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Liu Keng

Last Specimen of Chinese Traditional Agricultural Society Preface To Liu Keng

Liu Keng is a village, a very typical village that has existed for one thousand more years
in the land of China. Today, although most of the Chinese villages have changed (or developed)
into a kind of villages which are different from the Liu Keng village, and quite a part of them
have been modernized a lot to become a town and even a city, there are no more tillage and
field in them, the villagers have done their eating, drinking, shitting, pissing and sleeping in
the same way as a citizen in city does.if we once think of a village, there are still in our
brains hilly fields, farmlands, lotus ponds, smokes from kitchen chimneys, and crowing
cocks, and dogs which always keep vigilance over strangers, and cows, pigs, and naked
children bathing in a river etc. Our conception of village is obstinate, it permeates into the
blood and marrow and will not alter with the actual change of the village, because ours was
and is now still a large agricultural country and there are now at least still more than a half of
Chinese people living in countryside, and many of us are directly coming out from villages.
As toavillage, in its traditional significance, we can often easily say without blush: It couldn 't
be more familiar. That' s why the serials of movie or TV shows, which are most attractive
and have largest audiences, tend to describe, besides the description of royal courts and
ancestors that had been no more for a long long time, the subject of country village and
peasants, and most of them are of past.

Country and city look to be closer and closer, but in fact they are farther and farther. The
traditional, natural villages, specially the primitive ones have vanisbed slowly and quietly at
first in the area around us and then in the field of our visson and probably at last away from



our territory. Supposing there would be an occasional opportunity for us to find ourselves
facing somewhere a village which has lived for thousand more years, that ' s our luck.

It is Liu Keng that is such village.
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We have in our country many villages of former days, which have now developed to be as
large as township, town, and even advanced to be county or city. But only the village Liu
Keng is all along a village, a most primary cell of the society, no matter how senior its
qualification is, how large its scale or its population is, and how plenty its brilliant records,
which have been placed on file, are. As village, there have been also some very famous ones
such as Hua Xi Cun Village, Da Qiu Zhuang Village and Nan Jie Cun Village etc. The reason
why they are famous is to a great extent that they are rich. Liu Keng isn ' t rich, or rather, very
poor yet. Therefore, like most Chinese country village, in a long long time, few people
would cast an attentive eye over it. It is ordinary and obscure, hiding itself in the mountain
unknown to the public. At long last, on a certain day in early 90 's of 20th century, Liu Keng
villagers found that their own village which they were living in was said "to be discovered
by the outside world."

Much obliged to the scholars and specialists who discovered Liu Keng Village. Owing to
their "discovery", we could just get to know its exact location.

Liu Keng, located in the southwest part of Le An county in the Fuzhou area of Jiangxi
province, is 38 kilometres from the county seat. There are now 820 households in the village

with a population of villagers over 4700, its area 3.61 square kilometres, cultivated area



3572 Mu, hilly area 53400 Mu. It is one of the biggest village in the whole county.

We know too, its astonishing and splendid past which Liu Keng has ever possessed.

Liu Keng Village was initially established in "Shengyuan" period of Southern Tang Dynasty
of the Five Dynasties(937-942). Most of the villagers are surnamed Dong. They regard the
Confucianist Dong Zhong Shu as their earliest ancestor while Dong He as the initial ancestor
of the Dongs ' first generation in Liu Keng. In the early of Northern Song Dynasty, Dong Wen
Guang, the grandson of the third generation of the Dongs, set up their education and initiated
an approach to official career by passing the imperial examinations, hence the plenty of
officers and talents out of Liu Keng in the period of Northern and Southern Song Dynasties
(960-1279). In the "Jia Xu" year of emperor Renzong of Song Dynasty, Dong Wen Guang 's
nephews Dong Zhu and Dong Ting, grandnephews Dong Yi, Dong Shi De and Dong Shi
Dao, five members of the same family, were all the successful candidates to have passed the
highest imperial examinations. The clan ' smen built up an archway "Wu Gui Fang" (Five
laurels archway) to show the honour; during the three hundred years in the North and South
Song Dynasties, Dongs ' family had emerged 26 successful candidates who passed such
examinations; and in the three dynasties of Song, Yuan and Ming, the number of Liu Keng
successful candidates amounted to 33, within them there were a civil No.l champion and u
military No.1 champion respectively; the number of natives of Liu Keng reached 200 more
who gained their official positions high as prime minister, in turn, situ, sikong, shibao,
shangshu, shilang and the positions low as governor of a Fu(greater than a county), and in
rank order, governor of a county, zhubu, jiaoyu etc.

