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Preface

Changyi,also called ZiYi or Duchang,was established as
a county in the Qin Dynasty,and got its present name easly
in the Song Dynasty,By now it has an evolutionary history of
more than 2,200 years.

Changyi is the famous “Home of silk” and “Home of O-
verseas Chinese”. when in the Reign of Jiaging, Qing Dy-
nasty, the silk of Liutuan,Changyi, had been wellknown in
the capital city. By the King of Xianfeng, there had been
brave,intelligent and hard-working Changyi people,carrying
silk packages on their backs,broke their way into the north
and the south, and opened the international market, doing
business. The exceptionally advantageous geographical situa-
tion and humane circumstances provide reliable guarantee to
the rise of its economy and the prosperity of its culture.

To prosper literature, we must first promote economy.
Experience from history are the most valuable wealth to pro-
pell the society. The intelligent people of Changyi,taking the
warning from the past,tracing the steps of the sages of old,
harmonizing with the strongest rhythem of the time,defying
hardship sand dangers,they ever forwardly have raised one
after another economic construction surges on the land of

New China. Fifty years after the fundation of the Peoples Re-
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public of China, especially after the 3rd Plenary Session of
the 11th Central Committee of the CPC, Changyi people,
holding high the great fanner of Deng Xiaoping's Theory ,ad-
hering to the Reformed Open Policy, bring new ideas and
strugyling arduously, have kept the economy of the city de-
veloping of a continual high speed and made the comprehen-
sive economic strength increasing with each passing day. In
industry, textile, silk, hight industry, machinery, food pro-
cessing, salt and salt chemistry, building material, craft and
so on,formed the ten mainstay industries , Many high quality
products are famous home and abroad, In agriculture, while
keeping the grain production increasing steadily,we actively
carried out the “Prosper Agriculture with science and Tech-
nology "strategy,and in time strategically adjusted economic
structure ,continually propelled the process of agricultural in-
dustrialization, hence brought the agriculture of the whole
city on the high-quality,high-efficiency course,Changyi suc-
cessively listed among the one hundred national countryside
most comprehensively powerful counties and the first batch
of aim-attained well-to-do counties (cities) of the province.
The soaring economy brings cultural prosperity. while
keeping up the tradition,Changyi Culture, constantly weeds
through the old to bring forth the new,and shines dazzling
splendour. The education undertakings of the city ts flourish-

ing ,and takes the lead in popularizing the nine-year compul-
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sory education. Great achivements have been made in science
and technology. The city has been chosen as one of the na-
tional Advanced Counties (Cities) in Science and Technolo-
gy. The cultural establishments become increasingly prosper-
ous sAnd now one city has strided into the sanks of Advaned
Counties (Cities ) in Social Culture of the province. Distin-
guished achievements also have been made in physical train-
ing and hygiene. The honor of Advanced Counties (Cities) of
the Country has been granted to the city. Especially after we
removed the county and established Changyi as a city,stick-
ing to the guidance of the continuous development theory,we
went all-out,organized and carried out the ten transcentury
“Prosper the city. Enrich the people” projects,with the scale
economy and personnel training as its emphases, which will
propell the advancement of the society in an all-sound way,
Material civilization and moral civilization promote each oth-
er economic rejuvenation and cultural progress keep abreast
of one another. All kinds of social caues have made consider-
able progress. The process of urbanzation and mordernization
is speeding up Now,the daring and energetic Changyi pelple
are with a completely new posture,striding boldly and gener-
ously into the new millennium. Accompanied by the 680
thousand people's striving strides, Changyi entered its best
period of development in history.

In order to reflect all-sidedly the long history of Chang-
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yi, to show the rich and varied local culture,and to provide
re-ference for today's creation and tomorrow's open-up,men
of insight of the city planned and compiled the book “An Ex-
tensive Reading of Changyi Culture”, This is a really huge
cultural project,in which the editors looked back thousands
of years in history,macroscopically observed crisscross hun-
dreds of miles and numerous great events and characters
were involved, With a high conscientious attitude toward his-
tory, they, with great care, went through all kinds of hard-
ships and difficulties and finally accomplished the psoject.
The publication of “An Extentive Reading of Changyi Cul-
ture” is,s0 to speak,a magnificent feat of our city. It will set
an immortal monument in the history of the development of
Changyi.

“An Extensive Reading of Changyi Culture” reveals all-
sidedly the broad and profound Changyi Culture,and is really
a “Complete Volume on Culture” of our city. The book,rich
in ideas,keeps true records of events,shows distinctive local
cultural characteristics,and 1s valuable both historically and
literally. The book ,with abundant exquisite words and beau-
tiful illustrations,is so powerfully written that it may well be
called an epic of Changyi. The civil and military strategies,
hundreds and thousands of years of trials and hardships,the
vicissitudes of life,the trudges of generation after generation

of people and the ever-glorious quintessence of literature and
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history, all were set down into words and drew into scroll
paintings by the editors. Nowdays with the economic interna-
tionalization, we've entered a new time of knowledge econo-
my. While it helps to raise people’s aesthetic appreciation,to
gain new sights through studying old materials, the book
gives us a vivid education to love our hometown and our
motherland, arouses lofty sentiments and aspiration to con-
struct Changyi, to rejuvenate China. How have they given
thought to the matter 1t surely will play an unique role in the
construction of the two civilizations in Changyi.

