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ACT 1

Covent Garden! at 11.15 p.m. Torrents of kav:
“summer rain.  Cab? whistles blowing Jrantically 4 all
directions. © Pedestrians running jor shelter inti the
marke and wnder the portico of St Paul’s O .ch,?
where there are already severul people, among the a
lady and her daughicr in evering dress. They ar all
peering oui gloomily at the vain, except one man yith
his back turned i the vest, who seems wholly preocewied

with @ note-book in which he s writing bugily.
Phe chawreh clock strilcs the first quarter.

The Daughter [in the space between the cenral
pillars, close to the one on her left]  P’m getting chiled
tu the bon2.® What cans Freddy” be doing all his
time? Hog® been gon iwenly minutes.

The Mother [on her daughter’s right] Notsc
long. But he ougnt to have got? us a cab by this.?

A Bystander [on the lady’s right] Tie wont et

no cab! not untii half-past eleven, missus,!? when
they come back after dropping their theatre fares.t »

The Mothsr. Tui we must hayc a cab. We cani!
stand here until half-past cleven. Tt’s too bad .16

1Covent Garden: R4, 2 cab: carriage 2§, AR “Hm
BR o Wl taxi, 5 taxi-cub. St Paul's Church ( =8Si. Pad’s
Cathedral, =85 St. Pan!’ DR AT, 4t be preoccupid
with something: OB, AT IS PG i BHRA-—D%, 5
A to be occupicd with something [4p-a# I, ®to be chilledto
the bone: DN, ¢ can: {igm S IR AR T R P AR A
W00 Who can it bor 1 Freddy: Frelerick LI S B
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The Bystander. Well,! it aini{? my fault, mitg.

The Daughter. If Freddy had® a bit of gUp-
tion,* he would have got one at the theatre door.

The Mother. What could he have done, poor b&r?

The Daughter. Other people got ‘cabs. V‘y
couldnt’ he? ‘

Freddy rushes in out of the rain Jrom the Sugh-
ampton Sireet side, and eomes between them closig a
dripping umbrella. He is a young man of twent, in
evening dress, very wet round the ankles.

The Daughter. Well, havnt® you got a cab?

Freddy. Theres not one to be had for lo: or
money.” .

The Mother. Ob, Freddy, there must bene,
You cant® have tried.

The Daughter. It’s too tiresome. Do you e’ect
us to go and get one ouvselves?

Freddy. I tell you theyre all engaged. Thain
was 8o sudcen: nobody was prepared; and everydy
had to take a cab. Ive been to? Charing Crossne
way and nearly to Ludgate Circus the other; and ey
were all engaged.

The Mother. Did you try Trafalgar Square?!

Freddy. There wasnt one at Trafal gar Squal

twell: DGR MAEIAFE, 2 aint (ain't) (f38) =isn’t. in’é
§& am (is, arc) not, have noi, has not zﬂﬁ,-{ﬁnﬁﬁmm;}g
ABiFBs %if. .. had: JH2 6D 5k 4% (has not), §H pasrm,
‘gumption GEHMHN @) wa il 68 0, S0k 5Cz‘=
eouldn’t. Shavat=haver’'t (530 T LG '] S0t
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The Daughtzr. Did you try?

Ereddy. I iried as far as Charing Cross Station,
Did you expect me to walk to Hammersmith??

The Daughter. You havnt tried at all.

The Mother. You really are very helpless,?
Freddy. Go again; and dont come back until you
have found a cab.

Freddy. I shall simply get soaked for nothing.?

The Daughter. And what about us? Are we to’
stay here all night in this draught,® with next to
nothing on.® You selfish pig—

Freddy. Oh, very well: P11 go, Il go. [Heéopens
his umbrella and dashes off Sirandwards,” but comes
into collision with® a flower girl, who is hur:ying in for
shelter, Fnocling her basket out of her hands. A blinding
fla:h of lightning, followed instantly by a vatiling peal
of thunder, orchesirates® the incident. )

The Flower Girl. Nah than, ¥reddy; lock wh' y’
gowin, deah.¢

Freddy. Sorry [he rushes of ].

