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Unit 17

Warm-up Questions:
1. Have you ever been to a railway station? Did you go there to see somebody off or to
meet somebody?
2. What did you notice there?
3. What is a ticket office? And what is a left-luggage office?

Text A

The Railway Station

Here we are at the station from which Jane and Bob are going to Switzerland. ! None of
the students are here yet, so we can look round the station and watch the busy life that is go-
ing on. There are a lot of platforms from which trains come in and go out. Jane’s train goes
from platform 2, so let us walk in that direction. Here’s the ticket office where you can buy
a ticket for your journey. Let’s listen to that man buying a ticket.

Man: I want a ticket to Brighton, please, secondclass. 2

Booking Clerk: Single or return??

Man: Return, please.



Booking Clerk: Second, return, Brighton; one pound twenty pence, please. (The man
gives him two pounds. ) Eighty pence change, thank you.

Man: Could you tell me what time the next train goes?

Booking Clerk: 8: 55, platform 12. If you hurry you'll just catch it.

Man: Thanks. (He hurries away. )

We'll have a look at the waiting-room and see if Bob and Jane or other students are
there. No, they haven't come yet. We’ll walk to the bookstall and get a morning paper.

The porters are very busy carrying luggage to the train or pushing it on their trucks.
They are taking those trunks and suitcases to the luggage van. Look at the labels on them—
PARIS, BRUSSELS.* Quite a lot of people are going abroad for Christmas. There’s a
through train® to Paris; it’s due out at 8: 50; the signals are already green. Those porters
will have to hurry to get that luggage into the luggage van before it starts.

Here’s a train that has just come in, with crowds of people getting off it. It has had a
long journey. Those are sleeping-cars in the front of the train. There are some soldiers com-
ing home for Christmas, and looking very happy. Those sailors on the another platform don’t
look so happy; they are going on that other train to join their ship at Chatham.® They won’t
be home for Christmas. It’s a stopping train,  not an express; it stops at five or six stations
before it gets to Chatham.

That man is the stationmaster. There’s his office next to the ticket office. There aren’t
many people in the restaurant—just a few, having breakfast—but there are rather more peo-
ple getting “light refreshments. ” Can you see them? They are drinking cups of tea or coffee,
and eating sandwiches, buns or biscuits. What’s that woman saying to the man at the left-
luggage office?

Man: Yes, madam? ,

Woman: [ want to leave some luggage here until this afternoon; is that all right?

Man: Oh, yes, madam, that will be quite all right. Is it just one bag?

Woman: No, there are these two suitcases and this trunk. My husband will call for
them with his car this afternoon.

Man: Very well, madam. What name, please?

Woman: Mrs. Hanson.

Man: Right. Here’s the ticket. That will be fifteen pence, please. (She gives him
twenty pence. ) Five pence change, thank you.

Woman: Thank you.

Here’s Jane’s train coming slowly into the platform. Ah! There’s Jane and the other
students—all except Bob. Let’s join them.

New Words & Expressions

* platform /' pletfom/ n. ¥



. direction /di ' rekfon/ n. J7[]
* clerk /klak/ n. BRB5
change /tfeindz/ n. FEk, XEIAYE
signal /'signl/ n. 185, S
bookstall/ ' buksto:l/ n. HifE, F=
* porter /' pota/ n. #iE T
* refreshment /ri’ frefment/ n. X5
* biscuit /' biskit/ n. BT+

Notes to the Text

Switzerland F§+

second class —HE#H

single or return?  HEER B IR E?
Brussels &2/ (HAIBE#HR)
through train (express train) HiAZ%E
Chatham f&ZHHL— O

stopping train {87

Exercises

Reading Comprehension

I . Answer the following questions or complete the following statements by choosing the
best alternative from A, B, C or D.

1. In what season do you think the story took place?

A. Spring. B. Summer.
C. Fall. D. Winter.
2. The writer was .
A. Jane B. Bob
C. one of the students D. the story teller
3. The writer described almost all the things happening in the train station
A. in the morning B. at noon
C. in the afternoon D. in the evening
4. The woman left altogether pieces of luggage in the office.
A 2 B. 3
C. 4 D. 5

5. When Jane’s train came slowly into the platform,



A. only Jane was there. B. only the other students were there.
C. only Bob was there. D. they were all there but Bob.

I . Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

( ) 1. The clerk at the booking office can also ask “a one-way ticket or a round-trip
ticket?” instead of “single or return?”

