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Dialogues

Dialogue 1

Long Time No See

It’s July in San Francisco; Sophia and Henry are with their son, Richard,
and his girlfriend Ying Xu. They have all taken a vacation from the hectic life of
Shanghai, to go to Isabel’s (or Izzy as she is known by her family) graduation
from Berkeley University .

Sophia and Henry are at a graduation party outside on the university lawn
surrounded by university professors and students in gowns, and other parents.
They are feeling a little awkward at such a formal occasion, as all parents and
students do.

Sophia:

Henry .
Sophia:
Henry:

Oh, isn’t this so exciting, Henry, our daughter is finally graduating
from college. It’s the end of student life for our youngest. No more
long hours of studying for exams. No more reading long sophisticated
essays that you only half understand and have no interest at all. No
more spending all night writing essays and sleeping in lectures the
next day. Remember when we were at Berkeley, Henry, the 1970’s
were an exciting time; Richard Nixon and the Watergate scandal; the
gas crisis; the open air rock concerts; the Rolling Stones; the flares.
It was a terrible time for fashion; | can’t believe it’s coming back . ..
Henry? Are you listening to me?

Mm? Oh, sorry darling, what were you saying?

(a little annoyed) Nothing. What are you looking at?

I think | see an old friend of ours. Do you remember Bill Freidmann
from Berkeley?
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Sophia:

Bill.

Henry:
Bill.

Henry.
Bill .

Sophia:

Bill .

Sophia:

Bill.
Henry .

Sophia:

Henry.
Bill .
Henry.

Sophia:

Bill.

Sophia:

Oh really? Where? Yes, | see him.

(She starts waving and jumping at a man on the other side of the
crowd. He recognizes her and makes his way through the crowd.)
Bill! How’ve you been?

Sophia! Wow, long time no see! Where have you been hiding
yourself? ( They hug.) Henry, you old son of a gun! (Henry and Bill
give each other a firm handshake and hug slapping each other on the
back.)

How long has it been? Twenty, or twenty-five years?

Too long. You've put on a few pounds there, bud. (taping his round
stomach)

Well, you know, Chinese food is too good to resist.

Yeh, | heard you moved out to China.

Yep, Henry works for a computer company there.

What about you, Sophia? Still as stunning as ever!

Oh, Bill, you flattered me! | work for a travel agency in Shanghai.

| hear it’s quite tough out in China.

Oh no, especially in Shanghai. Why do you think we’ve lived there for
seven years?

(pointing to Henry’s rotund belly) And how do you think he got this?
It’s like sleeping next to a beached whale! (laughing)

(mockingly insulted) Oh, thank you Sophia!

So, do you have a child graduating today?

Yes, our daughter Isabel White. She’s graduating with a BA in
International Relations.

(big proud grin) First class honors; top of her class.

Well, congratulations. Actually | am not surprised, considering who
her parents are.

You're so kind.
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Dialogue 2

| Couldn't Help Overhearing

Richard and Ying Xu are standing on the other side of the crowd looking at

the crowd.

Ying Xu:
Richard:
Ying Xu:
Richard.

Ying Xu;

Richard.

Richard.
John.
Richard.
John.

Richard.

Westerners do like to dress up, don’t they?

Well, it is a special occasion.

But they are all dressed up like movie stars at the Oscars.

Or you could say that movie stars at the Oscars are dressed up like
students at a graduation garden party. This sort of tradition goes back
centuries.

( She points to a woman with a short cocktail dress.) Look at that
dress, terrible!

Don’t say that too loudly. You don’t want people to hear you criticize
their dress sense. (with a sense of pride) We should behave
ourselves. Izzy has been working very hard for this, even harder than
a Chinese student. We haven’t seen much of her in the past four
years. Even when we moved to Shanghai seven years ago, she
wanted to stay in San Francisco with our aunt to complete high
school. She would join us every vacation. But when she went to
Berkeley, she would use her vacation time to earn money for her
tuition. (Richard looks around and overhears a conversation where
Isabel’ s name is mentioned. )

Er, excuse me, sorry to interrupt, but | couldn’t help overhearing.
Did you say you knew isabel White?

Yes, I'm her classmate. Why?

I'm her brother, Richard White.

Oh, well, congratulations, you must be very pleased! (He shakes
Richard’s hand.)

Oh, thanks. (Senses that the congratulations given were a bit too
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John:

Ying Xu:

John:

Ying Xu:

John.

Ying Xu:

John.

Ying Xu:

John:
Richard.

John;
Richard,
John:
Richard.

John.

Richard.
John,

Ying Xu:

Richard.
John:

enthusiastic to be about Isabel’s graduation since the speaker is also
graduating.) This is my girlfriend Ying Xu from China. (Ying offers
him her hand first.)

(takes her hand) Nice to meet you. Er, what’s your name again?
(Smiles politely , since she can tell he won’t be able to pronounce her
name.) Ying Xu.

(He gives up trying to understand.) Right, that’s a nice name.

Your name is ... ?

MacKay, John MacKay. Just call me John.

Pleased to meet you, John.

Where do you come from?

Shanghai, China. And you?

San Diego, California. Do you live in Shanghai as well, Richard?
Yes, | moved there with my parents four years ago. | am originally
from San Francisco.

Oh, wow. So are you thinking of getting married as well?

Sorry? Who else is getting married?

Well, Isabel, of course ... didn’t you ... know that? (realizing his
mistake he gives an embarrassed laugh)

To whom? Please don’t feel embarrassed. She should have said
something herself.

Well, | mean it only happened last week. She probably wanted to
surprise you.

I didn’t even know she had a boyfriend!

Oh, really?! She’s been going out with Steven for two years now.
How long?!

Where is she?!

They were here a moment ago.
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Functional Expressions

e
?j i\j Starting a Conversation

Cold weather, isn't it?

Dreadful weather, don’t you think?

Daniel Paul, what’s your reaction to this?

Excuse me, aren’t you Peter Green?

Excuse me, but could you tell me the time?

Excuse me, didn’t we meet in Malaysia?

Excuse me, haven’t we met somewhere before?

Excuse me, is anyone sitting here?

Freezing, isn’t it?

Hi! Great show, eh?

| hope you don’t mind my asking, but haven’t we met somewhere before?
Sorry to interrupt you, is that an Indian ruby?

Sorry to trouble you, but do you happen to know when the museum
opens?

Sorry, | couldn’t help overhearing. Did you mention something about the
accident?

Uh, could you help me? I’'m looking for a parking lot.



