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Preface
. e . (., 6,« Beijing is a world-renowned ancient cultural city with a his-

tory of more than 3000 years, and it used to be the capital for Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and
Qing Dynasties in succession while numerous precious historical relic sites on showcas-
ing Chinese Civilization remained. With the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
Beijing, as the capital of the new Republic, has since developed itself into the nation’s
political and cultural center as well as international exchange hub. Due to the great changes
that took place in the past half century, Beijing has become a metropolis with world wide
reputation. During this period, we accumulated a great deal of precious experiences, and
acquired mafly lessons. I believe that these factors will be the valuable fortune for us to
keep moving on.

With two-year efforts, organized and compiled by Beijing Municipal City Planning
Commission(BMCPC), Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning and Designing and
Beijing Dongyihe Culture Exchange Center, Beijing: The Notable Historical and Cul-
tural City series will be published by the Beijing Publishing House. With the historic areas

in Beijing old city as the main clue, this series of books, featuring refined and vivid words

and pictures, show us the past and today of the city construction of Beijing from the angle
of city planning, moreover, explore the organic combination of traditional culture and
modern life. This is of great significance, and I feel so pleased about this wonderful
achievement!

As the 2008 Olympic Games is drawing near, I'm deeply convinced that this extraor-
dinary series will increasingly draw attentions of readers from home and abroad, which
help them acquire an in-depth understanding of Beijing as well as experience the unique
charm of Beijing.

Hou Renzhi
June, 2004
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Xuannan was a r egional concept developed gradually. And it is the cradle of Beijing City

Xuanwumen (XuanwuGate) was originally called Shunzhimen (Shunzhi gate) in Yuan Dy-
nasty , and it hac oday s name Xuanwumen in Ming Dynasty. As the symbol of power

5 great iron cannons

as placed on the platform of Wengcheng (Weng city:barbican en-

trance to the city) and Jianlou (Archery Tower) as a whole
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Moat of Guan'anmen(Guan'an Gate)
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n Ming Dynasty, Xuannanfang (fang, meaning a portion of land. w th straight streets and lanes us width ir W

mainly within the area of south of ANME er ¢ ( i(M ind H reet 15t

Jiaozi hutong, west of Panjia hutong and f te all ] ( an g I l ) had

little adjustment in Qing Dynasty n ty pa g re iht jmer n 1a ree
iter city part inclouding the area in the east Of Xuanwumen to B

In terms of culture in Xuannan, the whole east 21 A nmn XU

reginal culture developed especially In Ming and Qing Danysties was >d \
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Archaeological unearthings and a iot of historical relics
provide evidence in support of the conclusion that
Xuannan area is seen as where Beijing city originated.




Memorial Que (Quea traditional Chinese stele) to the Foundation of Beijing as Capital
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Bronze Dragon Sitting on the Memorial Que
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“Liangguang”(an avenue) stretches across “Southern Avenue’
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Guang'anmen City Tower
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n avenue, located in the soutt city of Beijing and

paralleled Chang an Street as well as st

in Guangqumen(Guangqu Gate) to west in Guang anmen

with about 10 Li length, was called Liangguang Avenue

This avenue had been called Southern Avenue since
Ming and Qing Dynasties
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An old temple with a history of a thousand years in Xuannan
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