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ear one end of the pond, a

box turtle digs a nest’ in the

sandy soil®. Scritch’,
scratch® . . . the mother turtle’s back
feet push at the sand. She makes a hole
in the sand and lays her eggs. She’ll
cover them with sand. Then she will
leave. Soon, the turtle hatchlings’ will
scurry'® off toward the water. They’ll
join the birds, bees, crickets, fish, and
other animals living at the pond.

Each kind of animal here—mammal'',
bird, fish, reptile'?, insect'’, and
amphibian'‘—is at a different stage'

in its life cycle. Maybe the animal is a

Eastern box turtle with her eggs

baby. Perhaps it is a mother or father.

In this book, you’ll read about how some animals begin life and
how they develop. There is an amazing'® variety of life in the
animal world. And each animal has its own life cycle story to
tell.

1. buzz V. 9. hatehling % HHA—F
2. splash i 0 & 10, scurry Y. =i
3. cricket n 11, mammal ” BEL=
4. chinp . S [ 12. reptile 7 ety
5. nest 7" ®. N 4B insect “ ; BR: &
6. soil oy +i® 14, amphibian . BN
7. scritch 1z i=screech) ZHRLHHELESE 15, stage 7 : B BHA
8. scratch b KFB|WE 16, amazing adj] RARY







hen this raccoon cub was born, it couldn’t see or hear. It was

so small it could fit in your hand. It weighed only about 85

grams (about three ounces). That is less than the weight of a
stick of butter. But look at the cub now! It has come a long way in a short

time.

This raccoon will keep changing as it gets older.

Like all animals, it will go through® several
stages in its life. Let’s explore” the stages of an

animal’s life cycle.

Life Begins

An animal’s life begins as an egg. Some
mother animals, including most mammals,
keep their eggs inside their bodies. One or
more of the eggs develop into baby animals.
After the animals develop fully, they are
born live. Humans are mammals. So are
dogs. Usually humans have just one baby

at a time.«But dogs, cats, raccoons, and
many other mammals have litters’ of Baby raccoon N

several babies at a time.

1. raccoon . SBE
2. cub . 4he
3. go through 2 F
4. explore 3 B3R
5. litter n. —% (7T



Other animals, such as the turtles, do

not keep their eggs within their bodies.
Instead, tf’ley lay their eggs, and the babies
develop inside the eggs. The babies hatch'
when they are fully developed. Many
animals lay eggs. Penguins’, frogs, snakes,

and snails’ are a few examples. Can you

think of other animals that lay eggs?

Penguin caring for egg

. _hatch /
. penguin i
. snail’ .~
. ‘oxygen
foal l

mane

S-S R NS A VRN

tadpole

Growing and Changing

From the minute they’re born, animals
start to grow. They need many things in
order to grow. Food, water, and oxygen®
are the basics. As they grow, animals get
bigger and stronger. As this foal” grows, its

legs, tail, and mane® will get longer.
g g g

A foal looks a lot like its mother, only

smaller. But some baby animals don’t look
at all like their parents. A baby frog, called
a tadpole’, looks like a fish.




A frog’s life cycle is different from a 1s adulthood. As adults, animals can
mammal’s. A frog’s body changes as reproduce’. This means that they can

it gets oldbr. This change is called a create babies of their own. These babies
metamorphosis'. Animals that go through then start their own life cycles.

a metamorphosis won’t look like their

1. metamorphosis 1. ETS
parents until they are adults’. A adule 2 BT, A
3. adulthood 7 ME
4. reproduce ) ¥, 4£E
Adu‘th00d3 5. giant tortoise SRl )
The last stage of an animal’s life cycle
|-

wonder...

Foal with mother \~

... Which animal

lives the longest?
The giant tortoise® can live more
than 150 years in a zoo. In fact, most
animals live longer in zoos than in
the wild. Why do you think animals
live longer in zoos?
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The Life Cycle

of a Grasshopper’

Insects go throﬁgh a metamorphosis as
they grow. Some insects go through three
life cycle stages. Dragonflies’, crickets,
and aphids’ are insects that have three

stages of growth. So is the grasshopper.

