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#La\’s Veass,

Have you been to
an aquarium?

fRE T IKIRIEL?

Visitors at
Mandalay Bay
Shark Reef? in

i

It’s like an underwater zoo. Amazing' sea creatures?
are on display—and you don’t even have to get wet to
see them!

Most people think only about homes, or habitats, on land.
But many plants and animals live in the water. Did you know
there are more than 20,000 different kinds of fish?
Aquariums are wonderful places to learn about the
underwater creatures we so rarely? see.

Why don’t jellyfish look like fish? How often do whales
come up for air? Why do some fish swim in schools?
Think of all the interesting questions you can ask
about the underwater world.

v 4

. amazing adj.

. creature .

. rarely adv.

. Mandalay Bay Shark
Reef V.

. Las Vegas d 1 b :
6. Nevada ' PRAESA



good questions,
did you ever
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There are many reasons different fish need different habitats.

Some fish need special food. Others need a certain water

temperature. Living things in an aquarium survive! best in

habitats built to meet their needs.

1. survive v £77. ET*

Leafy sea dragon? o 2. leafy sea dragon O 5
at Monterey Bay " o _ 3. Mo ari B AAKE
Aquarium? in “ A ‘ . 10 38 2 T
Montere n




Seahorses, for example, are not strong swimmers.
They like sea grasses or weeds in their tank!. They use these
plants as anchors®. They hang on to them with their tails.

Seahorses also like to eat live? food. They feed on small
shrimp* and fish. But they can be slow eaters. In a small
aquarium tank, fast-feeding fish can take all the food before
the seahorses have a chance to eat. So it’s better to keep these
beautiful, strange-looking creatures in a special habitat of
their own.

1. tank
2. anchor ’ L REY

3. live ady

4. shrimp n

Seahorse
holding on
to a plant
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WHhy don’t jellyfish
look like fish?
%JH'ZJKEEE;EZ?EE?

Purple stripe
jellyfishl?

. blob

. see-through

. Jelly

. backbone
ocean current
. tentacle

. structure

. dangle

. fishing line

They look like blobs!' of see-through? jelly3. Are these
creatures really fish?

As a matter of fact, jellyfish aren’t fish. They don’t have a
backbone*. In fact, they have no bones at all. “Jellies” belong
to a group of underwater animals called invertebrates.

Believe it or not, there are about 200 kinds of jellyfish. Many
are tiny, but some are quite large. Since jellyfish have no
bones, they are very light. Ocean currents® easily carry these
creatures in the open seas.

Many jellyfish have tentacles®. These are long, arm-like
structures’ that dangle® from the jelly’s main body. Jellies use
tentacles as fishing lines®. For example, the sea nettle!?, a type
of jellyfish, has stinging cells!! on its tentacles. When its
tentacles touch a tiny fish, the stinging cells paralyze'? it. The
sea nettle then eats the fish.

Jellyfish don’t have lungs'3. They take in'* oxygen'® from the
water through the outer layers'® of their bodies. What an

interesting way to breathe!

" (#5#8e9) —@  10. sea nettle

adj. EBERy 11, stinging cell

. Bolky  12. paralyze v,

n. #8. &1 13 lung .
s 14.takein

n. gazm 15. oxygen n.
" w4y 16. layer .

V. 42 17. purple stripe jellyfish
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Speaking of
£\ breathing,
et ek B did you ever
- k| wonder. ..
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" A fleet?® of golden,

I;pg-tenfacled jellyfish
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MARINE MAMMALS 5% 5sz:=m o,‘. Q‘

They swim underwater ... but they can’t stay down
too long. Whales need air to breathe.

All whales are mammals. This means that they must come to
the surface of the water to breathe air. A whale breathes
Orca® through the blowhole! on top of its head.

One type of whale you might see at an aquarium is the
beluga? whale. A beluga can hold its breath?® for up to 20
utes on a dive*. Usually, however, a beluga comes up to

2. beluga n 5 =L
3. hold one’'s breath RE
4. dive n " # 7K
5. Shedd Aquarium Bk e (R

6. Chicago
7. linois
8. orca

whales, the belugas in Chncago are stm pretty b|g
The largest one is about 4 meters (about 13 feet)
long and weighs more than 900 kilograms (about
1,982 pounds).



A humpback 5
whale? in Antarctica® (FHl
spouts* air from its
blowhole.

Beluga whales make many sounds. They

send these sounds out through their

blowholes. The beluga whales at the Shedd
Aquarium are good at copying what they

hear. They can make noises that sound just like
the breathing sounds that scuba divers' make!

1. scuba diver K Hifi B9 78 K R
2. humpback whale

Speaking of
divers, did you
ever wonder...




AQUARIUM CARETAKERS XkixiEfEFA

Who takes care of

the aquarium?
HEREEIKIEIE?

[t takes many people to keep an aquarium going. The people

who work directly with the animals are called aquarists'.
They are usually responsible? for feeding the animals. Most
aquarists know how to scuba dive. They often put on wet
suits? and dive into a tank to feed fish by hand.

1. aquarist
2. responsible )
% 3 wet suit
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Feeding fish in the Kelp Forest* at
California’s Monterey Bay Aquarium




Many people volunteer! at aquariums. This
means that they work for free. Volunteers
can prepare food for the animals. They also
might help visitors find their way around.

One of the most important jobs at the

aquarium is done by the veterinarian?, or

animal doctor. It’s not an easy job. Patients at the
aquarium can’t tell the doctor where they hurt or

how they feel. The veterinarian has to observe? the
animal. If it’s not eating or is behaving strangely, it may

need help.

volunteer

2. veterinarian

3. observe
Moses smoothhound
University of Haifa

6. Israel

A scientist holds a
Moses smoothhound*
shark at the Marine
Lab at the University
of Haifa®, Israel®.

Speaking
of strange
behavior,
did you ever
wonder...



Why do some fish
swim in schools?
AT A FEEREIFEN?
)
N, It looks like there are a million of them! The fish
r-y,

swim very close to one another. Then they all seem
to turn on cuel.

Fish swim in schools, or groups, for several reasons. The
main reason is for protection. A school of fish can confuse?
an enemy. It’s hard to pick out? just one fish when so many
swim together. When they are attacked?®, most of the fish in
the school can get away’.

Schooling also makes it easier for the fish to find food. Many
eyes looking for a meal are better than just a few. When one
fish finds food, the rest can follow.

A school of;
bar soldier®