( ) 2. Quite a lot of people were going abroad for Christmas so the train station
seem to be quite busy.

( ) 3. There were sleeping cars in front of the train.

( ) 4. The woman told the man that her husband would pick up the luggage that
afternoon.

( ) 5. The left-luggage office doesn’t charge her for the service.
Vocabulary & Structure
I . Complete each sentence by deciding on the most appropriate word or words from the

four cholces marked A, B, C or D.
1. I hate disturbing people while the show is going

A. out B. on
C. in D. up
2. They will start on a long to the South Pole next week.
A. journey B. trip
C. visit D. travel
3. That old man happy when he heard the good news from his son.
A. seemed B. appeared
C. looked D. watched
4. When the mother goes to work, she has to the child at home.
A. stay B. leave
C. put D. take
5. He usually goes to school on his bike on rainy days.
A. besides B. except
C. despite D. expect

I . Complete each sentence by deciding on the most appropriate word or words from the
four choices marked A, B, C or D.
1. The engineers were taken to the industrial exhibition they saw many new
products.
A. that



B. which
C. what
D. where
2. This is the question about we have had so much discussion.
A. which
B. what
C. that
D. where
3. The students were busy for their exams.
A. preparing
B. prepare
C. to prepare
D. to be prepared

4. 1 saw our teacher the room a moment ago.
A. enter
B. entered

C. to enter
D. had entered
5. Would you please open the window?
A. do not
B. to
C. not
D

. not to
Translation

Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Could you tell me when Flight 273 arrives?
This is the library where you can borrow books.
My mother was busy cooking when I got home.
I’ve just dropped in to see how you are doing here.
If you don’t mind, I’ll turn off the light.

wn A~ W N

A Saying

The morning hour has gold in its mouth. BY—ZIET 4%

L

T B L L e T



Text B

Back from the Holidays

Lucy: We've been back at work now for three days.

Hob: I feel as if I had been back for three months. It seems years since the morning [
had that grand breakfast at Victoria Station.

Frieda: It’s exactly three weeks today since Christmas Day.

Jan: The best Christmas Day I have had for many years, and the first one I have spent
in anyone’s home since the day I left Poland.

Hob: How long ago was that?

Jan: I have been in England now for nearly two years.

Hob: Well, you won't have to wait for two years before you have another Christmas in
someone’s home, I'm sure. Uncle Albert will invite you to his home.

Frieda: I have already had two letters from my mother since the day we came away,
and in both of them she says she hopes Jan will come to Switzerland in the summer, not just
for a few days but for the whole holiday.

Jan: That is very kind of her. I can’t say how much I enjoyed the holiday and how
much I came looking forward to the next one.

Lucy: It’s a funny thing about holidays; no matter how long a holiday we have, I al-
ways feel I want a few days more.

Hob: Have you heard about the schoolboy who wanted a few more days’ holiday? He
phoned the teacher and said in a voice that, he hoped, sounded like his father’s:

“I regret to say that Smith is ill in bed and will not be able to return to school for three
or four days.”

“Oh,” said the teacher, “I'm sorry to hear that; who is this speaking?”

“My father, sir.”

Frieda: What did you do at Christmas, Lucy?

Lucy: I went to Paris for four or five days—1I hadn’t been to Paris since last Easter.
And then I came back to London.

Hob: I.went to France once—to Paris.

Lucy: Did you? Did you have much trouble with your French when you were there?

Hob: No, I didn’t—but the Parisians did!

Frieda; What did you do in London, Lucy?



Lucy: Oh, I went to the Opera and the theatre, and I went to three or four dances. On
Christmas Day 1 had dinner at London’s best (and I’'m afraid most expensive) restaurant. [
hadn’t been there for 12 months, not since last Christmas; I probably shan’t go again for
another 12 months. I had to write home for some more money!

Hob: Once when my money was spent I wrote to my Uncle Albert for some more. To
make a good impression, I wrote on the back of the envelope, “I did not like writing to
you—in fact, I ran after the postman and tried to get this letter back.”

Lucy: And what was his answer?

