- SHANGHAI

% X B R #
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS



Bl B4 B (CIP) #1E
PO 3O/ S R, — bR A ST R AL, 1998
ISEN 7-119-02221-0

ol 0. 25 . 3% E- 1 V. J426.51
v IR A B - B AR CIP B4 (98) %8 15631 +F

Edited by: Lan Peijin k. iR
Text by: Yang Shijin  Wu Wen ' i R X
Photos by: Xic Xinfa Da Xiangqun B ik Lt
Yang Zhongjian Chen Kejia e BRIER
Lan Peijin 2R %
Translated by: Cai Guanping BHiE. BXT
Designed by: Yuan Qing i T H
k&
First Edition 1998 =i
Seventh Printing 2004 © Shciibiat
. Hh3CH A H
Shanghai (P EALE T E K 24 %)
HiE B 4% 5% 100037
ISBN 7-119-02221-0 S SCH AL M TT . hitp: //www. flp. com. cn
A3 H A LA Ak ;. info @ flp. com. cn
@© Foreign lLanguages Press sales @ flp. com. cn
Published by Foreign l.anguages Press KT B3 GEIN) A R 2> & Bl
24 Baiwanzhuang Road, Beijing 100037, China 1998 4E (24 FF) 56 — L
Home Page: http;//www.flp. com.cn 2004 FE B —MB LR ENRI
E-mail Addresses: info @ flp. com.cn () ‘
sales @ flp.com. cn ISBN 7-119-02221-0/]-1438( 41)

Printed in the People’ s Republic of China 04800 (K§)



SHANGHAT

i

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS ~ BEIJING
SRR AR




SHANGHAI

Shanghai, with a population of more than 13 million, is the largest city in China. It is often
likened to a dazzling pearl in the center of the east coast, where the golden channel of the Yangtze
River flows to the sea.

Long and Colorful Past  Shanghai has a long and colorful history, dating as far back as the
third century B. C. By the Song Dynasty (960-1279) it had developed into a burgeoning commercial
harbor, and in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) it became China’s largest cotton textile center, with a
flourishing commercial economy. In 1685 (the 24th year of Emperor Kangxi's reign) the Qing govern-
ment set up a customs office in Shanghai, as the city was by then a busy hub of coastal shipping, and
was also connected with China’s inland areas via the navigation routes along the Yangtze.

In 1840 the Opium War broke out between China and Britain, and in 1843 Shanghai was forced
by colonialists to open as a commercial port to foreign powers. Several countries set up concessions
(which were virtually “countries within a country”) there. The 1.5-km belt along the Huangpu River
between the Waibaidu Bridge and Yan’'an Donglu was called Waitan Bund. Here buildings in distinct
foreign styles, which are still used, once housed foreign consulates, banks, commercial firms and
newspaper offices. From then on Shanghai was an important port through which the imperialist powers
poured their goods and through which they plundered China’s raw materials and wealth. Shanghai thus
became a “paradise for adventurers. ” Meanwhile, the national industries, such as the light, textile
and processing industries, found it difficult to survive as foreign entrepreneurs dominated the markets.
Many Chinese thinkers, revolutionaries and writers in Shanghai called on the people to resist this en-



croachment, and took an active part in various kinds of struggles for national rights and liberation. If
Waitan can be taken as a microcosm of Shanghai under the rule of colonialism, then the former resi-
dence and memorial hall of Lu Xun, the former residence of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the former residence of
Soong Ching Ling and the site of the First National Congress of the Communist Party of China are sym-
bols of the unyielding spirit of resistance of the Chinese people.

Shanghai grew in a lopsided way. But over nearly half a century since the founding of the
People’s Republic the Chinese government has made great efforts to rebuild Shanghai into a metropo-
lis renowned both throughout China and abroad. Now, it has become the largest port for foreign trade
and one of the largest industrial bases, as well as a center of finance, science and technology, culture
and trade, in China.

Shoppers’ Paradise Shanghai was founded on commerce. And still today the east China
metropolis is well known for its shops stocked with goods of every kind, of excellent quality and ser-
viced with expertise and courtesy. Nanjing Road, Huaihai Road and the oid Chenghuangmiao ( City
God Temple) shopping market are ideal shopping areas. Nanjing and Huaihai roads are lined with im-
posing commercial buildings and renowned traditional shops, where crowds of people from all over
China and the rest of the world as well mingle as they browse among the stalls. The Chenghuangmiao
market is still filled with small shops, dealing mainly in local specialties. To wander through the
crowded alleys and lanes in the market is to experience the very heartbeat of Shanghai — the dy-
namism of commerce.