The Flower Girl [picking up her scatiered flowers
and replacing them in the basket] - Theres menners
f yer! Me-0oo banches o voylets trod into  the
mad.’? [She sits down on the .plinth of the column,
sorting® her flowers, on the lady’s right. She 48 not ai all

1 Hammersmith SR Bk —TF, 2 helpless: — 5500 /R, €0 (T
T AU 2R ). 2 for nothing: Fifify, *are to=shoald.
5 draught: f8 7 [dra:it]. ¢ next to nothing=almosi nothing.
with his hat on, with little cn: on 5% ‘%5 1 Strandwards
(=towards the Strand): 1§ Sirand &#—FHiid. & to come kto
collision with: W iiif§o ¥ te orchestratg ['oskistreil]: S EER
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an aitractive person. She is perhaps eighteen, perhaps.
twenty, hardly older. She wears a litfle sailor hat of
black straw that has long been ezposed t6*the dust and

soot of Londen and has seldom if éver' been brushed.

Her hair' needs washing rather badly:? s mousy

color can hardly be natural. She wears a shoddy black
coat thai reaches mearly to her knecs and 45 shaped to
hei waist.. She:has a brown skirt with a coarse aprom..
Her beots are much the worse for wear.® She is ne doubtt

as clean as she can afford to® be; but compared to the ladies

she is very diriy. Her features are no worse than theirs;

but their condition leaves something to be desired;® and'
she meed s the services’ of a dentist.] W G

The Mother. How do you know that my son’s
name is Freddy, pray? . P

The Flower Girl. Ow, eez ye-o0a san, ise? Wal,
fewd dan y’ de-ooty bawmz a mather should, eed now
bettern to spawl a pore gel’s flabrzn than ran awy
athaht pyin. Will ye-oo py me f’ them?® [Here,
with apologies, this desperate attempt to vepresent her
dialect without a phonetic alphabet mst be abandoned as
unintelligible outside London.] i =#HEH

The Daughter. Do nothing of the sorf, mother,  ®
The idea!® _ i e e
- SHEIE]  ASRER

- 1seldom if ever (JR3E): WATFW2, 2needs..;badly=nceds
- .. greatly. ®the worse for wear=ratler worn. wear f§ n.
i, mueh % th> worse. ¢ mo doubt: —5 M85y (#£6 adv. phr.,
TRERGANR), ©can afford to: £f8J1o cannot afford to=de
B8J1o M cannot afford to bmy it to offend bin;»[ﬂ_z;ﬂ,g' z{ﬁ
344 lo " feayes something to be desired: SEIIH,, S AR
‘servicest W plo JLANE R0 B BEE SR B B,
50W,... 1" them?=0h, he is your 501, ig he? Well,’f you’d ?‘g?
yot bad) done your duty by him as a mother shoull] he'd (=h4*
wandd) know betfer than to spoil'a oor giri’s flow ts and-the-
ryun awey withont paying, “Will'y o pay me for themy——iiig"
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. _The Motier. Please allow me.! Cla.ra.. . Have you
any pennies?® .

© . The Daugmr. No Ive nothmg sxﬁa‘ﬂex than

slxpe:ne&‘“ e
The Flower Girl:' [hoqu l;?\] I ‘ean - nge you

chknge‘ for a tam).ei' kind Iad. i ¢ 3% S ¥

" '\ 3 Lv‘\
he Mother [fo Clar a] “Give it to me. [Clara
paits q’)mf.awtly 3 Now‘ {to the gwl;] Tﬁ'is is for
yovaﬁ'ﬂowers f R

& We F‘iowt'r ﬁiﬂ 'l‘ha,nk you kmﬂly, Ia.BSv

The (Jaughter Make her g1ve you e change ;
These thm@s are onf*y'a.“p'enny a bunch ;,h &
.f‘" £ S,‘ 3l / AT %
b - Mothgr Eo hold your toﬁgue @h a. "ﬁfﬁ
”Ybu can eep the cha.nge :
o un < Qh thank you, ls,d;.flﬁ

-*i‘l ;

fﬁx«gimhem ﬁmmte;lt me how yon ,kmow that

young gentleman’s name. €t 2= BKL

The Flower Girk. A dldILfr.~3'. HRE - 8 %
: The Mother. hea.rd you c*mll hlm byﬂ‘ uBonﬂb--
try-to deceive me. (2]