Hob: He answered: “As you were so anxious to get back your letter asking for money,
you will be pleased to know that 1 did not receive it.” However, he put a fiver in the enve-
lope.

Jan: That'’s like a friend of mine. He found that all his money was gone, so he sent this
telegram to his father:

NO MONEY. NOT FUNNY. SONNY.

His father answered:

HOW SAD. TOO BAD. DAD.

New Words & Expressions

* Victoria Station /vik 'torria'steifan/ n. 4 F| W FE 4G
exactly /ig' zeektli/ adv. BYIHL
funny /' fani/ a. H#BH), AIEH
phone /foun/ v. fIH %
regret /ri 'gret/ v. MK, Hi#EK

% Parisian /po ' rizien/ n. BEA
impression /im ' prefon/ n. Ef%, &8
envelope /" enviloup/ n. {§#f ‘
anxious / 'eenkfes/ a. KR, WEM

* fiver /'faive/ n. HIEEHNHKT

* telegram /'teligrem/ n. HLIR

wait for ¢, ¥

look forward to H#AlY, HAfF
hear about/of WrZl|, Wi
have trouble with & BRI



Notes to the Text

1.

I feel as if I had been back for three months. R EBRIFELEHFE=/HT,
as if J5 51 RN BSR4,

Exercises

Reading Comprehension

I . Answer the following questions or complete the following statements by choosing the

best alternative from A, B, C or D.

1.

Janis from .
A. Poland B. Switzerland
C. Paris D. England

. Who is from Switzerland?

A. Lucy. B. Frieda. C. Hob. D. Jan.

. Hob told them a story about a schoolboy who

A. was ill in bed
B. went to France

C. wanted to stay at home for a few more days
D. had trouble with his French

. When Hob was short of money, he wrote to his uncle for help.

A. But soon he felt sorry for what he had done.

B. As soon as he sent the letter, he tried to get it back.

C. He wrote something on the back of the envelope in order to leave his uncle a good
impression.

D. Actually he didn’t like writing.

. From the passage we know

A. that all of them had a nice time
though they enjoyed their holidays, money sometimes was a problem
that they had trouble with their English

o ow

that one of them was ill

I . Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

(
(
(

) 1. Lucy likes longer holidays.
) 2. Jan will be invited to Switzerland in the summer for a few days.
) 3. The schoolboy’s story told us that the boy is not good at telling lies.



( ) 4. Hob couldn’t speak good French.

( )} 5. When the father got the telegram, he sent his son some money immediately.

Grammar

The Infinitive (RERX) (1)

AER to do BENAM—FIERERL R, FAHBF AW 1o, BRI LAFBHSh A
SahiAlRiRE,.

AR (EER) WX

1. X,

40 : To ignore this would be a mistake.

2. Eif,

#ln: Do you have anything more to say?

3. MEIE,

#l4n . I didn’t expect to see you here.

BELUA E X MEEWSNIARE, HRAAE: want, like, hope, manage, try, de-
cide, learn, agree, promise, forget, offer, %,

4. RiE (FRrBHZER).

#il4N . She decided to study hard to catch up with the others.

H: AEXWH T so as (to) B, in order (10) 5, ST EERVERIER, FrE
o BEFERIE so as not to, in order not to.

Exercises

Complete the following sentences with infinitive phrases.
1. Would you like me. .. ?

The teacher told the children (not). ..

It’s very kind of you. . .

He left earlier. . .

DB AW N

It takes me two hours. . .

,I\



Writing

Sentence-Arranging (HiAK Q)
Rearrange the following words to form complete sentences.
Example: his bike, he, me, lent
—> He lent me his bike.
1. the girl, he, a beautiful watch, gave

—

2.an interesting story, the teacher, us, told

—>

3.by, was, a high school student, reported, to have been written, the famous novel

—

4.a great hand, us, gave, they

—

5. the textbook, passed, her, I

A Joke
The Teacher’s Notation
During a Christmas exam, one of the questions was: “What causes a depression

(H%)7"

One of the students wrote: “God knows, I don’t know. Merry Christmas.”
The exam paper came back with the teacher s notation: “God gets 100, you get

zero. Happy New Year.”

Gocangarnens ey asatie B o gattens R R iresngur iy st s e S T RS
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