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Compilers Note

Chinese Characters VWorkbook is a companion to the first two volumes of
MODERN CHINESE—Beginner’s Course. It consists of two parts, the first of
which includes: Notes on Chinese charactérs, Table of nc¢w characters, Reading
practice and Exercises and the second part deals with the writing of characters:
tracing and copying. Here is a brief description of each section in the first part.

1, Notes oa Chinese characters: Chinese characters constitute a major difficulty
for foreigners in learning Chinese. In our opinion, the task of character teaching is
none other than to provide learners with help to overcome this difficulty. To
achieve this end, we should not only teach the learner how to imitate the strokes,
but also help them know the structure and rules of writing. That is to say, the
learner should know “what” as well as “how and why”, so that they can learn and
grasp characters on the basis of understanding. In this section, we have explained,
after a brief introduction to characters in general, the way to write the strokes, the
order of writing the strokes in a character, the different structures and the components

‘of characters. In the later lessons, the way to consult a Chinese dictionary ac-
cording to the strokes and Radicals.

It is our hope that this section will be of some help for the learner to master
the writing rules and to recognize and read characters.

2, Table of new characters: In this scction, each entry is given along with
the order of strokes in writing them. The characters in this book are arranged
with the principle that the singls-component characters are taught before the
compound ones. Some commonly used characters are taught in later stage only
because they are complicated. Those which are both complicated and uncommonly
used are not taught.

3. Reading practice: There are usually two subsections: 1) phrases and
sentences illustrating3the usage of some words and constructions, and 2) passages
and stories.



4, Exercises: This section aims at helping the learner have a better command
of the rules in writing characters, get more familiar with the different SIDES and
discriminate characters that are easily confused in form and those with the same

pronunciation.

COMPILERS
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4 — P Lesson 1

—. N5250iR Notes on Chinese characters:
1. MBS #IE  The construction of Chinese characters:

REEHIEKIENBITXF, EREZTSEMHET,

WM TR, FUBRERALHRE"., “HREFARTHEXF. BEXFLE
B - B B BT R, 5 S MR B AR S 2 BB R

REMEEAZ, =4, BEEAHRAND, HbEEADS X/ \MZEEIRAE
ki, T FELEBHBETHETANEE, EBW—%, FEH—2Z, 7 —EhiE.
FRLAER T RAZ MBI, BRRFHRAEET . ‘

MW ER, WFEX AUy gk me ke mfh, AENFHEESAMRRE,
Aupsy s, xFrEnpEchs T, HREKXZSBNFRMEARBEALL LN S 4 8 oA
By, XFPsknli s ks . ARAEFHEWRL, WEmSE GBE . TRLEHRS

Gy RESENTFRIXR.

ML I, N2 EErER, FEXEHANEHENEERERA Y.

Chinese characters which are now in current use, have a history of over 32 )00
years. They are also known as “square characters” because they are square-shaped.

Different from the alphabetic script which is spelled out in letters, Chinese
characters are written in various strokes.

Out of the 30 odd strokes, only 8 are basic ones and all the others are their
variants. The strokes in a character are written according to some fixed rules. Once
the basic strokes and the rules of stroke-order are grasped, the writing of characters
will become easy.

Sructurally characters are divided into two categories: the single-component
ones and the compound ones. In the single-component characters, the strokes are
written or arragned as a compact integral, but most of the characters are compound
ones which are composed of two or more components or SIDES. Some of the SIDES
are used as RADICALS in Chinese dictionaries. So it is of key importance to know
the SIDES or RADICALS before you learn how to consult a Chinese dictionary.

It can be seen that there are rules for the construction of characters and it is



helpful to master these rules in learning how to read and write characters.