Like all animals, a grasshopper begins its
life as an egg. After hatching, the young
insect is called a nymph®*. A grasshopper
nymph is missing some body parts. For
one thing, it doesn’t have wings. As

a nymph, a grasshopper will molt’, or

shed® its skin’, several times. Each time a

grasshopper molts, it grows a little larger

and develops more of its body parts.

Finally the nymph becomes an adult®
insect. Now it has wings. It can fly! An
adult female” grasshopper can lay eggs.

And the cycle can start all over again.

grasshopper Ly

dragonfly
aphid /i 9 R

nymph n L]

a & W N =

. molt !
6. shed )

skin /.

adult ad b

© 0 N

female ad) I £

3. Adult

Word Power

Metamorphosis is a Greek word that means
“a change in shape.”
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The Life Cycle

of a Butterfly

Most insc’cts go through four stages in
their life cycles. Let’s take a look at the
life of a butterfly. It grows and changes in

four stages.

A butterfly begins its life as an egg. The
butterfly egg shown below rests on a leaf
of a milkweed' plant. The egg is about
the size of the period at the end of this
sentence. The picture has been magnified’

many times.

After a few days, a caterpillar’ hatches
from each egg. Then the caterpillar turns
into an eating machine! First it eats its
eggshell’, and then it eats the green leaves

around it. The caterpillar eats and grows

until its skin is too tight. It molts, or sheds
its skin, four or five times. Then it hangs
from a branch’. A hard shell, or chrysalis®,

forms around the caterpillar.

The caterpillar is now a pupa’. What
is happening inside the chrysalis? The
caterpillar’s body is changing. Wings are

growing. The pupa is becoming a butterfly.

When an adult butterfly crawls® out of

its chrysalis, its wings are soft and wet.
They dry in the sun and air. Then the adult
butterfly is ready to fly away.

1. milkweed 7
2. magnify ) €
3. caterpillar 7 L, %3

4. eggshell / JIShER o
5. branch 7 o 3, ﬁﬁi 5
6. chrysalis n . G Qﬁ(

/. pupa 1. y BT I, ‘ R -‘kﬁ

8. crawl % i o v e




The Life Cycle

of a Frog
Amphibians also go through a

metamorphosis. The pictures show how a

frog grows and changes.

In spring a mother frog lays lots of eggs
in the cool water of a pond. Within a
month the eggs hatch. Out come thousands
of tiny tadpoles. A tadpole swims and eats
through the summer. It begins to develop.
Its tail grows shorter. If the froglet' lives
in a climate’ that has cold winters, it may
dig a hole in the mud’. It sleeps in the
mud until spring. Then it wakes up and
continues its life cycle. Froglets living
in warmer climates may complete their
entire* metamorphosis in one summer.

3. Froglet
When the froglet’s tail is gone, the frog is
an adult. What a handsome amphibian!
It’s time to find a mate’ and begin the

cycle of life all over again.

1. froglet .

2. climate 7 S ) \ ’
3. mud p . RE i 4. Adult
4. entire ad). =131

5. mate 7 RC®
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The Life Cycle
of a Rabbit

Most mammals, as well as most birds

and reptiles, do not go through
a metamorphosis. Rabbits, for
- 1. Newborn rabbits
example, are born with all the
body parts they will need as adults.
They look a lot like their parents.

They are just smaller.

A rabbit develops inside its mother’s )
body for about a month. Then it’s born live
as part of a litter of about five baby rabbits.
A newborn' rabbit, or bunny?, is quite
helpless. It has no hair. Its eyes and ears are
closed. In just a week, though, the bunny

can see and hear, and it starts to grow hair.

In just two weeks, a bunny takes its first
hops® away from the nest. Two days later,
it leaves the nest for good. It can take
care of itself. It spends its time
hiding from enemies and looking
for food. A bunny eats all kinds of

green plants.

%

w2y

Rabbits reach adulthood when they’re

%

5 et 2

about six months old. Now they can have

their own babies.

1. newborn ad). g Ag)
2. bunny 7. INGRF
3. hop . BEER
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Watch Them Grow
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Baby animals change as they grow. If an animal goes

through a metamorphosis, it changes a lot! Try to match

each baby on the left with its mother on the right.
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