; Iﬁmé Girl Epgrolestmgj thé y“m #

: dem%xpﬂ? fi“«ﬂi‘flod him reéidy or hqr};ie e gl

you, t yonrself if you was talking 'to a stranger

?;& -wish qd to p'le.;.sqnt. [S‘ﬁe a;ats down. beﬁada?a,q; e
’t\,l 3 -41» i
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The Daaghter.  Sixponce thrown awayl. Really,"
mamma, you might haye spared! Freddy that. [She
reireats in disqust behind the pillar.) R :

3 Anelderly gentleman of the amiable military type
rushes into shelter, and closcs @ dripping umbrella. He
43 in the same plight? as Preddy, very wet about the

" ankles;, He is in evening dress, with a light owercoat,
He takes the place left vatant by the daughter’s retirement,

The Gentleman. Phew! e
The Mother [fo the gentleman] ‘Oh; sir, is there-
any sign® of its stopping? g e ;

The Gentleman. I’m afraid not. Tt started worse
~than ever about two minutes ago [he goes o the pl= - i
beside the flower girl; puts up his foot on 4it; and sicops

2o turn down his trousesr ends]. e

The Mother. Oh dear! [She retires sadlyand joins
hor daughter.}

The Flower Girl [taking advantage of* the military
: nan’s prozimity to establish friendly relations.
with him] If it’s worse, it’s a sign it’s nearly -
over. So cheer up, Captain; and buy a flower off a
Poor girl. - ) R i Gk R
i The Gentleman, I’;m's,orry.“ I haynt any change.
# * The Flower Girl, T can give you change, Captain.

Ry

The Gentleman. . For a sovereign?® Tve nothing
dems. :

3 g0 spare: %,i¥, 4FH, HOU might have spared (past) [

SEW.....], W pres. F,MB might spare. 2 pright- %Re |
R BE R FEZR, G sorry plight, S sign B e
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. TERSETNG 52 1 TO%. | SO
AU Fne'Erawer Gist, - Garn!! | Oh do buy'd flower off
' me, Capieing I cam change half-a-erown.’ Take
thig for tuppence.® : ybge
U4 iFe Gentleman., Now dont be troublésome: theres
8, good gicl4  [Drying his pockds] T really haynt
—~any chang:—Stop: heres three hapence,’ if thails any
us? to you [he reireats to the other pillar).” 7%
The Flower Gitl [disappoinicd, but thinking thiee
halfpence better than nothing] Thank you, gir. :
" “The Bystander [ fo the girl] "You' be eareful: give
him, a flower for it. Theres a bloke® here behind
“43King down every blessed word’ youre saying. Al
dyenito thaman who is taking notes.] o oo |
The Flower, Girl {springing up éerrified] I aint®
done nothing wrong® by speaking to the gentleman.
Jﬁg?#b gio ysell flowers if Tleep off the kerb.1? [ Hyp-
terically] I'm a respectable girl: so help me,* T never
gpake fo him except to ask him to buy adlower off me.
Gangrgl hulbub, wmostly sympathetic to the flower girl
S lating hor eatorsive sensibility. Crics of Dont
start hollorin, 13 ‘Wios hurting you?. Nobody’s going
f;&xgh you. _Whats the good of .fuisgng?“ Steady
oxvi Wady, easv, ete:, somc from the dlderly staid spec-
tators, whe pat her comfortingly, j;\Less.ptﬁz\tz},e;n.z! ones bid

1 garnl gone 2 E, 2RI Zilo. 2crown: ERD, B

ST k% halfscrown: [ 4FENT, JEIR O, BE 2 b o -2 tup-
pencs: 35‘5-;!,11-:,\‘.\\'0;)&31‘(:&:,,gg@‘g&{,[‘p\pqnsj. ¢ Theres (there’s) a
zood giri (boy): TR+ B W, 9 hapenny: 44k halfpenny, {1
ysihn [Yheip(e)nil; #idx halfpence ['heip(a)ns] 3} halfpennies.

& bloks (f135)=chap, fellow, mE “¥", “B”, “@’ “A” “BK'
A dysry biessed word: blessed Jji® every TRk ofF cursed 2R
S RS LS B S ewery b Ssed fool: [4EMIA), ot s bless-
ed cont [354—%], 88 damned —=gi{every damued {ool; not a
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