2, NEHEE (—) Strokes (1):
H:A L E Basic strokes:

— (o) B heng BREEMEMAZY, FERMALARLS.
The horizontal stroke is written from left to right and it
can not be written otherwise.
o W) W opi ZENEG EWMETEY, WMRBETRALES, wED—FhE
BT,
The down stroke to the left is written from top-right to
bottom-left. If it is written from bottom-left to the top-right,
it becomes another stroke. (See Lesson 3,)
NN #Eon ZENE ERMATZES, AL T A LB3),
The down stroke to the right is writted from top-left to
bottom-right. It can not be written otherwise.
oo Aodian A ERAT GRET) B,

The dot is written from top to bottom-right (or to bottom-

A}

left).

=. &3 Table of new characters:

1 — ——
- - -

2 —_ —
= - - =

3 = — -

4 > ~ > > 3y
VA / VAl

s x| —F %

» A& Read the following:

—, =, =, 7‘<’ /\9 j(

PO, 45> Exercises:



1. B£E., Write the strokes:

2. WMBYHEEHNE. Give the characters for the following words:

I ( '/.’\ ) & ( e )
ba ( AN ) yT ( o )

san (= ) R G N



B . iR Lesson 2

—. NE40iR Notes on Chinese characters:
WEREE (=) Strokes (2):
HA%Zm Basic strokes:

| i) & shd

() ¥ gou

ZEMNLATES, RAEMT R ESEH,

The vertical stroke is written from top downward and can
not be otherwise.

HIEBDIKLUE, HRB—4Nh, RAERRGLEES, Xt
BT =AM, XHEEA:

Some strokes have a hook. The hook is written by a quick
lifting of the pen (or Chinese brush). Following are strokes
with hooks:

—

gl The horizontal with ahook

l 2255 The vertical with a hook

) Bk a bending stroke with a hook
\ e a slant stroke with a hook
w 4 level bending with a hook

=. 4535 Table of new characters:

1)

1| AR

nl (4 # ,I’ ﬁ' ﬁ'() & you (archaic)
| g LA
i NN ¢ oL 1Y) xTn heart

3 | 4F

(L !( ’k‘) nll female

v
hao

(” 3, ‘5") z] person




=, 1Ai% Read the following:

R4t w i

PO, 4> Exercises:
1. B&HE: Write the strokes:

N I

2., 4 TFHINFEE. Transcribe the following characters:
DRCNT D
2) # ( nin )
D ¥ C hao >

3. BEHGRETIEEHNFGEME:

Give characters containing the following strokes (optional):

D Ny
2) —,
3 ] .
9 7
5 T,
6 ]

7) o e
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R Lesson 3

—. XFHiR: Notes on Chinese characters:

WL E (=) Strokes (3):
A%\ Basic strokes:
- () #® ti

T ) 3 zhe

B4A%m Combined strokes:

‘] KTy héngzhégéu
) g 2y shiwangdu
7 B héngpi&

ENET A LiBFh.

The upward stroke to the right is wtitter‘l from
bottom-left to top-right. _
BB, AARFTATER, REBE, ATHE
RASHK. XREEHE—EERK.

Strokes with a turn: 1) the horizontal with a
downward turn; 2) the vertical with a horizontal

turn to the right.

The horizontal stroke with a downward turn
and a hook

The vertical stroke with a right turn and a
hook.

The horizontal stroke combined with a down

stroke to the left.

Z. &= Table of new characters:

LR |- =+ 5 K &K
2| A | T T % A
34@,'f

B (7 & &)




*
2
5 | 41 —»{

ne T m

=. {Aif Read the following:
(—)
Prii) M fib i) b A7)
(=)
A PRATTEF
o AR (REFD

M., 4> Exercises:
1. BEE,. Write the strokes:

2. IRBHETZTBENF. Give the charactes for the following words:
1) tamen AW (5 U
2) women (4% M )
3) nIimen ( 4’{(’./;;\”] )
4) nfn hdo ( 4/‘[’ bEs )

5. H—-WRFHILE, ‘WRHF=AHR, THHEMG?

Count and tell how many strokes there are in F. Are all the three slant

strokes down strokes to the left?



