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Shanghai’s Old City Area
—— a Treasure Place
in Shanghai Municipality

(instead of Preface)

Near Shiliupu Wharf in the southeast of
Shanghai proper, there is a treasure place
with a perimeter of 9 li (4.5km.) or so —
Shanghai’s Old City Area. The past Shanghai
could not do without it , the present Shanghai
needs it, and the future Shanghai will never
forget it even more. It’s well said that
“Waters have their sources and trees have
their roots”. The Old City Area of Shanghai
is just the source of today’s Shanghai, the
root of tomorrow’s Shanghai, and the import-
ant composition of Shanghai to be a famous
historical and cultural city and an interna-
tional metropolis as well.

The Cultural Vestiges of Long Standing

In 642 years, from the founding of
Shanghai County in the 28th year of the

-9 -



Zhiyuan Reign (1291) of the Yuan Dynasty to
the Northern Expedition during which passed
the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties and the
Republic of China , Shanghai’s Old City Area
had ever been both the county seat and the
city’s political centre. Today the old county
seat had been abolished long ago, but around
it still exist the related street names such as
East-County Street , West-County Street (to-
day’s Xueyuan Lu), Front-County Street (to-
day’s south section of Guangqi Lu ), Back-
-County Street and Left-County Street. In
1915 after the Revolution of 1911, Shanghai
county seat removed to Yanéjiaqiao nearby
Little West Gate inside the city, i.e. now the
location of Shanghai Public Security Bereau
Nanshi Branch in Penglai Lu. Not until 1933
did the county seat remove from the Old City
Area to Baigiao outside the city, i.e. Jiang-
wan Area today. As a political centre—the
location of the county seat for a long time,
the Old City Area not only influenced and
promoted its own development in economy,
culture and society, etc., but did the same to
its neighbouring areas and to its upgrade
from a county to a city.

Constantly Shanghai has been a strategic
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point of coast and river defence for its
backing the Donghai Sea and containing the
Huangpu River. Especially after several ag-
gressions of Japanese pirates in the 32th year
of the Jiajing Reign (1553) of the Ming
Dynasty, the Coast Defence Supervising
Office was set up in the southwest of the
county seat to reinforce defending strength.
Furthermore, two watchtowers were built
respectively in the west and the east of the
Office for watching and alarming. At the
early stage of the Qing Dynasty, the Coast .
Defence Supervising Office was changed for
the Soldier Patrol Supervising Office. During
the period of the Yongzheng Reign, it was
renamed the War-Preparation and Separa-
tion-Patrol Supervising Office and the Office
removed into Big East Gate at the southeast
corner of the county seat. In the first year of -
the Qianlong Reign (1736) of the Qing
Dynasty, the name of the Office was turned
into the Separation-Patrol Su-Song-Tai
War-Preparation Supervising Office (the Pa-
trol Supervising Office called for short ).
Although the Office was cancelled before the
period of the Republic of China (1912—1949),
Patrol Street, as a road name of its station, is
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still used till the present. The Tongzhi Coast
Defence Office in Songjiang County removed
into Shanghai city and the new Office was set
up on the foundation of Li’s old house inside
West Gate. Since then Shanghai’s Old City
Area became a centre dealing with diplomatic
and foreign affairs once again.

Huang Daopo, a technical innovator in
textile and a native of Huangnijin Township
of Shanghai returned to Shanghai from
Yazhou at the end of the Yuan Dynasty. She
instructed the local people In new textile
technoledge and from then on the cotton
textiles of Songjiang and Shanghai were
famed all over the country. In the Hongzhi
Reign (1488—1490) of the Ming Dynasty the
Annals of Shanghai County recorded:
“Among the taxes of 800, 000 liang (1 liang =
50 gm.) silver dollars to the capital (today’s
Beijing Municipality) each year, Shanghai
contributed 160, 000 liang over. All abundant
local specialities, rare choice seafoods and
cotton and satin goods which supply the
whole country characterize the city and
prove its richness.” After the Kangxi Reign
(1715—1720) of the Qing Dynasty, Shanghai
County turned into “both a traffic ferry of the
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River and Sea and a metropolis in southeast
China” because of stability of the society,
opening of ban on maritime trade, develop-
ment of commodity economy and enlargement
of markets. On the Huangpu River from
Shiliupu Wharf to South Wharf, masts stood
in great numbers and merchants “ride the
tide, buy and sell at good prices, sail away
tens of i (1 i = 500 m.) at full speed as easy
as falling off a log and most of them can
purchase goods from Hunan, Hubei, Hebei
and Shandong.” By the River bank, wharvies
and warehouses joined together, “Foreign
businessmen gather and people are so rich
and populous” that the city became a dis-
tributing centre of wholesale trade and retail
trade in large amount. Also, workshops could
be found“everywhere. Now those various road
names left- over, such as Bamboo-Strip
Street, Bamboo-Chopsticks Lane, Slaughter-
house Lane, Cloth-Weaving Street, - Col-
our-Clothes Street, Tawing Lane, Gluten
Lane, Hot-Water Lane and Sugar-Workshop
Lane, etc., may be taken as a proof.
Meanwhile Buddhist services were thriving
and busy in temples and Taoist convents and
so were the conditions in guildhalls,
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teahouses and restaurants, fairs and markets.
In fact, Shanghai had been a great port and a
key city of commercial economy in China
before the Opium War (1840—1842).

In addition, both cultural and educa-
tional work and gardens were flourishing in
Shanghai’s Old City Area. Besides famous
Jingyi Academy, Meixi Academy, etc., the
first foreign languages school named Guang-
fangyanguan Institution was set up in the
Area. Delightfully, some of the academies
lasted till the pfesent without breaking off.
Today’s Jingyi Middle School, for example,
is the elogation of Jingyi Academy and Meixi
Primary School is “the lineal descendant” of
Meixi ‘Academy. As more and more feudal
officials and rich people removed to the Area.
in the Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, then
appeared numbers of imposing dwellings and
private gardences here. The followings are
‘well-known private mansions among them:
Shichung Hall (in Wutong Lu now) of Pan
Yunduan who acted as the governor of
Sichan Province in the Ming Dynasty; the
Nine-Room House (in Qiaojia Lu now ) of Xu
Guangqi, the prime minister and great scien-
tist in the Ming Dynasty; Shuyin Building (in
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