter
one elaborates the narrative forms of bildungsromans
from 1949 to 1976, and finding the following features:
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common ideal of personality("new man"), clerical teach-
ing of unified views about life and world ("Spiritual fa-
ther") , hard devotion to the purification of innerworld
("moral directed to inner heart"), and the final generation
of spiritual essence("naming ceremony"). These features
reflect the aim, motivation, course and result of growth.

Chapter two discusses the forming background of
these novels. There are three factors which help bil-
dungsromans develop, they are the imagination before
the arising of "new" public domain, demanding of the
historic and moral scenes, and struggling for the power
of reigning the basic principles of social ethics. It is
these factors that contribute to the basic narrative gram-
mar and unique value ideals.

Chapter three particularly analyzes the bildungsro-
mans about "rewriting the revolutionary era", such as the
literature of intellectual youth and several novels by
Wang Meng and Zhang Kangkang. They tried to "redis-
cover" the living world and the truth of the protagonist,
and show some changing and ironic information about
spiritual field. To me, there is some hidden narrative
techniques behind the "truth", that is, to imagine China
in " a new era".

Chapter four focuses on the narrative ideology of
bildungsromans in the years from 1977 to 1999, and e-



laborates the narrative patterns of these novels. The aim
of the protagonist to grow up is to achieve the "individu-
ality” in the Kierkegaard” s sense of the word. The fa-
ther in his family is considered as the obstacle to be
overcome, then becomes the object of his rebellion. As a
result, he is entangled in his own desire, which he can
do nothing to overcome but give in to the routine of life.

Chapter five further explores the background of the
formation of bildungsromans in the years between 1977
and 1999, and concludes that their roots lie in the
modernity of China after its reform. The panorama of the
life in China in the "new era" and the nineties with its
regional division shows that the fanciful experiment of
organizing society through integrated moral appeal has
lost its legitimate foundation. The idea of multi—value
with its conflicting multi —-meanings leads to the con-
struction of the value of life through the practical reason
of this world. In the writer” s view, if a world without a
transcendental dimension (or disenchantment) can” t
bring us a justifiable personality, then the "development"
in its modernist sense has not much positive significance
either. Furthermore, the unprecedental difficulties result
from weakness in the structure of the idea of the mod-
ernist culture itself.

The conclusion comes from the dialectical reasoning



of "the generative mechanism of the subject”. It intends
to disclose how these novels with their narrative art suc-
cessfully transform "the individual" to "a subject”. The
conclusion that we draws here is that although the hero
cannot escape from his fate of being a subject, the fact
of becoming "an individual subject” is superior to that of
becoming "a collective subject” in value. This criterion
can be applied in our estimation of the works of fiction.
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