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UNIT ONE

1.The Campers at Kitty Hawk

John Dos Passos

:"'lntroduction

In 7‘/7/5 icle, John Dos Passos writes in two different literary forms,
%52 and Ty, to dramatize the world’s first controlled powered flight of
Wilbur and Orville ;/_th one of the most important landmarks in human his-
tory, and to a’eg/c; he lives of the outstanding Wright brothers, who turned out
fo come to Kitty Hawk not for camping, but to accomplish what had been thought
impossible.

/

: : 1 v ]
On December seventeenth, nineteen hundred and three, Bishop 1. bishop /'bifop/ n. %
2. the United Brethren /'bre-

Oron/ BESLHE

2 ’ : s
Wright of the United Brethren onetime editor of the Religious Tele-
T - 3 .
scope received §n his frame house on Howthorn Street in Dayton, T,

Ohig, telegram from his boys Wilbur and Orville tho’d gotten it

5 into their heads to spend their vacations in a little camp out in the

4.North Carolina /ka&ra-
lama/ b4 F Rk

(they d knocked together themselves) The telegram read: 5. glider /'glards/ n. 7 #A#L

dunes of the North Carolina coast tmkermg with a homemade ghder
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 SUCCESS ﬁOUR IELIGHTS !‘,JRSDAY IMORNINchLL
AGAINST TWENTYONE MIL}% s”r”A’RTED,Wﬁ'OM LEVEL
ITH EXGINEPOWER ALONE AVER?\GE $PEED THROUGH
TﬁiRTJYo“NE MIiES [ ONGEST FIFTY-SEVEN SECONDS

6RM PRESS HOME CHRISTMAS

The figures were a little wrong because the telegraph operator
misread Orville’s hasty penciled scrawl®

but the fact remains

that a couple of young bicycle mechanics from Dayton, Ohio

had designed constructed and flown

for the first time ever a practical airplane.

After running the motor a few minutes to heat it up I released
the wire that held the machine to the track and the machine started
forward into the wind. Wilbur ran at the side of the machine holding
the wing to balance it on the track. Unlike the start on the 14th
made in a calm the machine facing a 27 mile wind started very
slowly.... Wilbur was able to stay with it until it lifted from the track
after a forty-foot run. One of the lifesaving men snapped’ the cam-
era for us taking a picture just as it reached the end Zf the track and
the machine had risen to a height of about two feet.... The course of
the flight up and down was extremely erratic,® partly due to the
irregularities of the air, p rtly to lack of experience in handling this
machine. A sudden E»wj ttle over a h dred and twenty feet
from the point at which it r%ké%%’ﬁb %ﬁ% ea’ the flight... This
flight lasted only 12 seconds but it was nevertheless the first in the
history of the world in which a machine carrying a man had raised
itself by its own power into the air in full flight, had sailed forward
without reduction of speed and had finally landed at a point as high

as that from which it started.

A little later in the day the machine was caught in a gust of
wind and turned over and smashed, almost killing the coastguardsman
who tried to hold it down, '

it was too bad

6. scrawl /skrail/ n. # ¥ E

7.snap vt. #FFHI]

8.erratic 1'retik/ a. RAEE



45 flying machine had come at last.
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1. The Campers at Kitty Hawk

but the Wright brothers were too happy to care
they’d proved that the damn thing flew.

When these points had been definitely established we at once
packed our goods and returned home knowing that the age of the

They were home for Christmas in Dayton, Ohio, where they’d
been born in the seventies of a family who had been settled west of
the Alleghenies’ since eighteen fourteen, in Dayton, Ohio, where
they’d been to grammar school and high school and joined their
father’s church and played baseball and hockey'® and worked out
on the Wri" and the flying swing and sold newspapers and
built themselves a printingpress'* out of odds and ends'® from the
junkheap and flown kites and tinkered with mechanical contrap-
tions'* and gone around town as boys doing odd jobs to turn an
honest penny.

