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A Gift to 1500 Auniversaries of Shaolin Temple

The Song Mountain is a picturesque place with a lot of historic sites around, whle 1ts focation Dengfeng County 1s a place pro-
pitious for giving birth to great men and full of natural resources. On this magic land the nature has created the profound hilis and
nvers, and ancestors of China has created the splendid natural culture The world - fancous Shaoiin Temple 1s located at the foot of
the southern Song Mountain, near the cenic slope of the Wurv Peak

The temple got its name “Shaolin” because 1t hies in the forest north of the Shaolin Mountain. In the Taihe 19th year of the
Northern Wei Dynasty (A.D.495), Emperor Xiaowen built i for Bonze Poto to do missionary work. Later in the 3rd year of
Xiaochang (A.D.527), the 28th generation Buddhist reverend supreme Dharma came to the temple, where he kept facing the wall
as long as nine years In a natural cave within the Wuru Peak. After studying the Chinese traditional phiosophical thinking and on
the base of ideology of many schools, he created the unique Buddtist scriptures and made shaolin the ancestor temple. As 1s well-
known to the world, the monks 1n Shaolin were extremely skillful in marual arts In the early Tang Dynasty 13 monks helped Li
Shiming put down a rebellion and later was famed by the Emperor in the Tang Dynasty Since then the martial arts of the Shaolin
Temple have been world - renowned and the temple was regarded as the No.1 Buddhist temple throughout the worid

The Buddhist scripture created tn the Narthern Wei Dynasty not only made the Shaolin Temple the origin of the Buddhist cul-
ture but also made Dengfeng’s fame spreading far and wide. Gradually the shaolin Temple became the spreading center of the an-
cient culture and religion. So numerous places of historic interest and scemc beauty existed around the Song Mountain, like the
Songyang School, one of the four ancient schools, the Zhongyue Temple, the champion of Wuyue (5 mountains), the unmatched
monastery pogodas, the ancient observatory, which was the China’s earhiest remains, and the three old Sunldings in the Hang Dyn-
asty, the earliest remains in China. Apart from the above historic sites, Dengfeng is rich in mineral resources There have been found
more than 30 kinds of mmeral resources in this land, especially coal and aluminum.

With the social developwent, Dengfeng, a town of cultural relics, has taken advantage of its histonc sites and developed the
tourist trade. Now 1t has become the famous tourist site 1n Chrna, with annual tourists at home and abroad reaching two million.
When people enjoy the cultural relics in Dengfeng and in Shaolin Temple, they can't help thinking of Dharma, the father of Bud-
dhism of Shaolin, and will be attracted deeply by his magic story In order to let known Dharma’s experience of starting the Bud-
dhist rescription, the famous painter Lo Zhi, wrth the superb touch of the great painter, has turned Dharma’s legend into the paint-
Ings We have reason to believe that the publication of this album will be no doubt the sincere gift to the 1,500 annwversaries of the
Shaolin Temple by the painter who are absorbed in Dharma
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