From the Ming to Qing Dynasties, the circumstances of Liu Keng 's official approaches
resulting from the imperial examinations began waneing day by day, while the activities on
learning culture, politics and business of the Liu Keng Dongs appeared yet with vigorous

momentus. Dongs ' scholars in Ming Dynasty had their works come to 38 kinds. There were



lots of worthys and personages who respectively composed articles, poems, songs and
inscribed horizontal boards for them, they were Wang An Shi, Mei Sheng Yu, Zhu Xi, Wen
Tian Xiang, Wu Cheng, Luo Hong Xian, Nie Bao, Zeng Guo Fan, Zuo Zong Tang and others,
all of them had left their calligraphies for Liu Keng. In the period between Ming and Qing
Dynasties, trades in bamboo and wood in the upper reaches of Wujiang River grew
unprecedentedly prosperous and were monopolized by the Liu Keng Dongs. The rising rich
merchants of them came to contribute money for office, construct luxury residences, revive
their ancestral halls, rewrite their family tree notes and enlarge their family properties. With
the compact patriarchal clan system, they coagulated the enormous clan groups in Liu Keng
and made the coagulation last to the middle of the 20th century, and as a result, every
village and every family in Liu Keng have lasted for thousand years and experienced all
vicissitudes of life and never dispersed with all battles they met.

Liu Keng nowaday may gain from people a look with new eyes, besides its seniority of
thousand years, it has yet made a great mass of ancient cultural remains reserved relatively
intact.

There are now 19 structures of Ming Dynasty (including the sites) and 250 ones of Qing
in Liu Keng Village, among them are 26 archways and pavillions, 50 more ancestral halls.
The plane layout of the whole village has basically maintained the pattern of the middle and
late Ming Dynasty with streets and alleys crisscrossing in order. Most residences or
constructions of Ming-Qing period have horizontal inscribed boards and pillars with couplets,
and most of such boards and couplets have their sources with dates for reference. The wooden
inscribed boards which the whole village has now preserved are about 170 pieces, the
inscribed boards on walls are more than 250, and the pillar couplets more than 100 couples,
most of them are out of famous experts ' hands. Also can we see everywhere among the

ancient constructions wood carvings, brick carvings, stone carvings, mural paintings and



works of coloured drawing.

How do we look at Liu Keng? Those who make researches on ancient structures can,
according to their own experiences and feelings, find out respectively their own answers in
this village which covers an area less than 4 square kilometres, so it was with those who
make researches on local history, ancient culture and arts, on customs and habits or stele
inscriptions, on protection of cultural relics and of ecological environments; and with those
who are engaged in tourism or in all kinds of art creation.
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The time I first went to Liu Keng was not long after the great Jing-Jiu railway was open
to traffic. I had a map in my hand, Liu Keng Village was too small to be found in the map, the
smallest unit in the map was Le An county. | opened my eyes wide to look for the station
nearest to Le An county and found it a very small station called Ba Du, at which the ordinary
express I took would not stop according to regulation. But fortunately the train stopped that
time at Ba Du for replenishing water. I encouraged myself getting off the train to bet my
luck and soon found I was right doing that. The side road toward Le An county was really
nearby the station. Then I stood at the fork to catch the car passing by. One more hours
passed, there finally came a bus, as it was only for Yong Feng county town, I had to transfer
again. Another waiting for two hours, again I wedged myself onto the bus for Fuzhou. The
bus ran not much quicker than a bike because the road was just in mending, everywhere
were pits, the bus moved intermittently and took two more hours to cover 30-40 kilometres

to come to the crossing of E-Tang road and it was therefrom still 4 kilometres to go to the