Two years of unusual toilage and painstaking care finally
gives birth to the magnificent essays. All the comerades in
the office and the board for “An Extensive Reading of
Changyi Culture”,after painstaking and dilligent work finally
brought this masterpiece to publication. What charitable and
pious deeds! Now at the time of pullication,hearty thanks to
the editors,authors, comerades and friends from all circles

for their all-out support for the work.

DunBo Zhang
January, 2000.
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Preface

The Chinese nation has a long history of more than 5000
years. With their own hands,the brave,intelligent and hard-
working people not only developed high production, but also
created bright and colourful cultures. The broad and pro-
found Chinese culture is a spiritual prop in the Chinese
nation's development,and also a resplendent jewel in the his-
tory of man kind.

Changyi,situated in the Laizhou gulf of the Bohai Sea,
Weihe

running across its land. For hun-

has two distant-source-and-long-stream sivers

river and Jiaolai river
dres and thousands of years,the twin rivers have been,with
their clear and sweat water,nourishing the green fertile fields
on both banks ,nurturing the children of different groups,and
hence formed the elegant and ever-charming local culture.
Changyi Culture is a dynamic trace of its history. It truely re-
flects the ups and downs of the nature. the history and the
people on this land.

Changyi,with a long history,belongs to the prehistoric
Dawenkou Culture and Longshan Culture, thus has a pro-
found accumulation of cultures. Changyi was under the com-
mand of ancient East Lai of Qingzhou state since Dayu divid-

ed the Chinese Land into nine states in the Xia Dynasty. It
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was established as a county in the Qin Dynasty, and ever
since it went through the vicissitude of the Han. Tang. Song.
Ynan, Ming. Qing dynasties, the Republic of China and the
foundation of the People’'s Republic of China and until now.
Dring the thousands of years of development,there sprang up
innumerable outstanding people. These worthies,heroes and
people of lofty ideals have composed glorious writings for the
history of Changyi,and left voluminous fine cultural works
for the Chinese people.

Changyi, with the beautiful hills and rivers, has also a
glorious landscape. To the south these stands the Xiashan
hill, and to the north lies the vast Bohai Sea. The natural
landscape and the many places of historic interest and scenic
beauty, “Coagulated emerald on green peaks”. “Peculiar
works in paradise”. “Evening glow on the East Hill” and so
on, together composite the exceptiondlly advantageous hu-
man environment.

Changyi, with both rivers and sea,has a vast field that
stretches beyond sight,on which the people live an abundant
life. As early as the Zhou Dynasty,the dilligent people on this
land had been“raising silkworms,twisting threads and weav-
ing silks and satins. "By the end of the 18th or early the 19th
century,the silk of liutuan had been well-known through out
the world for its high quality ,magnificence,elegance and rich

colors.
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Changyi has always been known for its civilization, It's
colorful festivals and magnificent customs constitute numer-
ous vivid paintings of the true,the good and the beauty.

Inherit the past and we can ushes in the future. We carry
forward the cause in order to forge ahead. We should never
indiscreetly forget and cut from the traditional culture. Only
through reading and studying the tsaditional culture with in-
tellect and put it in the big background of world cultures can
we derive its cream and carry it on,pour in more energy and
stamind for today's creation and tomorrow’s development,let
people know and understand Changyi through this cultural
viewing angle,and hence receive vivid patriotic education and
deep inspiration from both the ancient and modern cultures.

The Book “An Extensive Reading of Changyi Culture”
draws materials widely. It has twelve chapters, more than
one million words,covering almost all the aspects of ancient
and modern cultures of Changyi. With the spectacularly large
variety of materials,it may well be an encyclopaedia of the
whole Changyi Culture.

The Book embodies the nature of thought, knowledge,
interest, information and science, and is thus valuable both
historically and literarily. A great number of essays, “doing
what the ancestors had never done”which are rare historic
material of Changyi,are made public for the first time. Most

of the chapters,written with vivid styles and striking literasy
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grace, are well worth reading. Viewed generally, the book
abounds with exquisite words and beautiful illustrations,and
shows distinctive charactertstics and strong local flavour.
“ Appreciate the great writings together, and analyse the
doubtful points together”. “An Extensive Reading of Changyi
Culture” will surely bring you new discovery, new inspira-
tion,new feelings and new enjoyment.

The pullication of “An Extensive Reading of Changyi
Culture” is a great event in the history of the develop-ment
of Changyi Culture. It's a generous gift to the new century by
the Changyi people. And now at the time of pullication,ac-
knowledgements should be made to the dozens of editors for

their hard working and excellent work during the compila-

tion.

Xiangzhi Meng
January ,2000.
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