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‘Preface

The making of an atlas of China is indeed a very difficult job, because there is practically
no readily available and detailed pertinent information to be employed by the map maker. If an
atlas compiler has no wish to be ingenious or finds the task too difficult for his capabilities, then in
order to meet the need of the opportunistic book market he might gather some old maps, regardless
of their quality, and have them printed as an atlas. Ironically, what he might have done really tallies
with the common definition of “atlas”: a bound collection of maps. Yet if we take a disinterested
look at such an atlas, we find that a number of such “collectors” are not only lacking in creativity,
but are also devoid of the least discrimination.

As a companion work to the writing of “A Geography of China”, I have for more than two
decades been engaged in creating maps of China, though with no intention to hurry them into print.
Since the facts gathered are fragmentary, the drawing of these maps is time-consuming, and each
must be revised over and over again. When friends of mine dropped in and saw the maps, they would
ask, not without surprise, “How were you able to produce them?” A question like this, one may
suppose, is asked only by one who is in the trade. By training he knows it is impossible to start a work
like this, so he was naturally surprised to see that bricks can be made without straw. My answer is
invariably this: Hard work can make anything possible. For six or seven years following my arrival in
Hong Kong, much of my time was spent in reading current Chinese newspapers. In addition, I acquired
at considerable expense all post-1955 newspapers that in one way or another carried information 1
needed; then I would read page after page and transcribe to prepared cards any information that
served my purpose (for example, the location of an industrial plant in a certain place). When the
information garnered on a certain subject was sufficient compilation, I would apply the information
to a map, and would then take care to revise or supplement it as time went on.

Newspaper reading, however, doesn’t constitute the whole resource, and I have read many
other publications. For example, in a treatise of a purely archaeological nature the writer made the
casual remark that when a new sugar factory was being constructed, some artifacts were found during
the excavation. Thus whereas the archaeologists had serendipitously discovered a new treasure, that
casual remark had given me a chance to add a new beet sugar factory to my map. Although producing
a map by this method is extremely toilsome, and there is no guarantee that the finished product will
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be flawless, yet so far it is the only feasible way. Actually the bulk of the maps in Section two of
this atlas are made this way. The few maps that I have adopted from other geographers have been
revised or modified to fit my own cartographic standards. In a word, this atlas is by no means the work
of a plagiarist.

Because of the constant revisions and additions, some of the draft maps have been changed
at least five times. Friends or visitors, knowing that I would not rush them into print have often
asked for permission to have photographic copies. Not long ago, when I learned from a reliable source
that the compilation of the “Grand Atlas of China”, scheduled for publication by the government
of the People’s Republic has come to a complete standstill, I made up my mind that my maps should
be printed and made available to scholars, with information current to the end of 1978 or early 1979.

Unfortunately, many of the good maps have been disappeared!

Chen Cheng-siang
TOKYO 1979
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