The folks claimed it was the bishop’s bringing home a helicop-

Yk

t boys hipped on'’ the subj
youngest boys w € Su _]CC

m de of two fans worked by elastic

hat had got v l;woﬁJq
ﬁé'ﬁ/ AL [7/(

so that they stayed home instead of marrying the way the other
boys did, and

ter, a fiftycent mechanical to

bands that was supposed to’hover m the

wa about the house picking up a living
with jobprinting, ¢ i 0»1’011‘1‘/(1 You nd
bicyclerepair work, 3 )%

sitting up late nights reading books on aerodynamics. '’

Still they were sincere churchmembers, their bicycle business
was prosperous, a man could rely on their word. They were popular
in Dayton.

In those days flyingmachines were the big laugh of all the
crackerbarrel "® philosophers. Langley’s and Chanute’s unsuccessful
experiments had been \j/c;gr/e_c‘iu(’i\qwn with an I-told-you-so that rang
from coast to coast. The Wrights’ big problem was to find a place
secluded' enough to carry on their experiments without being the
horselaugh® of the countryside. Then they had no money to spend;

they were practical mechanics; when they needed anything

-8-

9. the Alleghenies /i&lo'gemis/

(£E) M e4a R E .08k

10.hockey /'hoki/ n. ¥ 4RI
1 1. parallel bars Az

12. pringtingpress / printmpres/
n. EpRIAL

13.0dds and ends R Z 4 &

14. contraption /kan'trepfon/
n. FYnE

Vi
f“z‘hxpped on obsessed with

16. jobprinting n. JMFEPR|

.aerodynamics /.earaudai-

EANNF

‘nemiks/ n.

.crackerbarrel a. 3 % &) &

. secluded /st'klu:did/ a 1a 18

.horselaugh /'ho:sla:f/ n. K
ARE
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they built it themselves.

They hiton’ Kitty Hawk,

on the great dunes and sandy banks that stretch south towards
Hatteras seaward of Albemarle Sound,

a vast stretch of seabeach

empty except for a coastguard station, a few fishermen’s shacks
and the swarms of mosquitoes and the ticks” and chiggers23 in the
crabgrass behind the dunes

and overhead the gulls and swooping terns,” in the evening
fishhawks™ and cranes’" flapping across the saltmarshes, 7 occa-
sionally eagles

that the Wright brothers followed soaring with their eyes

as Leonardo ™ watched them centuries before

straining his sharp eyes to apprehend”

the laws of flight.

Four miles across the loose sand from the scattering of shacks,
the Wright brothers built themselves a camp and a shed for their
gliders. It was a long way to pack their groceries, their tools, any-
thing they happened to need; in summer it was hot as blazes, the
mosquitoes were hell;

but they were alone there

and they’d figured out that the loose sand was as soft as any-
thing they could find to fall in.

There was a glider made of two planes and a tail in which they
lay flat on their bellies and controlled the warp* of the planes by
shimmying® their hips, taking off again and again all day from a big
dune named Kill Devil Hill,

they learned to fly.

Once they’d managed to h(ﬁ/_g_r for a few seconds

and soar ever so slightly on a rising air-current

they decided the time had come

to put a motor in their biplane.*

Back in the shop in Dayton, Ohio, they built an airtunnel, which
is their first great contribution to the science of flying, and tried out

9

. hit on appeared suddenly in

tick n. AE

.chigger /'tfigo/ n. &%
“tern /t3in/ n.
.fishhawk / 'fifho:k/ n. 35,

Py

26.crane /krem/ n. &%

3(

31

32.

ve. fpK (T

.saltmarsh n. 373
.Leonardo Leonardo da

Vinci, &XA)8 Rk

. apprehend. /@prrhend/ vz.

ARG, PR

.warp /woip/ n. fRi
. shimmy /'fimi/ vt. 3

biplane / 'baiplem/ n. &
E



