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Preface

I still remember that when we began to set foot in the field of
environmental ethics in the late 1980s, few related articles could be found
in the library. Yet, in the recent decade, much progress has been made
on researches in environmental ethics in China. The rapid development of
it gives eloquent proof of one basic principle of dialectical materialism—the
need of practice is the greatest motive force of the development of theory.
The theory tree can be ever green only when it is rooted in the fertile field
of practice.

Some scholars have pointed out that there are two important aspects in
human civilization: the state of human beings’ mind and the state of the
natural environment. Of which, the former concerns man’s acceptance of
all species in the world and the latter concerns the coexistence of human
beings and all other species.

Only when human beings accept all other species can we multiply and
coexist with them on this planet. Now, in this new century, when five
billion people live together in the world, it becomes even more important for
us to leamn how to coexist with others and with the whole nature. First, we
should always be grateful to the nature for the shelter and food it serves us.
Second, we should feel penitent for our ignorance and arrogance which
nearly brings the nature to the edge of devastation. Third, we must hold
nature in great reverence and follow the natural law. It’ s of vital
importance for us to remember that despising the natural law will surely
result in the nature’s taking revenge on us. Finally, we must understand
that compared with the long history of the nature, the history of human
being is really too short a period; compared with the profound wisdom of
nature, the wisdom of human being is really too superficial. So, keep
modest while we are facing the nature, leam to be clever pupils and good

descendants of the nature as well.
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3 Thus, the gist and the main task of environmental ethics is to respect
| and improve diversity of culture and nature as well as to cultivate the idea
of accepting all species and to advance the theory of coexistence.

The Research Institute of Ethics of Hunan Normal University is one of
the institutes which began to study environmental ethics at a very early
time. In 2001, it planned to publish a series of books on environmental
ethics. We have carefully studied it in western and Chinese philosophy and
we have also tried to make use of as much of the fruits as possible in our
books so that the readers will have a comprehensive study of this subject.
To our great joy, we have finished the job within two years. We feel
honored to undertake such a task and hope it will make contribution to the
construction of the science of environmental ethics and be helpful to carry

out the national policy of environment protection.

Liu Xiangrong
Nov., 2003
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Foreword

Just as the report of the Sixteenth Plenary Session of the central
committee of the CPC has pointed out, there is a growing conflict between
the development of our society and the increasingly serious environmental
pollution and lack of natural resources. In order to solve this problem, we
must pay great attention to and strengthen the education of ecological
morality. Undoubtedly, making full use of traditional Chinese ecological
ethics in its education becomes an important and urgent task to researchers
of ethics.

It’s known to all that ecological ethics originated in the west in mid-
20th century, yet, there are great thoughts of it in traditional eastem
culture especially in ancient Chinese agricultural civilization which is
centered on Confucianism, Taocism and Buddhism. These thoughts not
only provide sound ethical basis for the development of Chinese civilization,
but offer treasurable stuff to modemn education of ecological morality.

In view of this, some foreign philosophers, ethicians, religious
researchers did a lot of research on eastern culture. Among them, the
most important researchers are Albert Schmeitzer, a French ecological
ethician, Holmes Rolston, an American environmental philosopher, and
Aber Zeson, Chte Dazon, the famous Japanese religious researchers. In
his book, Schweitzer approves of the wisdom of ecological ethics in
Confucianist and Taoist theories to show sympathy to animals and to treat
them kindly, at the same time, he points out that these theories are rigid
which in fact can not educate people. Rolston puts forward in his thesis,
Respect Life, Can Dhyana Help to Form Environmental Ethics? that the
respect of life in Chinese Dhyana is the theoretical foundation to form
environmental ethics, he says, “It will help people to understand the
concept of the world being a community of all living beings”. He regards
the Buddhist theory of extrication as a kind of universological theory which
is against the parochial anthropocentrism, “The ideas about relationship
between human and nature in the Confucianism provide a spiritual

foundation,” he writes, “on which we can find a solution to the most
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urgent problem Aber Zeson destruction of the environment. It helps human
beings get on with the nature in harmony without losing individuality.” On
the other hand, —attaches great importance to ecological ethics of
Confucian culture in the protection of our environment. In his opinion, the
theory which takes life and the nature as one unit can at no time be
seperated advocates that man and the nature are interdependent. And Du
Weiming, professor of philosophy at Harvard University, also thinks highly
of ecological ethics in Confucianism. But on the whole, there is still no
systematic or comprehensive research on the ecological ethics in traditional
Chinese culture.

In China, study of ecological ethics in ancient culture never stops.
The famous scholars, Zhang Dainian and Ji Xianlin, have called for
further research on it. And the young researchers, Zhang Yunfei. She
Zhengrong have also published their books on it. Still, other scholars such
as LiuXiangrong, Yu Mouchang, Xu Shaojing, Wan Junren, He
Huaihong, Wang Zeying, Wang Zhengping, Wang Guopin, Li Peichao,
Li Shuren, Wei Dedong, Jin Tianfu, Shan Aihong, Wu Ning, all put
forward valuable opinions on the subject.

Based on these researches, this book makes a thorough study of
ancient Chinese ecological ethics so as to provide theoretical support for the
construction of modern ecological ethics and to afford strong historical and
cultural backing to education of the subject and environment protection .

Though there are complex reasons why only ancient Chinese culture
still exists while the other great ancient cultures had all declined and
disappeared, one thing can not be neglected, that is the glory of ecological
ethics which helps the agricultural civilization to last.

It is totally wrong to ignore the ancient Chinese ecologicel ethics in the
study of Chinese history and it is highly necessary for us to have a thorough
study of it. This book takes it as the moral power which brings the
continuous development of the Chinese culture. On the one hand, it
focuses on the delineation of individual thoughts, on the other hand, it
tries to view the culture as a whole. By exploring into ancient Chinese
ecological ethics, not only can we find out how it can be transformed into
modem ecological ethics, but we can make an objective analysis of its
value in modem society as well. So we can make full use of the valuable
ancient culture in the construction of socialist ecological ethics.
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