Downtown Cultural Relics and Scenic Spots Though Shanghai is a prosperous metropolis
which is densely populated, there are many places for rest and relaxation downtown. For instance,
the Yuyuan Garden built in the south China garden style of the Ming and Qing dynasties receives more
than 10, 000 visitors every day, on average. The Jade Buddha Temple, a leading Buddhist piace of
worship in south China, lies on Anyuan Road in the Putuo District. The white jade statue of Buddha lo-
cated in the Recumbent Buddha Hall and the jade seated Buddha in the Jade Buddha Building in the
temple were brought there many years ago from Myanmar. On the outskirts and in the outer suburbs of
Shanghai one sees typical south China villages along streams and rivers. The most famous scenic
spots are the Longhua Pagoda and Longhua Temple, the Garden of Grand View Resort beside Dian-
shan Lake, the Guyi Park and Qiuxiapu Garden at Jiading, the Zuibai Pool and the Fangta Garden at
Songjiang, and the Catholic cathedral on Sheshan Hill.



Charm of Life in the Old Lanes Though in recent years residential districts with complete liv-
ing facilities have mushroomed in Shanghai, many Shanghainese are still sentimentally attached to the
life in Shanghai’'s old-fashioned houses Iocated typically in narrow, winding lanes.

The resourceful people of Shanghai have a reputation for being canny and thrifty. We can see this
especially in their daily lives. Every morning, housewives go to the markets carrying baskets, wan-
der among the vegetable and fruit stalls and butcher’s shops, bargaining and comparing, and then re-
turn with their baskets full of fresh vegetables, tender meat and live fish and shrimps, which are the
result of hard and skillful bargaining.

Shanghai people not only have the courage to absorb and learn what they need from foreign cul-
ture, they also love Chinese traditions and culture. For instance, early every morning people both
young and old meet to engage in modern vigorous dancing and exercising in parks and squares, which
is a venerated custom in China. Traditional operas and performances, such as Beijing, Kunqu,
Shaoxing and Shanghai operas, and story telling and ballad singing in the Suzhou dialect are all popu-
lar among the Shanghainese. At the Longhua Temple Fair, which takes place in April (the third month
by the lunar calendar), a wide variety of snacks with indigenous flavors as well as excellent handi-
crafts are on sale, and acrobatics and Chinese martial arts are performed for the public. All this
shows that traditional culture is alive and well in the hearts of Shanghai’'s people.

Shanghai in the Coming Century With the opening of the 1990s, the Chinese government pro-
claimed to the world its strategic decision to develop the wasteland of Pudong (lit. “east of the Huangpu
River”). The New Pudong District, with an area of 522 sq km, is separated from the main urban district by
the Huangpu River. Taking advantage of the development and opening of Pudong, Shanghai has entered a
new stage in its reform and opening to the outside world. As a result, great changes have taken place in the
metropolis in recent years, as a batch of infrastructural facilities have sprung up in the New Pudong District,
including the Nanpu and Yangpu bridges, the tunnel across the Huangpu River, a new port and power plants.
The Lujiazui financial and commercial district, Waigaogiao Free Trade Area, Jingiao Export Processing Zone
and Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park are now basically ready to receive foreign investors. Experts predict that the
development of Pudong is of great significance for and will exert a tremendous influence on the development
of Shanghai as well as the drive for the further reform and opening and the economic take-off of the Yangtze
Delta and the entire country. In the next century Pudong will become a major center of finance, commerce,
real estate trading, information, and material supplies.
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Waitan Bund on the west bank of the Huangpu River, a tributary of the Yangtze River,
starts at the confluence of the Suzhou and Huangpu rivers in the north and originally ended
at the entrance to Yan’an Donglu in the south. Later the southern end was extended as far
as the Nanpu Bridge. In 1843 Shanghai was compelled to open as a trading port. After
that, foreign colonialists occupied the prime location that came to be known as Waitan,
where they set up commercial firms, banks and consulates. Ships soon crowded the river,
and merchants lined its banks; hence, Shanghai became a “paradise for adventurers.” Half
a century ago the colonialists were driven away, but all these buildings have been well pre-
served, which may help remind the local people of the past and prod them to look to the
future. Upper right: Yulan (magnolia), Shanghai’s municipal flower.
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Decoration in an old building on Waitan. Built in English classical style, the
building was used as the headquarters of the British Banking Corporation
Ltd. The inside of the dome of the building has 33 panels of mosaic
pictures. In the 1950s they were painted over, but the new owner of the
building, the Pudong Development Bank, removed the paint while renovat-
ing the building.

When evening comes, the banks of the Huangpu River are thronged with
strolling young couples.
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Bustling Nanjing Road, 5,400 m long, stretches from Waitan to the en- [>

trance to Yan'an Xilu. It is known locally as “Ten-li Street.” Many of
Shanghai’s leading commercial buildings are located here. When evening
comes, Nanjing Road shimmers with colorful neon lights.
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Glimpses of Old Shanghai

(D Paomating (race course) was built in 1868.
Its site is now People’s Square.

@ Old Waitan.

@ A scene on Fujian Road, taken in 1915,
which was well known for its garment
workshops.
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The Waibaidu Bridge is where the Suzhou River flows
into the Huangpu. This bridge was built with funds
collected from foreigners, and so only foreigners could
cross it without paying a toll. The name Waibaidu
means “foreigners can cross without paying. ”
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